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Kabariti 

continues talks 

with Parliament 


Regent: Jordan is committed to free market economy, 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Sunday 
stressed his government’s 
keen interest in maintain- 
ing and bolstering coop- 
. eration with the legislative 
jpower. During a meeting 
with the Lower House 
Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour 
at the Parliament House, 
Mr. Kabariti said his gov- 
ernment looks forward to 
maintaining and strength- 
ening cooperation with 
Parliament. In a statement 
to Petra following the 
meeting. Mr. Srour said 
Mr Kabariti ’s visit falls 
within the context of con- 
sultation and exchange of 
ideas between the govern- 
ment and the legislative 
power. 

Israeli tourism 
minister arrives 
today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Israeli 
^"•Minister of Tourism Moshe 
Kasaf arrives here Monday 
at the head of a tourism 
delegation on a visit to Jor- 
dan, during which he will 
hold talks with his Jordan- 
ian counterpart Saleh 
Irsheidat on means of 
enhancing bilateral cooper- 
ation in tourism. The two 
ministers will also discuss 
proposals for setting up 
tourist projects in the Dead 
Sea area and - means of 
facilitating the flow of 
tourists to both countries. 
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Arab foreign 
ministers 
to meet 

* CAIRO (.AFP) — Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat 
will take pan in an emer- 
gency meeting of Arab 
League foreign ministers 
on Saturday to discuss the 
Middle East peace process, 
league officials said Sun- 
day. The participants will 
discuss "tbe dangers threat- 
ening the Middle East 
* ... - 1 peace process, especially 

the lifting on the freeze in 
tat C : ~ settlements around 

.. 3 ' Jerusalem.*’ 'they said. Mr. 

jrSt - .Arafat and the foreign min- 

isters will also discuss "the 

* refusal by the Likud gov- 
ernment to stick by the 
Oslo accords (agreed with 
the Palestinians) and to 

♦ restart peace talks with 
Syria." Mr. Arafat called 
for an extraordinary meet- 
ing of Arab League foreign 
ministers at the end of 
August. 

.Anti-U.S. rally 
"held in Moscow 

MOSCOW (AFP l — 
Russian police on Sunday 
:irrested several people 
who held a noisy demon- 
stration outside the U.S. 
embassy to protest the U.S. 
missile attacks on Iraq, 
news agencies reported. 
Police said they took action 
because the rally was unau- 
thorised. The official Itar- 
Tass agency said two peo- 
ple were detained, while 
Interfax reported four 
ajresis. The detainees were 
questioned and then 
released. Itar-Tass added. 
About 100 people took parr 
in the rally called by 
nationalist and commu- 
nists groups waving ban- 
ners demanding ’*\ankee 
go home" and “Hands off 
, “Iraq." Among those arrest- 
ed was Stanislav Terekhov, 
head of a radical anti-gov- 
ernment group of officers, 
who plaved a major role m 
the Russian parliaments 
armed revolt against Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin in 1993. 
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transparency and transfer of power to private sector 


Record of successful countries shows that they followed educational and structural reforms 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, has 
stressed the importance of 
the decision to raise bread 
prices, saying that other 
steps will follow to consoli- 
date the new policy of free 
market economy, openness 
to the world and- the transfer 
of economic power to the 
private sector. 

But the Crown Prince, in 
an address to the World 
.Affairs Council Saturday 
evening, indicated that the 
decision was an extension 
of the development process 
that has resulted in “the 
numerous achievements of 
Jordan in all fields.” 
"Should the talk about the 


new orientation as if it 
entails all the good and the 
past as if it were a worn-out 
dress continue?" said the 
Crown Prince, adding that 
“in the past, we made mis- 
takes and we made numer- 
ous achievements.” 

Prince Hassan stressed, 
however, thar social securi- 
ty cannot be attained by 
economic achievements 
only. 

The citizen should exer- 
cise his humanity in deci- 
sion-making through legiti- 
mate channels in clear lan- 
guage. said the Regent. He 
said it was not enough to 
make promises to the citi- 
zens and what was needed 
was to explain to them what 
they entailed in terms of 
challenges and sacrifices. 

Saying that the Jordanian 


people have proved their 
ability to cope with change, 
tbe Crown Prince said the 
coherence of societies and 
the steadfastness of states 
were conditional upon the 
ability to compete in 
today’s world. But he said 
that countries which man- 
aged to compete were those 
which introduced structural 
changes in education and 
economic policies. 

The Crown Prince said 
that before reaping the 
fruits of economic change, 
the country would have to 
go through a difficult tran- 
sitional period and the chal- 
lenge was to survive this 
period with minim um loss- 
es or negative effects. 

"Negative effects are the 
tax of change which must 
be paid.” the Crown Prince 


told members and guests of 
the World Affairs Council, 
which is headed by former 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 Majali. 

Prince Hassan said that 
the solution lies in the abil- 
ity to absorb the social cost 
of reform and nor in aban- 
doning the process which, 
he said, is a necessity due 
to the globalisadon of the 
world economy. 

He said that the three 
forces of production — the 
government, employers and 
trade and labour unions — 
should reach consensus 
which starts by institution- 
alising dialogue as the 
mechanism for resolving 
disputes. 

"Any structural reform, 
especially that its results 
affect people's daily lives. 


should be preceded by a 
thorough and in-depth 
national dialogue in order 
to avoid as much as possi- 
ble its impact, and to base 
the reform process on a 
general consensus” said 
Prince Hassan. 

He said that people 
should be involved in tbe 
making of decisions that 
will affect their lives and 
informed of the conse- 
quences of the change hat is 
being sought. 

It is civil society that can 
assure that transition from 
one stage to another is 
made with the least possible 
pain, said Prince Hassan. 

He said the change should 
give equal opportunities to 
people and hence national 
unity is the basic principle 
upon which the policies of 


the Kingdom are conduct- 
ed. 

"If we talk in a dual lan- 
guage (about.) citizens and 
guests, about white and 
black... we strengthen divi- 
sions” and give some the 
chance to sow seeds of dis- 
unity and barm the King- 
dom, he said. 

Prince Hassan said that 
Jordan had exercised social 
and economic democracy in 
ways clearer than those in 
which it exercised political 
democracy and “now we 
are building the political 
democratic institutions to 
maintain what we have 
enjoyed of cultural, social 
and economic democracy.” 

The Crown Prince said 
the adoption of a proper 

(Continued on page 7) 



Iraq warns Turkey on 
proposed buffer zone 


KDP, boosted by Iraqi army, takes 
more towns; PUK appeals for help 



Some 40 Iraqi Kurdish families have set up a makeshift camp near the Iraqi-Tbrkish 
border after fleeing their homes in an area where the Turkish government says it 
wants to set up a "security cordon’* against the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), which 
is fighting for autonomy or independene for Turkeys' Kurdish community (Reuters 
photo) 

GCC condemns Turkey and 
Iran for interference in Iraq 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

FIGHTING RACED in 
northern Iraq on Sunday 
and the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) said rival 
Kurdish rebels backed by 
Iraqi government forces 
had captured the strategic 
towns of Degala and Koi 
Sanjaq. 

"Iraqi troops supported 
by KDP (Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party) tanks and 
artillery have taken Degala. 
I confirm that Degala has 
fallen," Larif Rashid of the 
PUK’s London office told 
Reuters. 

Degala lies just outside 
the city of Koi Sanjaq, 100 
kilometres to the northwest 
of Sulaimaniyah, the last 
main PUK stronghold near 
the Iranian border. 

A PUK spokesman in 
Washington, Barham Salih, 
said Koi Sanjaq bad also 
fallen at 3.30 p.m. (1130 
GMT) to combined lraqi- 
KDP forces. There was no 
immediate independent 
confirmation of this. 

U.S. cruise missile 
attacks on Iraq last week 
were precipitated by the 
attack on Erbil on Aug. 31 
when the PUK was driven 
out of the northern city by 
the combined forces _ of 
Iraqi armour and KDP 
guerrillas, Baghdad's new 
ally in the mainly Kurdish 
north. 

The fall of Degala fol- 
lowed several days of 
fierce fighting between the 
rival Kurdish militias. 

PUK leader Jala! Tala- 
bani told the British Broad- 
casting Corporation by 
telephone that thousands of 
people were fleeing Koi 
Sanjaq. 

Mr. Talabani said the 
U.S. missile attacks on 
southern Iraq had done 
nothing to stop Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein from 
continuing his attacks in 
the Kurdish-held north. 

"They must prevent Sad- 
dam Hussein...now we 
have to punish him," Mr. 
Talabani said. 

"We call on the U.S. and 
its coalition partners to 
intervene urgently to halt 
the Iraqi aggression and 
end this onslaught against 
the Kurdish people." the 
PUK said. 

Earlier, KDP radio said 
its forces had killed 300 


(Continued on page 7) 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
The six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) on Sunday con- 
demned "the interference of 
certain neighbouring 
states” in Iraqi Kurdistan, 
in an unstated but clear ref- 
erence to Turkey and Iran. 

Gulf Arab foreign minis- 
ters, at the end of a wo-day 
meeting in Riyadh, issued a 
statement urging an “imme- 
diate and definitive halt to 
the interference of certain 
neighbouring states in the 
internal affairs of Iraq." 

"We cannot accept any 
move to create a security 
zone on the border of Iraq 
by any party,” said Omani 
Foreign Minister Yousef 
Ben Alawi Abdallah, whose 
country currently heads the 
GCC. 

“Turkey has no right to 
establish a security zone. 
We understand the Turkish 
concern for security but this 
does not justify interference 
in Iraq,” he said. 

“This will make more 
complications in northern 
Iraq,” he added. 

Ankara has announced 
plans to set up a security 


zone along the border in 
northern Iraq to curb infil- 
tration by Turkish Kurdish 
rebels of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). 

The Kurdistan Democrat- 
ic Party (KDP), an Iraqi 
Kurdish group which has 
allied itself with Iraqi 
forces. has protested 
against Iranian military 
involvement on the side of 
its Kurdish rivals, the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), in northern Iraq. 

The GCC statement did 
not mention the recent U.S. 
military strikes against Iraq, 
but expressed "its support 
for and consideration of 
allied countries’ efforts to 
implement (U.N.) Security 
Council resolutions related 
to the Iraqi aggression 
against Kuwait.” 

The six foreign ministers 
also stressed "the impor- 
tance of the unified politi- 
cal position and the cohe- 
sion of the allied coalition” 
against Iraq. 

Mr. Ben Alawi said the 
GCC countries still 
“strongly support the 

international coalition led 
by the United States.” 


He said the GCC has been 
in consultation with the 
United States and other 
coalition members and will 
be in the future. 

The Omani official said 
the Gulf states were at odds 
with the United States, 
however, over its missile 
strikes on Iraq. 

The differences centred 
on “the methods used (by 
Washington) to deal with 
the situation in Iraq" he 
said. 

Meanwhile Iraq has 
dropped a demand that the 
U.S. missile strikes against 
the south of the country be 
placed on the 1 agenda of an 
Arab League session to be 
held in Cairo on Saturday, 
Arab League sources said. 

The Iraqi delegate, during 
a meeting of Arab League 
representatives here on 
Wednesday, called for -the 
U.S. missile strikes to be 
discussed “in order to adopt 
a common Arab position 
denouncing the attack," the 
sources said. 

But a League official who 
requested anonymity said 

(Contioned on page 1) 


Washington 
does not 
rule out 
more strikes 

WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — The United States 
will protect its regional 
allies and the flow of oil 
but will not get involved in 
the Kurdish "civil war," 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry told CBS 
Television Sunday. 

Chairman of tbe Joint 
Chiefs of Staff John Sha- 
likashvili told NBC that the 
United States would “not 
stand by idly” if Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein did 
not withdraw completely 
from Kurdish-inhabited 
northern Iraq. 

“We will ensure ... that 
(Saddam) Hussein does not 
lake action against his own 
people or against his neigh- 
bours,” General Sha- 
likashvili said. 

But he would not say 
what exactly how the Unit- 
ed States would do, saying 
“it is best ... that (Saddam) 
does not know exactly 
what we will do.” 

Mr. Perry defined vital 
U.S. strategic interests as 
ensuring the continued 
flow of oil from the Middle 
East and the sovereignty of 
U.S. allies on Iraq’s south- 
ern border, but condemned 
President Saddam’s “mon- 
strosities” against the 
Kurds. 

The two top defence offi- 
cials placed special empha- 
sis on the need to “contain” 
President Saddam. 

They called last week’s 
missile strikes on Iraq a 
success, with Gen. 
Salikashvili emphasising 
that the Iraqi president was 
“worse off" than before the 
cruise-missile strikes and 
the extension of the no-fly 
zone to the outskirts of 
Baghdad. 

Gen. Shalikashvili spoke 
on the NBC news pro- 
gramme “meet the press” 
after a spokesman for one 
of the Kurdish factions said 
its rival, backed by Iraqi 
forces, had captured the 
towns of Degala and Koi 
Sanjak. 

Iraqi-backed forces of the 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party appeared to be trying 

(Continued on page 7) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq said on Sunday it 
would take whatever action 
was. necessary to stop 
Turkey from establishing a 
security buffer zone in its 
northern Kurdish region. 

“We will take every nec- 
essary action in our part to 
prevent it (buffer zone),’’ 
said Harned Youssef Hum- 
marti, head of the Culture 
and Information Commit- 
tee at the Iraqi National 
Assembly (parliament). 
Speaking to reporters, he 
did not elaborate on 
whether such action would 
include military action. 

Mr. Hummadi, a former 
Iraqi culture and informa- 
tion minister, blamed 
Washington for pushing 
Ankara into trying to 
impose the security zone. 
Ankara proposed the tem- 
porary zone last week and 
Washington said it had 
nothing against the idea. 

"The Turkish government 
move is prompted by the 
American government not 
by the Turkish interest,” 
Mr. Hummadi said. 

His comments were made 
during a protest in front of 
the U.N. office in Baghdad, 
along with Iraq’s speaker of 
the assembly Sadoon Ham- 
madi and several members 


of parliament, against last 
week’s U.S. missile strikes 
against Iraq. 

"If the Turkish govern- 
ment insists on that buffer 
zone and interfering in 
Iraq’s interna] affairs, we 
think it will not be in the 
interest of both countries 
(Iraq and Turkey),” he 
added. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller said on Friday 
the proposed security cor- 
don would deter infiltration 
from Iraq by PKK guerril- 
las. 

"If Turkey feels that it has 
to protect itself it should 
have that buffer zone in its 
territory and not in Iraqi 
territory," Mr. Hummadi 
said. 

Mr. Hummadi welcomed 
the outcome of the Euro- 
pean union meeting in Ire- 
land which failed to back 
the United States on its 
missile strikes against Iraq. 

“The European Commu- 
nity (union) meeting did 
not support the U.S. and the 
situation in Russia is com- 
pletely with Iraq...China 
and to certain extent France 
(are with Iraq).” Mr. Hum- 
madi said. British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat, Mordechai 
agree to meet soon 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
Israel’s Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai spoke 
by telephone on Sunday 
and agreed to meet soon, an 
Israeli official said. 

"During the conversation, 
which was conducted in a 
positive atmosphere, both 
men decided to meet soon, 
after Arafat returns from a 
visit to Japan," Mr. • 
Mordecbai's spokesman 
said in a statement 

Mr. Arafat is due to travel 
on Monday to Japan where 
he will brief government 
officials on his landmark 
summit last Wednesday 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
discuss bilateral relations. 

Mr. Netanyahu, 

announced after bis talks 
with Mr. Arafat that Mr. 
Mordechai would meet the 
Palestinian leader on Sun- 
day. 

Bui a Palestinian official 
said on Saturday the meet- 
ing had been postponed 


because both men had busy 
schedules. 

“A final date for the meet- 
ing will be set soon,” the 
spokesman said. "They will 
discuss a series of security 
matters on the agenda 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority iPNA) 

Mr. Mordechai has been 
formulating Israeli plans 
for a long-delayed troop 
redeployment in the West 
Bank town of Hebron. 

Israel has said new secu- 
rity arrangements are need- 
ed to protect 400 Jewish 
settlers living among the 
120,000 Palestinians in 
Hebron. The Palestinians 
want Israel to implement 
unchanged a partial pullout 
agreed byits previous jov- 
emment. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy said on Sunday 
Israel was prepared to 
move quickly on peace 
with Palestinians but action 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Turkish-Cypriot soldier 
shot dead in apparent 
‘retaliatory’ murder 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Creek 
Cypriots shot dead a Tuxfcish- 

Cyprior soldier and wounded 
another along "the “green line” 
dividing (he island on Sunday in 
on apparent revenge attack. 
Turkish-Cypriot officials said. 

“It was a cold-blooded mur- 
der. out of a drive for revenge,” 
said Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller said the Nicosia 
government, a Greek-Cypriot 
administration, was to blame for 
allowing the attack and warned 
against further violence. 

The Turkish-Cypriot news 
agency TAK said a group of 
Greek Cypriots crossed the 
green line and opened (ire on a 
Turkish-Cypriot sentry post. 

The U.N. peacekeeping force 
UNFICYP said the incident 
took place close to the British 
sovereign base area of Ayios 
Nikolaos. "The area concerned 
is not ... in the United Nations 
buffer zone.” it said. 

Bases spokesman Anthony 
Warner said British military 
police were helping a Turkish 
investigation into the shootings, 
which took place two kilome- 
tres from the listening post of 
Ayios Nikolaas. 

The shots were apparently 
fired from north of the Turkish 
ceasefire line “and therefore 
outside British jurisdiction, but 
the perpetrators crossed the 1 00- 
metre strip” of bases territory, 
according to a British statement. 

Mrs. Ciller, whom Mr. Denk- 
tash briefed on the telephone, 
said: “I want to warn the Greek- 
Cypriot administration: the 


Greek side of the island is guilty 
in the first degree of this mur- 
der." 

“This armed attack is a sign 
that the Greek and Greek-Cvpri- 
oi side may go on to commit 
further provocations in the com- 
ing days.” she said, citing 
upcoming joint Greek and 
Greek-Cypriot military exercis- 
es. 

Turkey has complained to the 
United Nations, which patrols 
most of the buffer zone, and 
Britain. Mrs. Ciller said. 

She warned: “Nobody should 
fool themselves that the Turkish 
government has turned its atteu- 
rion away from the development 
of the situation on Cyprus in 
recent days as it focuses on 
northern Iraq.” 

The Cyprus government said 
it had no informadon about any 
shootings. while the Greek- 
Cypriot national guard posted 
some 700 metres away gave no 
report of gunfire during the 
night. 

Two members of the group 
fired 14 rounds from Kalash- 
nikov automatic weapons at the 
soldiers on sentry duty, Turkish- 
Cypriot security forces told 
TAK. The wounded soldier was 
in critical condition in a Fama- 
gusta hospital. 

Mr. Denktash called for Turk- 
ish Cypriots to stay calm. TAK 
reported. 

The incident came after Turk- 
ish forces shot dead a Greek- 
Cypriot demonstrator along the 
buffer zone not far from Ayios 
Nikolaos as he tried to tear 
down a Turkish flag at a sentry 
post on Aug. 14. 


U.S. diplomatic mission 
meets warring Afghans 


KABUL (AFP) — A U.S. 
diplomatic mission has held 
talks in Kabul with military 
strongman Ahmad Shah 
Masood and Afghan Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. 
. an American diplomat said Sun- 
day. 

In , “We arerinterested in the gen- 
eral Afghan peace process." 
said John Holtzman. deputy 
U.S. ambassador to Islamabad, 
describing the mission's trip 
here as a “routine visit." 

After meeting Mr. Hekmatyar 
Sunday morning Mr. Holtzman 
said he would next fly to the 
southern provincial capital Kan- 
dahar to hold talks with the lead- 
ers of the Taleban militia which 
is currently besieging Kabul. 

Aides to Mr. Masood. who 
hosted a dinner for Mr. Holtz- 
man Saturday, said one item 
discussed with the Americans 
was the sensitive issue of the 
proposed arms embargo against 
Afghanistan. 

■‘Imposition of an arms 
embargo will not be fair, it will 
only victimise the government." 
said a spokesman for Mr. 
Masood. 

The spokesman pointed out 
that whereas the Kabul govern- 
ment had to rely on easily mon- 
itored air transport to receive 
arms, opposition faciioas could 
use the largely unpoliceable 
“porous Pakistani border." 


"An Afghan arms embargo 
would only mean the strength- 
ening of the Taleban." he added. 

Accompanied by Brad Han- 
son of the U.S. consulate in the 
Pakistani -■ frontier- < city off. 
Peshawar.- Mr. Holtzman flew 
into Kabul Saturday on a Red- 
Cross flight from the northern 
provincial capital. Mazar-e- 
Sharif. In Mazar, Mr. Holtzman 
said he met with ex-communist 
General Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
who recently agreed with Kabul 
. to reopen the Salang Highway 
linking the two centres after 
nearly three years closure due to 
factional fighting. 

While there is a glimmer of 
hope for a negotiated peace with 
Gen. Dostum's National Islamic 
Movement of Northern 
Afghanistan, clashes continue 
south and east of Kabul between 
pro-Kabul factions and the Tale- 
ban. 

From their bases in adjacent 
Lugur province, the Taleban are 
poised to enter Ningaihar 
province, the shura or ruling 
council of which has mustered a 
defence force now duc-in along- 
side a joint group of fighters 
from both Mr. Masood and Mr. 
Hekmatyar. 

According to Kabul military 
officials the Taleban have con- 
centrated their forces in two 
Logar locations in preparation 
for an attack. 
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FLIGHT FROM DANGER: Iraqi Kurdish children gather around a Kurdish woman washing her clothes in a bowl, 
as the others carry water to their tents set up near Kani Masi village in northern Iraq, on Sunday. Nearly 40 families 
living in small Kurdish village of Tirvanis, only one kilometres from Turkish border, have settled near Kani Masi, 
fearing the rumours of Turkish troops may enter to north Iraq. Turkey said on Sunday it ultimately planned to mon- 
itor Kurdish rebel activity in northern Iraq with an electronic system, eliminating any need to keep troops there (see 
page one') (Reuters photol 


British 

construction 

minister 

arrives 

today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — British 
Minister of Construction 
James Clapptson arrives 
here on Monday at the head 
of a 15 member delegation 
on a five-day visit to Jor- 
dan, during which he will 
hold talks with senior Jor- 
danian officials and private 
sec? ioK"'' representatives' ton.'- 
trade and investment . 
opportunities in the '"fields 
of tourism, airporti. roads ’ 
and bridges construction, 
ports and water. 

The delegation includes 
senior British businessmen 
and officials, including 
construction companies, 
engineers, quantity survey- 
ors. risk management and 
brokers, in addition to 
manufacturers of building 
materials, a statement 
released by the British 
embassy said. 

The delegation will bold 
talks with the ministers of 
public works and housing, 
municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment, water 
and irrigation, post and 
communications on means 
of enhancing bilateral 
cooperation. 

The delegation will visit 
Aqaba airport, the Aqaba 
Regional Authority, the 
Pons Corporation, and the 
Aqaba Thermal Power 
Plant, the embassy said. 


U.S. attack on Iraq is 
fanning militant anger 


DUBAI (R) — U.S. strikes 
on Iraq threaten to fuel the 
rage of militan ts violently 
opposed to the Saudi gov- 
ernment and its American 
allies, analysts said on 
Sunday. 

"The missile attacks were 
embarrassing for the Saudi 
government and they will 
increase anti-American 
sentiments in the kingdom 
among militants who will 
be angered and might carry 
'•oqt 1 •more' ‘violence against 
Americans,".. said’ a Saudi, 
analyst. .• who>- asked to 
remain anonymous. 

Saudi Arabia, already 
under attack by militants 
for its close ties with Wash- 
ington and temporary home 
to some 5.006 U.S. military 
personnel enforcing the no- 
fly zone over southern Iraq, 
was silent as 44 U.S. cruise 
missiles hit Iraq last week. 

Analysis said the official 
silence underscored the 
Saudi government's sensi- 
tive position following the 
strikes that are likely to 
incense militants who con- 
demn the kingdom's rulers 
as subservient to the United 
States. 

Saudi Arabia relies heavi- 
ly on U.S. protection from 
Iraq but cannot afford to 
further alienate militants in 
the kingdom, where they 
were blamed for at least 
one of two powerful bombs 
that killed 24 Americans in 
the last year, analysts said. 

“The Saudi government is 
trying to swing to the U.S. 
orchestra led by Bill Clin- 
ton but their audience at 


home does not understand. 
They are in a fix.’’ one ana- 
lyst said. 

An exiled Saudi opposi- 
tion figure said the latest 
U.S. attacks on Iraq would 
strengthen militant accusa- 
tions that their govern- 
ment’s policies were heavi- 
ly influenced by Washing- 
ton and could trigger a vio- 
lent reaction. 

“The militants will see 
the U.S. attacks on Iraq as 



the Americans,*’ said Saad 
AJ Faqih. London-based 
leader of the Movement for 
Islamic Reform in Arabia. 

“This will only anger 
them more and they may 
carry out more attacks 
against Americans.” he 
added. 

The U.S. embassy in 
Riyadh has advised Ameri- 
cans living in the kingdom 
to remain alert following 
what it called new inflam- 
matory statements against 
the U.S. presence in the 
Gulf and U.S. missile 
attacks on Iraq. 

Four Saudis who con- 
fessed to the November 
bombing in Riyadh that 
killed five Americans and 
two Indians and said they 
had planned more attacks 
on U.S. targets were 
beheaded in May for the 
attack. But the political vio- 
lence did not end. 

Saudi authorities are still 
investigating a fuel truck- 
bombing at a military com- 
plex in eastern Saudi Ara- 


bia that killed 19 U.S. ser- 
vicemen in June. 

The United States has 
vowed to protect Saudi Ara- 
bia and other Gulf Arab 
states from any Iraqi threat 
But the kingdom’s most 
serious security challenge 
has come from under- 
ground. loosely organised 
militant groups. 

Homegrown militancy 
has gained momentum 
since the. Gulf war. when 
die-hard fundamentalists 
^ were enraged at the influx' 
"of fraif'aT million "mostly 
U.S. soldiers on conserva- 
tive Islamic Saudi soil. 

Most Saudis are opposed 
to violence but analysis 
warned that the latest U.S. 
attacks on Iraq also risked 
spreading resentment 
among ordinary people in 
the kingdom. "It’s not that 
there is sympathy for Sad- 
dam Hussein. But why does 
the U.S. speak of the 
human rights of the Kurds 
and ignore the rights of 
Bosnians and Israeli attacks 
on civilians in Lebanon?" 
asked a Saudi analyst. 

The U.S. missiles were 
fired from B-52 bombers 
flown in from the Pacific 
and warships in the Gulf. 

Mr.- Faqih said the fact 
that Saudi bases were not 
used in the operations 
would do little to ease the 
wrath of the militants. 

"There are U.S. soldiers 
in Saudi Arabia and attack- 
ing Iraq would not be possi- 
ble if the Saudi government 
were not so close to the 
Americans.” he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt seeks extra security in Philippines 

MANILA I AFP I — Egypt has asked die Philippines to* 
provide additional security for its diplomats in the coun- 
try amid threats from Middle East-based international 
extremists, a source said Sunday. In a letter from the 
Egyptian embassy here to the foreign department, dated 
Aug. 29. Cairo sought tightened security for its diplomats 
and flag carrier Egypt Air, saying they had been taigetted 
by extremists. A plot to bomb Egypt Air’s planes and 
assassinate its diplomats was uncovered by Cairo police 
last month, the source said, requesting anonymity. The 
letter did not state if the plot was targe tied only against 
Egypt’s aircraft and diplomats in the Philippines or i n 
other countries as well, the source added. Tire letter did 
not specify the motive behind the threat, but the source 
said this could have been related to Egypt’s involvement 
in the fight against international extremists, including the 
group of Ramzi Yousef, who was convicted Thursday fur 
plotting to bomb U.S. commercial airliners. Additional 
policemen have been deployed in the vicinity of the 
Egyptian embassy in the financial district of Makati. 

Israel wants to oust ‘mafia bosses’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police want 35 suspected] 
Russian underworld bosses from the former Soviet Union 
currently living in Israel ro be expelled, police source! 
said Sunday. The 35 people are suspected of arms trail 1 
ticking, pimping, money laundering, illegal gambling 
and extortion, the sources said. Police have given Interr 
or Minister Eli Suissa a list of the 35 Dames and askec 
him to sign expulsion orders, they said. 

Police and ministry officials are due to discuss the is&m 
within the next few days. Around 650,000 nationals fror 
the former Soviet UnioD have settled in Israel sine 
19S9. and the Russia mafia has used the exodus to gai 
a foothold in the Jewish state where money laundering 
not covered by law. 

Bahrain holds 3 for embassy attack 

MANAMA (AFP) — Bahraini authorities have arrest- 
three men accused of attacking the Russian embassy a 
seriously wounding a guard, newspapers reported 
Sunday. The Interior Ministry named the suspects 
Mohammad Abd Ali Jassem Issa. a teacher, and Moha 
mad Redha Mortaza A1 Sayed Ali and Farhat Khorsl 
Ifra who both work for a local company. Their nation 
icy was not given. Two gunmen shot a police guard a 
side the Russian embassy on Aug. 26 before escapinj 
a getaway car driven by a third man. Bahraini offic 
said. It was the first attack on a foreign mission in M , 
ama since anti-government unrest erupted in the C ’ 
emirate in December 1994. claiming at least 24- li 
The unrest is spearheaded by Shiite Muslims calling 
the restoration of the parliament suspended in 1975 
the Sunni Muslim-led government, and for an ero 
alleged job discrimination. Bahrain has accused Ira 
financing and training a “terrorist" group called Hiz 
lah-Bahrain to overthrow the government in Manair 

Saudi suffocates In bid for freedom , 

CAIRO (AFP) — An elderly Saudi suffocated to ' d 
as he tried to escape from-the kingdom to Egypt 
steel container on board an Egyptian* ship, the gO‘ 
ment daily Al Ahram said Sunday. Officers at the Ej 
ian port of Suez discovered the man's decomposing : 
in the chest on board the Al Arish ship which set off 
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia. The man. who was in his 
had been locked in the 75-cenrimetre high contain; 
a friend in a bid to escape from the Saudi authoritie 
Ahram said. He had with him a hammer and special : 
cutters as well as a ventilator, a bag of apples and v 
but luggage piled on top of the chest prevented him 
getting out once the boat had set off. ^ 

PNA to send observers to U.S. 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The Palestinian National At 
icy ( PNA > is to send a team to observe the United S 
presidential elections in November, the head o 
Palestinian election authority told AFP on Sunday. 

US embassy in Tel Aviv notified U.S. that arranger 
are under way to invite us to send two teams, o 
observe the presidential campaigns and another ft 
elections." Osama Abu Saflya said. He added th. 
invitation has not yet been formally made and ga 
details on the purpose of the observers. The 
embassy could not be reached on Sunday. The autl 
will also send a team of observers to monitor gt 
elections in Bosnia, due to begin on Thursday, he 
without giving the size of the delegation. “Palestine’ 
ticipaiion shows its concern that democracy take h- 
all nations. Mr. Abu Safiya said, quoted in the Pal 
ian news service WAFA. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


St Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh' Tel. S10740 
Assemblies or God Church Tel. 
632785. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


15:05 

Adventure On The 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 

Rainbow Pond 

Church of the Annunkation 

15:30 Oscar’s Orchestra 

Tel. 637440. 

15:45. 

Plavabout 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 

16:15 Doc. — World Echo 

Terra Sancta Church Tel 622366 

16:30 

Hcv Dad 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 

17:00 

News Flash 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

17:02 

Sciences Cartoon 

771331. 

17:15 

La Vie Devant Moi 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

17:30 

Game Show — 

Tel. 775261. 

Pyramidc 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 

18:00 

Magazine — La 

Amman International Church 

Marche Du Siecle/Part Two 

Tel. 652526 

19:00 


Evangelical Lutheran Church 

19:15 

Magazine — Cinq Sur 

Tel. S2432S. 

Cinq 


German-speaking Evangelical 

19.30 


Congregation Tel. 845457 

19:35 The Hypnotic World of 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

Paul Me Kcnna 

654932. 

20:00 

The Bis Wet 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 

'20:10 


675691. 

22:00 

News in Enelish 

The Evangelical Local Church 

22:25 

The Bold and the 

in Ammon Tel. 8 1 1 295 

Beautiful 

English-speaking 

23:10 


Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 



614190. 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:52 


WEATHER 

06:11. 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Bulletin supplied bv the 

12:33 

Dhuhr 

Department of Metenmlogy. 

16:07 

‘Asr 

Fine summer weather condi- 

18:56 


tions wilt prevail with clouds 

20:15. 


appearing at low attitudes and 



winds westerly moderate to 


CHURCHES 

active. In Aqaba, winds will be 


northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 17/28 

Aqaba 25/38 

Deserts 16/31 

Jordan Valley 24/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 3S Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 52 per 
cent. Aqaba 28 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
•AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Al Tusluq 
Dr. Nasser Ibrahim . 
Dr. Bahjat Bader .... 

Dr. VVafiq Qaddumi 

Ferdows pharmacy . 
A! Asema pharmacy. 
Nairoukh pharmacy 
Al Salam pharmacy.. 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Nttfib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dc GhadTa'omreh 

Al Quds pharmacy... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabhan . 

Khalifeb pharmacy . 


..757253 
..830432 
. .832642 
..893542 
..778336 
„ 637055 
..623672 
„ 636730 
....644945 
.637660 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Chi) Defence Department .661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Mice — 192.621 1 fl.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank.... 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Dept 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605500 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Wacr Ac Seuemye Ccn^lairas _&J74b7 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ..010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcpuris .623101 

AtxJali Tel. Repairs 66110! 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....SI 56 15 
Electric Power Co 63638 1 


RJ Flight Information ..05-53200 
.547632 Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


J5D06O 
... (—1 


.995743 

..985417 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ....81381332 


Khalidi Maiemitv...„ 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital .—667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali .664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

AJ- Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka -....891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -.602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgerv 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

109)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

102)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
afe supplied on phone US 
( 527(X1 ) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Sanaa (RJi 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah t RJ ) 

10:10 ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

15:00 London (RJj 

17:20 Cairo (RJ» 

17:45.. New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

00:15 Casablanca (RJ) 

01:45 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

04:10 Singapore, Kuala 

Lumpur t RJ ) 

Other Flights 

11:45 Khartoum (SD) 

13:40 Shariqah. Bahrain iGF) 

14:30 Kiev t6U) 

15:00 Vienna <OS> 

18:30 Athens. Istanbul (Q7j 



20:35 Cairo iMS> 

20:55 ....Paris. Damascus <AF) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

05:40 London iBA) 

Royal Wings (R\V> Flights 

09:50 Aqaba fRW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ) 

12:00 Casablanca (RJ) 

12 ^...Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

Cairo (RJi 

London (RJ) 

13 = 25 Frankfurt (RJ) 

2 J: 45 Damascus (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2 2:I5 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 A! "Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

°** :0 ^ Istanbul iTK) 

07:,< 5 Being. London (BA) 

...Beirut (ME) 

13:00 Khartoum (SD) 

14:30 Bahrain Abu Dhabi tGF) 
Kiev (6U) 

Ca 'r°lMSl 

tJ*!! Tel Aviv (LY) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

fjin" _■ Amsterdam (KL) 

^■ 00 . ;"V 8eirur - Athens (OA) 
Royal Wings (R\V) Rights 


20:30 Aqaba 

hijaz railway tr/ 

CVp. Amrran — 8£0 am every! 
•An Damascus — 5:00 pm way • 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am every 

An. Amman StOpmeway 

MARKET PR1C 


* 


Upper/lower price in fils pt 

Apple 

70C 

Banana. 

60( 

Banana t mukhammao -521 

Banana (imported) _..78( 

Carrot .. 

Cucumber (large) .. 
Cucumber (small). 
Eggplant „ 

... — 201 
joa 



Fig 

300 

Garlic 

Grapes 

Lemon .. 

,.78 

12.421 
_ 40Q 

Marrow (large) _ 

....... 200 

Marrow (smali) 
Mulukhiah 

360 

Hi 

Onion fdrvl 

Okra 

— M 
.....lion 

Pea. _ 

70C 


346 


Plum ,_62fl 


String Bean 

I 950) 

Sweet melon 

>1001 


Tomato .._2W 

Water melon J00/ 



p r ri' 
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Building 
techniques 
promoted in 
conference 



His Royal Highness Prince Ihlal Ben Mohammad, rapporteur of the National Security 
Council, Sunday visited the Prime Ministry where he met with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Ka band and reviewed issues related to the duties of the National Security 
Council. Prince Tala! also paid three separate visits to the Ministry of Finance, the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) and RoyaJ Jordanian. He reviewed economic conditions with 
Finance Minister Marwan Awad. Mr A wad informed him of the ministry's intention to 
send financial and economic reports to the National Security Cound1.At the CBJ, 
Prince Tala! was briefed on the Bank's efforts to enhance confidence in the local cur- 
rency and achieve financial and monetary stability (Petra photo) 


Minister to support modernisation 
of agricultural sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikat Sunday received a 
delegation representing cat- 
tle breeders, dairy farmers 
and other various coopera- 
tive societies and discussed 
demands to promote their 
work and production. 

The delegation asked that 
the government allow cattle 
imports and the minister 
assured them that the 
request would be reviewed 
in conjunction with various 
concerned institutions in 
light of local market needs. 

The group also discussed 
modernising legislation 
concerning dairy produc- 
tion, and increased vaccina- 
tion to immunise ; .cattle, 
against disease. 

Insisting upon govern- 
ment support for cattle 
farmers' efforts to develop 
livestock wealth. Dr 


Shneikat said he hoped to 
see modem techniques 
introduced to increase milk 
production and that animal 
feed grown locally would 
gradually suffice the local 
market’s needs. 

The minister suggested 
that farmers create a dairy 
products share holding 
company and further stated 
the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture's intent of facilitating 
loans for such a project 
from the Industrial Devel- 
opment Bank. 

Dr Shneikat also urged 
dairy' farms to produce 
cheese and butter to meet 
local market needs noting 
that much of these products 
are currently imported from 
other countries 

He said the ministry was 
maintaining a mere super- 
visory' role over the farmers 
work along with the provid- 


ing of veterinary vaccines 
leaving the production mat- 
ters to the private sector. 

Later Dr Shneikat 
received a delegation repre- 
senting a merchants union 
which deals in agricultural 
materials and equipment. 

The delegation demanded 
that the government exempt 
seeds and other primary 
elements needed for 
increasing food production 
from customs fees and the 
minister promised to 
review these demands 
keeping reasonable cost for 
the farmers in mind. 

In an address to the Agri- 
cultural Council Saturday 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said that his 
government was eager to 
institute methods to booster 
the country’s self-reliance 
in food production. 


RAMTHA (Petra) — 
Combining modern build- 
ing techniques with Arabic 
design was the focus of a 
three-day science confer- 
ence opened at the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) Sun- 
day with the participation 
of 30 delegates from vari- 
ous Arab countries. 

They will concentrate on 
architectural designs and 
maintenance issues as well 
as energy preservation in 
buildings unique to the 
Arab world. 

JUST Vice-President 
Ahmad Abul Hija opened 
the meeting by stating that 
Jordan along with other 
developing nations contin- 
ues to witness rapid popu- 
lation growth thus requir- 
ing an increased number of 
buildings and housing 
units. 

This in turn requires the 
continual development of 
building materials and 
designs to cater to modem 
needs especially that of 
insulation to save energy in 
these establishments, said 
Dr. Abul Hija 

The rapid depletion of 
world energy resources, the 
limited income of many 
citizens and rising inflation 
are factors that should 
encourage engineers and 
architects to come up with 
innovative designs, said Dr 
Abul Hija 

Addressing the meeting 
was also Dr. Tbyseer 
Khidewi, dean of the fac- 
ulty of engineering at 
JUST, who outlined the 
importance of modem 
engineering and architec- 
tural designs in the Arab 
World 

The delegates will review 
16 reports.and case studies 
focusing on defective 
buildings, preventive mea- 
sures to avoid damage in 
construction, insulation 
and typical maintenance 


Deputising for 
His Majesty King 
Hussein, Minister 
of Health Aref 
Bataineh Sunday 
opens a six-day 
scientific meeting 
organised at the 
Royal Cultural 
Centre by the 
International 
Academy of 
Pathology (Arab 
Division) (Petra 
photo). 



Defendants in diplomat shooting case 
claim they were scapegoated 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two defen- 
dants, accused of sabotage 
in the State Security Court, 
Sunday retracted confes- 
sions they signed during 
questioning, claiming they 
were signed under duress 
adding that the authorities 
used them as scapegoats. 

The two defendants 
Salem Abdullah Jaradat and 
Ahmad Qassem, are 
charged with plotting to 
carry out extremist attacks, 
and the manufacturing and 
possession of illegal arms 
and hand-made explosives. 

The defendants are also 
being tried at the Amman 
Criminal Court on charges 
of shooting and wounding 
the former secretary at the 
French embassy, Gilles 
Heine on February 1995. 
The French envoy was vis- 


iting a tourist area in Wadi 
Mujeb with his wife Flo- 
rence. 

But during Sunday's 
court session, the two 
defendants denied every 
poisted accusation claiming 
they were on a hunting trip 
in Wadi Mujeb on Feb. 24, 
when the incident occurred. 

They added that they 
beard people screaming and 
fighting in that area then 
saw police units shooting in 
the direction of the brawl. 

“We saw a foreign man 
and his wife sitting in a car, 
so we ran toward their car 
because we were afraid we 
would be struck by a stray 
bullet and because we were 
carrying a gun.” they told 
the court room. 

They added that the 
French diplomat struggled 
with them, “thinking that 
we wanted to kidnap him, 
then he was struck by a bul- 


let which we did not fire." 

They claimed to have 
been framed by the authori- 
ties who accused them of 
shooting the French envoy, 
“because we refused to join 
and cooperate with security 
forces in the past" . 

Testifying for the defence 
team was Military Prosecu- 
tor-General Captain Mah- 
moud Hyasat, who was pre- 
sent when the two defen- 
dants were interrogated by 
state prosecutor Colonel 
Mahmoud Obeidar three 
days after their apprehen- 
sion. 

He stated that be saw 
blood on the second defen- 
dant's leg “and I gave him a 
tissue to wipe his leg, but I 
do not know were the blood 
came from." 

The defence is trying to 
prove that their clients were 
subjected to torture by 
security forces before they 


were transferred to the state 
prosecutor for inquiry. 

At the end of the session 
attorneys Hikmat 

Rawashdeh and Saleh 
Armouti, asked the court to 
summon the French couple 
to testify, but the court 
rejected their plea as the 
two were not present in the 
Kingdom. 

The military tribunal 
postponed the case to Sept. 
14. 

On Sept. 11, the defen- 
dants will stand trial at the 
Criminal Court, Mr. 
Armouti said. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that both defendants will 
testify in the case. In addi- 
tion, the attorneys will pre? 
sent a medical report indi- 
cating that the bullet fired 
at Mr. Heine was not shot 
from their client's gun. 


Popular Fuhais restaurant comes 
under community fil e 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Municipality of Fuhais held a public 
meeting which was attended by almost 60 people in an 
attempt to discuss what has become the controversial 
issue of licensing restaurants in the area, but nothing 
much appeared to have been resolved. 

Some members of the community are seeking to shut 
down Al Zawadeh Restaurant winch opened just one 
year back in the restored area that has become known as 
Ruwwaq Al Balqa. Another restaurant has applied for 
licensing in the same area. 

The meeting, held at Beit Al Fuhais, was chaired by 
Odeh Sweiss and attended by Fuhais Mayor Antoine 
Dayeh as well as members of the community. 

According to Musa Shteiwi, a professor of sociology at 
the University of Jordan and an active resident of the 
F uhais community, attendance was relatively small con- 
sidering the population of the municipality, estimated at 
around 20,000 . 

He said that the discussion was not conducted is a : par- 
ticularly sophisticated manner and that no solid argu- 
ments. concerning the issue, ; of shutting, jgpwn the 
Zawadeh Restaurant or the refusal of licensing new ones 
were given. . 

Dr. Shteiwi said that complaints about the restaurant, 
popular with the local and foreign community, were 
many, among which; loud music after midnight, “unac- 
ceptable social behaviour” of its patrons, serving alcohol 
without a licence, and the taking up of too many parking 
spaces. 

He added that many people attending [the meeting 
believed that restaurants would commercialise the region 
in a manner that is not necessarily beneficial to the area. 
They also expressed fears of commercialising the area to 
an extent that would detract from its traditional heritage, 
he continued. 

Dr. Shteiwi said there are practical problems that the 
municipality can deal with simply by formulating regu- 
lations governing restaurants and tourist attractions. 

He added that the people of Fuhais need to find ways to 
work within the community and with the owners of 
restaurants in a manner that would ensure the interest of 
the region. 

Finally, Dr. Shteiwi said there is no reason why the 
municipality should stop issuing restaurant licenses but 
at the same time take the necessary steps to ensure that 
the town benefits, that the owners abide by the regula- 
tions, and that a proper infrastructure exists in order to 
ensure the peaceful coexistence of all. 

Mayor Abu Dayeh said that the meeting was called for 
by public request, and that as a mayor he is forced to 
abide by the rules and listen to the demands of his munic- 
ipality. 


The mayor said that he believes that the complaints 
stem from the fact that there is little social balance 
between the customers of the Zawadeh Restaurant and 
the people of Fuhais. 

He added that the owners have violated regulations, 
such as serving alcohol without a liquor licence and at 
the vicinity of a religious institution. Other breaches, 
according to the mayor were the invasion of privacy and 
“unacceptable social behaviour" of customers witnessed 
by members of the community. 

Mr. Abu Dayeh said that a committee was formed to 
study the tourist sites and define proper rules by which 
owners of public places should abide, yet that the 
Zawadeh owners completely ignored it. 

He said that even though Khalil Naouri, the owner of 
the new restaurant seeking a licence to operate, donated 
JD 10,000 to the members of the municipality, he was 
denied the permit. 

According to Mr. Abu Dayeh the community is so frus- 
trated that even such a donation would not dissuade them 
from their determination to shut down the existing eatery 
*’ land refuse the licensing of another. " - uO ! 

Midian Jazerah, one of the owners of Zawadeh, said 
that the main problem is that certain members of the 
community in Fuhais feel threatened by f th£ success of 
the restaurant and would like to see it shut down so they 
can benefit from similar enterprises of their own. 

He said that 80 per cent of the restaurant's employees 
are employed from the Fuhais community, and that all 
the ingredients needed for the restaurants are locally pur- 
chased. As such, he continued, the restaurant is definite- 
ly benefiting the town of Fuhais. 

Furthermore, he said, when complaints about loud 
music were forwarded, the restaurant complied, and 
today no music is played after 1 1 :30 p-m. 

Mr. Jazerah added that he believes complaints about 
parking are being used by certain members of Fuhais as 
an excuse to profit. 

He said that he and his partners were approached twice 
in that regard. 

The first time, he said, they were asked to pay JD 
10,000-15,000 in order to level a plot of land and build a 
parking lot which they later would have to pay rent on. 

The second offer solicited was a fee of JD 3,000 for. 
each 10 parking spaces on the road. 

Also, Mr. Jazerah protested against allegations of not 
having a liquor license saying that it is available for any- 
one who is interested in seeing it, and that according to 
regulations, alcohol should not be served within 75 
meters from a religious institution, and that they are 
much further away than the required 75 metres from any 
religious edifice. 

Finally, he said that they are ready and willing ro 
accommodate all legitimate complaints, and hope that all 
will be solved peacefully. 
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FILM 


* “Les Chonans” at the French Cultural Centre 
at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by artists from France, Algeria, Ibrfcfcy* 
Morocco, arid Egypt entitled “Tapis Volants” . at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibd^v 
until Sept, 24. 

* Wrought-iron exhibition by Salim Bandak at 
Kan Zaman (Tel. 736449k until Sept 15. 

* Works by Batoul Al Fakiki at Baladna Art 
Gallery* Gardens Street (Tbi. 687598), until Sept 
1L 

* Summer ‘96” exhibition at Parat AJ Fanuq* 

Jabal Weibdeh, until Oct. 8. 


Wastewater impact on environment debated 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An environ- 
mental assessment-scoping 
session on the establish- 
ment of new waste water 
treatment plants in the 
Greater Amman Area - 
Amm an. Zarqa and 
Ruseifah — was held Sun- 
day to identify the environ- 
mental issues to be 
addressed. 

The participants of the 
session represent the Min- 
istry of Water and Irriga- 
tion, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID.),which funded the 
project and is responsible 
for its implementation, and 
Harza. an American compa- 
ny. 

According to the study, 
which was carried out from 
within the auspices of a 
Water Quality Improve- 
ment and Conservation 
Projecr conducted by 
USAID, it is a difficult task 
to address every environ- 
mental dilemma, which 
may or may not come to 
pass, in an environmental 
assessment. 

This is where the need for 


identification of significant 
issues to the project arises 
so that subsequent work be 
based on the assessment. 

The session was dedicat- 
ed to the presentation of a 
master plan and feasibility 
study for the rehabilitation, 
expansion and development 
of existing wastewater sys- 
tems in die A mm an -Zarqa 
River Basin Area. 

The report was delivered 
by Ashok Lagvankar, pro- 
ject manager of Harza, and 
Pete Saunders, the compa- 
ny’s senior engineer scien- 
tist. 

Scoping is the name of 
the identification process 
which is directed towards 
identification of a projects’ 
most relevant issues, 
whereas the environmental 
assessment describes the 
impact the project has on its 
surrounding environment. 

In his address USAID 
officer Abdullah Ahmad 
familiarised the participants 
with this definition of scop- 
ing, noting that such a pro- 
cedure would have been out 
of the question 20 years 
ago. 

“The session aims 
towards conclusions which 


will influence the threshold 
decisions taken by the Jor- 
danian Water Authority in 
conjunction with USAID,” 
Mr. Ahmad explained. 

“It is dedicated towards 
the identification of factors 
which might significantly 
impact the environment,” 
he added. 

These factors, which fall 
under the categories of 
socio-economic, public 
health, natural resources, 
institutional and technical 
issues, will be analysed in 
their environmental frame- 
work, Mr. Ahmad stated. 

The study will reflect the 
influence of these elements 
on the environment. 

In a presentation which 
described existing facilities 
and potential site alterna- 
tives, Dr. Lagvankar stated 
that wastewater coining 
from Amman, Zarqa and 
Ruseifah is currently col- 
lected in the Ain Ghazal 
area and that waste water 
from the Hashimiya area is 
taken to Al-Samra. 

According to a study of 
population growth up to the 
year 2225, the populations 
of Amman and Zarqa will 
rise from a 1995 figure of 


1.5 million to 5.1 million in 
2225 — a more than three- 
fold increase. 

Dr. Lagvankar further 
stated plans to pump the 
wastewater coming from 
Amman. Zarqa, and 
Ruseifah to the Jordan Val- 
ley and thus utilise it for 
irrigation. 

In terms of the expansion 
of present facilities. Dr. 
Lagvankar used the exam- 
ple of the sewage treatment 
system in Al-Samra, which 
presently receives 170,000 
M3 of waste water a day. It 
was originally designed to 
receive a mere 68,000 M3 a 
day. Al-Samra is currently 
being upgraded. 

Mr. Saunders focused his 
presentation on five poten- 
tial environmental compo- 
nents; the first being socio- 
economic factors such 
odour, dust, noise and 
employment. 

The employment factor 
will assess the impact of 
various project options on 
local employment, during 
both construction and oper- 
ation, and show whether the 
project induces economic 
development, enhances 
business and job opportuni- 


ties. 

The public health element 
includes occupational 
health and public safety 
which deal with the level of 
health and safety guards 
provided for workers dur- 
ing the projected plant’s 
construction and operation. 

The natural resources 
issue examines the contam- 
ination of soil and ground 
water resources necessary 
in the case that water be 
reused for irrigation pur- 
poses. 

Institutional factors cover 
issues such as availability 
of essential resources, 
whether they are locally 
available for construction 
or must be imported. This is 
a significant question for 
Jordan which tangibly lacks 
many natural resources. 

Finally there is the issue 
of technical elements, 
which includes operability, 
reliability and con- 
structability (this includes 
difficulties which might 
occur due to unavailable 
skills, material, unusable 
topography or geology). 

Mr. Saunders emphasised 
the necessity of studying all 
pertinent factors affecting 


the assessment to pinpoint 
which ones are the most rel- 
evant and secure participa- 
tion of those parties who 
demonstrate the greatest 
expertise. 

This is a crucial point he 
emphasised, as the plan will 
effect more than half of Jor- 
dan's population and thus 
all social, natural and insti- 
tutional aspects of the 
Kingdom’s environment 
must be taken into consid- 
eration and the advice of 
experts as well as citizens is 
imperative to ensure the 
project's success. 

“The issues being identi- 
fied so far,” Mr. Saunders 
concluded,” are suggestions 
and claim no finality. Dif- 
ferent teams will decide on 
the significance they have 
to the environmental 
assessment," 

And, indeed, different 
groups tackled one each of 
the five major categories 
and debated their signifi- 
cance along with other top- 
ics during the session. 

The conclusions reached 
will be issued in a statement 
and given to USAID for a 
final review. 
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4 World News 

First Russian troops leave 
Chechenya under peace plan 


MOSCOW iR) — A battal- 
ion of Russian troops began 
pulling out of Chechenya 
Sunday, the first to with- 
draw under a peace deal 
signed with the rebels by 
Russian security chief 
Alexander Lebed. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said the 133rd Battalion had 
taken pan in all major com- 
bat operations in the break- 
away region and had a 
fiercesome reputation 
among the rebels, who nick- 
named it “black wing". 

The peace deal signed last 
month provides for the 
withdrawal of all troops 
temporarily stationed in the 
region, but there is disagree- 
ment about what that 
involves. 

The rebels say the fact that 
Lite re were no troops in 
Chechenya before the con- 
flict began in late 1994 
means that nil of them must 
pull out. But the Russian 
side has said that some 


troops will be based there 
permanently. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
added to the confusion 
Thursday when he broke his 
silence on Gen. Lebed's 
peace mission by saying he 
backed the deal but opposed 
the early wiihdiawal of 
troops. 

Russian troop Comman- 
der Vyacheslav Tikhomirov- 
said at a departure ceremo- 
ny near the Chechen capital 
Grozny that the deal was the 
last chance for the conflict 
to be resolved peacefully. 

"Today’s attempt at a 
peaceful resolution of the 
military conflict in Che- 
chenya is already the third. 
There will not be a fourth." 
TASS quoted him as telling 
reporters at the military air- 
port where the troops had 
gathered. 

" "If this attempt fails, the 
issue will be resolved with 
other methods and means.” 

Interfax News Agency 


quoted Gen. Tikhomirov as 
saying that Gen. Lebed. Mr. 
Yeltsin's national security 
adviser and secretary of his 
Security Council, might 
return to Chechenya Tues- 
day to discuss outstanding 
problems with the deal. 

"In the last few days quite 
a few questions and prob- 
lems have built up which 
demand the direct participa- 
tion of the Security Council 
secretary." it quoted him as 
saying. 

“Pray God that this time 
it’s really peace and not 
another case of giving up 
ground," Gen. Tikhomirov 
said. The military have 
complained that previous 
ceasefires only helped the 
rebels rearm and regain 
positions won through 
months of combat. 

The latest deal involves a 
political agreement for the 
first time, fuelling hopes 
that it will bring a lasting 
peace. 


N. Ireland talks resume under expulsion cloud 


BELFAST iR) — Nor- 
thern Ireland’s peace talks, 
resume Monday with 
hardline Protestants de- 
manding the expulsion of 
two small parties whose 
inclusion was initially 
seen as a major bonus for 
the entire ill-starred peace 
process. 

Ian Paisley, leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Par- 
ty. signalled at the week- 
end that he would be seek- 
ing to have the two small 
Protestant groups barred 
over a death - threat against 
maverick "loyalist" Billy 
Wright. 

The expulsion of the 
Progressive Unionist Party 
and Ulster Democratic 
Party would deprive the 
talks of the only represen- 
l * : ^iatives of gunmen whose 
war for and against British 
_ rule in the province has 
killed 3.200 in 27 years. 

They are spokesmen for 
Protestant loyalist militia 
who called a truce in 
October 1994 to try to get 
their political wings in- 
volved in talks which 
Britain and Ireland said 
were the best hope for 
years of a lasting settle- 
ment to the conflict. 

Rev. Paisley said he 
wanted them expelled for 
failing to condemn a death 
threat by the loyalists' 
umbrella organisation 
against Mr. Wright, a 
Protestant activist who 
challenged their participa- 
tion in the negotiations. 

Mr. Wright, who is said 
by security sources to be 
close to one wing of the 
outlawed Ulster Volunteer 
Force guerrillas, says the 
talks were framed by Bri- 
tain and Ireland to appease 


Irish nationalists who want 
an end to British rule. 

If the PUP and UDP 
were ousted, it would 
leave the talks dominated 
by parties who have failed 
to reconcile pro-British 
Protestants and pro-Irish 
Catholics over more than a 
quarter of a century. 

The talks, chaired by for- 
mer U.S. Senator George 
Mitchell, have failed to 
tackle a single substantive 
issue since they began in 
June and have turned into 
a replay of the Protestant- 
Catholic rivalry at the root 
of the conflict. 

The British and Irish 
governments, joint spon- 
sors of the negotiations, 
said last week that only 
talks could resolve Nor- 
thern Ireland’s 27-year-olcT 
“troubles." Both have pub- 
licly thrown their weight 
behind the Belfast negotia- 
tions. 

Privately, however. Irish 
and British 'officials fear 
that the negotiations have 
been hijacked by parties 
representing the pro- 
vince’s 60 per cent pro- 
British majority who fear 
the talks will lead to a dilu- 
tion of Northern Ireland's 
British status. 

"They’re going absolute- 
ly nowhere." said a senior 
Irish official deeply in- 
volved in the talks. “It will 
take little short of a mira- 
cle to kickstart the process 
for real." 

Sinn Fean, the political 
wing of the IRA guerrilla 
movement fighting British 
rule, has been barred from 
the negotiations from the 
outset because of the IRA’s 
decision to end a 17- 
month ceasefire last 


February. 

The IRA (Irish Repub- 
lican Army) says the talks 
are an attempt to force it to 
stan surrendering the guns 
and bombs it has used to 
attack British security tar- 
gets for decades. 

Once more at war with 
Britain, the IRA has 
bombed London and a 
British army base in 
Germany since February 
while avoiding attacks in 
Nonhem Ireland itself for 
reasons it has never made 
clear. 

Martin McGuinness. 
Sinn Fein’s chief strate- 
gist, said last week that the 
“slate needed to be wiped 
clean" and an entire new 
peace process rebuilt, sig- 
nalling no new IRA cease- 
fire In the forseeable 
future: ‘ 

Mgan while. Northern 

Ireland secretary Sir Pat- 
rick Mayhew said here 
Saturday night that vio- 
lence prevailed over the 
rule of law during the tra- 
ditional marches by the 
province’s Protestant com- 
munity in July. 

He said “the rule of law 
was violently, deliberately 
and successfully chal- 
lenged” in the town of 
Portadown when Protes- 
tant demonstrators suc- 
ceeded in forcing the po- 
lice to let them follow a 
traditional route through a 
Catholic area previously 
declared off-limits. 

The decision triggered 
violent clashes between 
the two rival communities 
which left one person dead 
and more than 340 injured. 

It was the first official 
admission that the police 
had come under pressure 


to let the march proceed. 

Addressing members of 
an Irish-British Associa- 
tion. Sir Patrick criticised 
"a lack of accurate insight 
into the intensity of feeling 
on both sides of the com- 
munity.” Despite the long 
lull in violence, he said 
“the volcano was not 
extinct and when it erupt- 
ed, it did so with horrify- 
ing ferocity.” 

“Nobody committed to 
peace and to the rule of 
law can look back on those 
dire events and see them as 
a victory.... They were a 
defeat for the province as a 
whole, for the democratic 
process and for all those 
who support and depend 
for their liberty upon the 
rule of law.” 

“The only people who 
profited from them were 
the sinister people on both 
sides who sought to mani- 
pulate the situation for 
their own malign ends.” he 
said. 

He said the wounds 
would “take. I know, a 
very long time to heal”. 

Sir Patrick said resuming 
the multi-party talks on the 
future of Northern Ireland 
would be “extremely diffi- 
cult.” 

“It is clear to everyone 
that an unequivocal res- 
toration of the Irish Re- 
publican Army ceasefire 
would be the greatest con- 
tribution to restoring con- 
fidence.' Next must be the 
maintenance of the loyalist 
ceasefire,” he said. 
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The agreement involves 
postponing any decision on 
Chechenya's political status 
for five years, thereby skirt- 
ing die issue at the heart of 
the conflict. 

But it is vague on detail 
and critics have warned that 
the rebels — whose former 
leader declared Chechenya 
independent in 1991 — may 
use it to take power, invali- 
dating 21 months of fight- 
ing which has killed tens of 
thousands of people. 

TASS quoted sources 
close to the talks Gen. Le- 
bed held with rebel Chief- 
of- Staff Aslan Maskhadov 
as saying that Commander 
Maskhadov had welcomed 
the departure of the 133rd 
Battalion, which is due to 
return to its base near St. 
Petersburg. 

“That battalion is a pain in 
the neck, let it be the first to 
go," the sources quoted 
Commander Maskhadov as 
saying. 
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Irish film director Neil Jordan holds his “Golden Lion” trophy Saturday after win- 
ning the top award of the 53rd Venice Film Festival for his film Michael Collins 
(Reuter photo) 

IRA film wins top prize at Venice 

VENICE. Italy iR) — Michael Collins, for his role in Schindler’s List, did not 
Irish Director Neil Jordan's controversial attend the ceremony because he was still in 
epic about the IRA. drew top prizes at the hospital in nearby Padua after falling ill last 
Venice Film Festival Saturday, winning the week in Venice with an intestinal problem. 
Golden Lion Awards for best film and best He portrayed Collins, who was killed in 
actor for Liam Neeson’s leading role. an IRA ambush in 1922 after breaking with 

The film, which also stars actress Julia his comrades when he sought a negotiated 
Roberts, recounts the life of Collins, the settlement with Britain. 

IRA’s former director of intelligence who Aidan Quinn, Neeson's supporting actor 
helped fight for Ireland's independence in Michael Collins, accepted the award on 
from 1919 to 1921. his behalf and said Neeson was “deeply 

“Studios usually don’t make movies that honoured" to receive the award and was 
show at festivals like this, particularly happy with “the fantastic audiences at 
movies which deal with difficult subjects Venice who received the film so enthusias- 
that can give rise to arguments of all kind.” tically." 

Jordan said in his acceptance speech at the The Golden Lion Award for best actress 
closing ceremony. went to four-year-old French actress 

“I felt that Michael Collins would make a Victoire Thivisol. who played the leading 
good movie, especially for Ireland." he role in director Jacques Doi lion’s film 
said. Ponette. 

The Warner Bros production — chosen Thivisol plays a girl who tries to deal with 
from a field of 17 films competing at the the unbearable absence of her mother who 
11 -day Venice Festival — has stirred con- is killed in a car accident. She looks for her 
croversy in Britain where some politicians and waits for her and no one can convince 
have said they fear it will fan sectarian ten- her her mother will not return, 
sions in Northern Ireland. It is due for Doilion. in accepting the award for 
release in Britain early next year. Thivisol, referred to the fact that some peo- 

Jordan, in a statement released during the pie in the audience at the film's screening 
festival, defended his decision to make the earlier this week booed at the end and said 
film, to which the director devoted 13 years they disapproved of the use of such a young 
of research and work. actress. 

“The film spares neither the Irish nor the “Victoire did not make this film under 
British in its depiction of the savagery of threats," he said. 

the time.” he said. “How often has indepen- Actor Chris Penn was awarded the best., 
dence been achieved without bloodshed? supporting actor prize for his role in 
Very rarely." American" director Abel Ferrara's The 

Much of the film was shot in Dublin with Funeral in which he portrays a young mob 
Jordan using thousands of its citizens as member out to avenge his brother’s killing, 
unpaid extras. A set. however, was used for A special jury award was given to 
the fighting scenes. Brigands by Georgian -bom director Otar 

Jordan's 1992 film The Crying Game also Iosseliani and Britian’s Ken Loach received 
came under fire for what was perceived as a a special medal for a film devoted to human 
sympathetic portrayal of the Irish solidarity for Carla’s Song, a love story 
Republican Army (IRA). with a political background set in Ni- 

Neeson. who was nominated for an Oscar carasua in the late 1980s. 


Major bids to win over voters with mail-shot 


LONDON (R) — British Prime Minister 
John Major, who insists he will not call a 
general election until next year, said 
Sunday he was writing to more than two 
million voters in key districts to convince 
them his policies were right. 

With the ruling Conservatives trailing the 
opposition Labour Party by up to 30 points 
in opinion polls. Mr. Major has already- 
raised the pre-election temperature with a 
tour around the country and a new poster 
campaign. 

Mr. Major, who surprised pundits with his 
1992 election victory, is now down to a 
one-seat overall majority in the 65 1 -seat 


parliament. But he said last week: “I am not 
going to call an election this year. The elec- 
tion will be next year." 

He has to call one by May 1997 at the lat- 
est. 

On Sunday, in an article For the tabloid 
News Of The World, he revealed Conser- 
vative plans for an unprecedented mail-shot 
to voters in 104 key constituencies where 
the next election could be decided. 

“I know our decision to raise taxes during 
the worldwide recession was unwelcome. I 
regret the fact that we had to do it but it was 
the right thing to do." he wrote. 


Michael Jackson launches comeback tour in Prague 


PRAGUE (R) — Pop star 
Michael Jackson launched 
his first concert tour in three 
years Saturday with a high- 
tech spectacle in Prague 
aimed at restoring a career 
tarnished by allegations of 
child molcsration." 

Jackson exploded through 
the floor of his futuristic 
stage and emerged in gold- 
plated astronaut's armo'ur to 
open the concert with one of 
his latest hits. Scream. 


On a stage blending a 
classical Greek temple with 
a space station. Jackson 
matched the high tech wiz- 
ardry with his formidable 
dancing skills, singing 
many of the hits of his" 20- 
year career. 

The three-month HIStory 
world tour will take hun- 
dreds of tonnes of equip- 
ment to stops in Europe. 
Africa. Asia, but with no 
dates scheduled for the 


Americas. 

Many of the estimated 
1 20.000 spectators on 
Prague’s sprawling Letna 
Plain — where Communist 
leaders once reviewed mili- 
tary parades — stood awe- 
struck as massive “jum- 
botron" video screens domi- 
nated Jackson’s virtual-real- 
ity show. 

“It’s more of a video game 
than a concert." said one 
Prague student as she stood 



Organisers carry away a girl who passed out during American pop megastar Michael 
Jackson's concert in Prague. Jackson launched his new world tour HIStory in Prague 
in front of an estimated 120,000 fans, with dozens of fans treated Tor exhaustion but 
no serious injuries were reported (Reuter photo) 


in the crowd mid- way from 
where the real Jackson 
looked like a blip on a radar 
screen. 

Fans from Malta to Mos- 
cow made the trip to Prague, 
but the biggest of the 
40.000-strong foreign con- 
tingent came from neigh- 
bouring Germany where 
Jackson had cancelled 
planned stops because of 
high taxes charged to visit- 
ing entertainers. 

Some 1 30.000 people 
were expected for the two- 
hour concert in Prague, but 
ticket touts outside the gates 
were offering $30 tickets for 
less than $10. 

Czech President Vaclav 
Havel — dubbed “rock’n 
roll president" as a fan of 
the Rolling Stones. Velvet 
Undergound and Frank 
Zappa, who have all played 
in Prague — showed up 
although he said Jackson’s 
music “isn’t close” to him. 

The First part of the tour 
has a heavy Eastern Euro- 
pean flavour with stops 
planned for Hungary. Ro- 
mania. Poland, and Russia, 
matching a theme running 
through the HIStory album 
which includes the song 
Stranger In Moscow. 

The first tour of the self- 
proclaimed “King of Pop" 
since 1993’s Dangerous tour 
is to back HlStoty, which 
has lagged well behind his 
19S2 album Thriller, the all- 
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American pop megastar Michael Jackson (left) performs during the beginning of his 
concert in Prague Saturday. Jackson launched in Prague his new world tour HIStorv 
in front of an estimated 120.000 spectators (Reuter photo) 


time top seller with 44 mil- 
lion copies sold worldwide. 

But the tour marks the 
biggest effort yet to get 
Jackson’s career back on 
track after a long-running 
scandal over child-sex 
abuse allegations. 

The charges first came to 
light in August 1993, when 
a 1 3-year-old boy accused 
Jackson of molesting him. 

Jackson denied wrongdo- 
ing but reached a multimil- 
lion-dollar settlement with 


the boy. and prosecutors 
dropped their investigation 
in 1994 after the child 
refused to testify. 

The concert marks the cli- 
max of five of the most 
bizarre days in the history of 
the ancient Czech capital, as 
the star’s game of hide-and- 
seek kept a horde of fans 
and media guessing outside 
his hotel, and clogged 
streets in the city’s centre. 

Reports that Jackson was 
furious with a local tabloid's 


rehash of the child molesta- 
tion story led local media to 
speculate that he might can- 
cel Saturday’s concert as he 
remained holed-up in his 
hotel suite for much of the 
week. 

On Friday. Jackson 
sparked a near-riot when he 
ventured out to visit St 
Vitus Cathedral in Prague 
Castle, and fans climbed 
over pews in the holy 
Bohemian shrine to bat 
close. 


British convict 
holds inmates 
hostage at top jaii£ 

LONDON (R) — One of 
Britain's most violent con- 
victs. who changed his 
name to honour film tough 
guy Charles Bronson, held 
two fellow inmates hostage 
Saturday in a tense eight- 
hour stand-off that ended 
peacefully. Officials said 
Bronson, who had taken 
prisoners hostage before at 
the high-security' Belmarsh 
Jail in southeast London, 
finally surrendered and 
was removed to a segrega- 
tion unit. Bronson, whose 
original name was Michael 
Peterson, had initially ta- 
ken four inmates hostage 
but then treed two of them. 
The two rem ainin g hosta- 
ges were taken to the pri- 
son hospital after their re- 
lease, “but it is clear that 
they have sustained no seri^ 
ous injuries.” a prisoP 
spokesman said. Bronson 
had been twice involved in 
hostage dramas and at least 
20 attacks on guards and 
inmates. “He is a 24-carat 
nutter (madman). Among 
guards, Bronson is the 
most despised man in Bri- 
tain. He can’t stay out of 
prison. It’s his religion,” 
one prison officer said. 
During the siege, the Pri- 
son Service said one or 
more of those involved 
were Iraqi men accused of 
hijacking a Sudanese jet to 
London’s Stansted Airport 
last month. After the stand- 
off ended, however, the 
service refused to discuss 
the identity of the hostages. 
The Iraqi men. who are due 
to appear in court Monday, 
have claimed political asy* 
lum in Britain, saying thefP 
were persecuted while in 
Iraq. Their court appear- 
ance means they will face 
trial and possible imprison- 
ment iD Britain before their 
applications for asylum are 
considered. 

French activists 
• protest against 
town begging ban 

TOULOUSE, France (R) 
— French civil rights 
activists protested a ban on 
begging in the town of 
Miliau imposed by Mayor 
Jacques Godefrain, who al- 
so is France's minister for 
overseas cooperation. Up 
to 1 .000 demonstrators 
from around Francs'* 
marched in Miliau, one of 
several southern towns that 
outlawed begging or sitting 
or lying in the streets at the 
start of the tourist season 
this year. 

Singapore may 
consider castration 
of child .molestors 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Singapore may consider 
penalising child molesters 
with castration following a 
landmark initiative in 
California, Chief Justice 
Yong Pung How said in 
remarks published here. 
The Straits Times said 
Judge Yong spoke of cas- 
tration when he threw out 
an appeal by an incorrigi- 
ble sex offender who was 
sentenced to 20 years’ pre- 
ventive detention and 24 
strokes of the cane for 
molesting five schoolboy# 
“In California, they are try- 
ing to get a bill passed for 
cases like these, where the 
offenders will be castrated 
or injected to reduce their 
sexual potency," Judge 
Yong was quoted as saying. 
’This may well be consid- 
ered in places like Singa- 
pore. ’ Largely crime-free 
Singapore already has 
tough laws that make it one 
of the world’s safest cities. 
Death by hanging is 
mandatory here for murder 
an ^. d™? trafficking, while 
caning is imposed for cer- 
tain crimes. California last 
month became the first 
U.S. "State to require either 
the “chemical” or surgical 
castration of repeat child 
molesters. The state assem- 
bly passed a bill that re- 
quires anyone convicted of 
two sexual assaults on te- 
nors to be injected with a 
tjrtig that reduces the sex 
unve, if they choose not to 
be surgically castrated at 
government expense. Go- 
vernor Pete Wilson has 
— to sign it into 
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A few miles south of Cumberland, Maryland, a house that was swept away by the flood waters of the Potomac River 
is prevented by a railroad bridge from travelling further. Flooding along the Potomac River from Hurricane Fran 
has caused thousands of people to evacuate their homes (Reuter photo) 

Hurricane claimes 22 U.S. deaths, massive flooding 


RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(R) — Rain-swollen rivers 
sent deadly floodwarers 
over their banks and hun- 
dreds of thousands of bat- 
tered East Coast homes 
remained without electricity 
Saturday as residents 
mopped up after hurricane 
Fran. 

Rescue officials blamed 
the storm for at least 22 
deaths in the Carolinas, 
Virginia- West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. 

Most of the deaths were 
caused by flash flooding 
and up to IS inches (37.5 
cm) of rain rather than 
Fran’s gusts of wind which 
reached 120 mph (193 kmh) 
when the hurricane hit late 
Thursday. 

Powerful tidal surges 
crumbled buildings along 
beaches and winds damaged 
neighbourhoods far inland 
before.J5tan-"was downgrad- - 
ed to-a tro pipa l storm as it . 
hit Virginia Pnday. 

Well over one million 
people in the Carolinas and 
Virginia remained without 
power Saturday, with many 
told they could not expect 
their power to be restored in 
less than one week, officials 
said. 

Although hundreds of 
utility crews were working 
to bring power back, some 1 
million people lacked elec- 
tricity in North Carolina 


alone, said a spokeswoman 
for the State Emergency 
Operations Centre. 

Mike Lowder, an emer- 
gency operations manager 
in rural Bladen County in 
Southeastern North Caroli- 
na, said some of the 80 per 
cent of residents estimated 
to lack power were having 
trouble adjusting to life 
without electricity. 

“People are so used to 
watching television, that 
they’re not used to talking 
and dealing with each other. 
They get irritable," he said. 
“It also might be because 
the beer’s warm." 

North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia were declared major 
disaster areas by President 
Bill Clinton, making vic- 
tims eligible for federal as- 
sistance, although the final 
cost of the damage might 
not be known for weeks. 

Damage in the Raleigh 
area alone was estimated at 
more than $930' million and 
officials hinted the state- 
wide total could exceed $1 
billion. In Raleigh, 4,000 
homes were declared unin- 
habitable because of severe 
flooding. 

Thousands of people were 
still living in shelters, many 
of those without power. And 
some residents of hard-hit 
shoreline communities re- 
turned home for the first 
time Saturday, finding 


homes collapsed into the 
sea and belongings scat- 
tered hundreds of metres 
from their doors. 

“We’ve just been picking 
up our things, clothing, art- 
work. medicine," said Caro- 
lina Redding. 25. a resident 
of Topsail Island, North of 
Wilmington. North Caroli- 
na, as she loaded baskets 
with sand-covered belong- 
ings. 

North Carolina Gov. Jim 
Hunt ordered 1,000 Natio- 
nal Guardsmen and 1,400 
state prisoners to help clean 
up the damage. “This is the 
worst storm we've had in a 
long, long time." he said. 

Virginia officials said the 
famed Shenandoah River 
continued to rise Saturday, 
creating some of the most 
severe flooding of rural 
communities in years. Near 
Washington, the old’ town 
district of historic Alexan- 
dria was evacuated late Fri- 
day as the Potomac River 
flooded streets with more 
than one metre of water. 

The North Fork of the 
Shenandoah River, which 
slices through Virginia's 
picturesque mountains, was 
expected to crest Saturday 
at more than 35 feet (10.6 
metres) at Front Royal. The 
river reaches flood stage at 
15 feet (5 metres). 

“This is some of the worst 
flooding we’ve ever had,” 


said Janet Clements of the 
Virginia Emergency Servi- 
ces Department. 

The remnants of Fran 
caused more misery Satur- 
day when it dumped more 
than 15 cm of rain on al- 
ready saturated ground in 
Ohio, Michigan and Penn- 
sylvania. 

North Carolina officials 
confirmed 15 deaths linked 
to the storm, mostly from 
traffic accidents and fallen 
trees. 

Among the fatalities was 
one of three Marines swept 
away by raging floodwarers 
at the height of the storm, 
the Wilmington Morning 
Star reported. Emergency 
workers found one of the 
two Marines who survived 
clutching the branches of a 
tree in six feet (1-8 metres) 
of water hours later. 

South Carolina reported 
two storm-related deaths. ; 

As the -remnants -erf- -Fran 
crossed West Virginfa. offi- 
cials reported two deaths 
due to high waters. In Vir- 
ginia, a woman drowned 
when her vehicle was over- 
taken by fast-rising waters 
and another body was found 
underneath a car after flood- 
waters receded, state offi- 
cials said. 

The storm largely spared 
Western Pennsylvania, but a 
man was killed when his car 
skidded off a wet road. 


PITTSBURGH (R) — Re- 
publican presidential nomi- 
nee Bob Dole Saturday crit- 
icised a federal law letting 
workers lake time off to 
care for a new baby or sick 
family member, as he 
preached a message of to- 
wer taxes and less govern- 
ment in this key state. 

Meeting small business 
people in a “listening to 
America" event at a tennis 
equipment company. Sen. 
Dole said he had compas- 
sion for families, but called 
the family and medical 
leave law unneeded govern- 
ment intrusion. 

President Bill Clinton, 
who signed the measure 
early in his terra, has called 
it one of his proudest 
achievements and plans to 
send legislation to Congress 
to expand the act as well as 
allow workers to trade over- 
time for compensatory time 
to meet family obligations. 

Eager to court women vo- 
ters, Democrats highlighted 
the law and other “pro-fam- 


ily" initiatives during their 
national convention in 
Chicago. Sen. Dole has had 
(rouble attracting female 
voters. 

“My view is why should 
the federal government be 
getting into family leave? It 
ought to be left to the emp- 
loyees or the state or the 
county and the federal gov- 
ernment ought to be out of 
it,” Sen. Dole said. 

“1 believe in compassion- 
ate leave if there is a birth or 
a death or there is some- 
thing that happens in a fam- 
ily ... But 1 again wonder 
about the long arm of the 
government.” he said. 

Sen. Dole later issued a 
statement saying he sup- 
ported an initiative to give 
workers more flexibility ro 
use their comp time, a sepa- 
rate issue from family 
leave. 

The Family Leave Law 
allows most workers 12 
weeks of unpaid leave a 
year for family illness, 
adoption or childbirth. Mr. 


Clinton wants to expand the 
law to allow workers more 
time off for family emer- 
gencies, but a White House 
spokesman said it was 
unlikely the law would pass 
this year. 

“Now once again (Dole’s) 
resisting an idea that’s 
helped 12 million Ameri- 
cans deal with family prob- 
lems and keep their jobs. 
Resisting new ideas is no 
way to move into the 21st 
century," said Clinton cam- 
paign spokesman Joe 
Lockhart. 

At a rally later Saturday 
before cheering students at 
eastern Pennyslvania’s Uni- 
versity of Scranton, a Jesuit 
school. Sen. Dole criticised 
Mr. Clinton for vetoing leg- 
islation to outlaw so-called 
"partial birth abortions," a 
rare late-term procedure. 

"Whether you’re pro-life 
or pro-choice I think there’s 
one thing most everyone 
can agree on, partial birth 
abortion is wrong," Sen. 
Dole said. Congressional 


Republican leaders will try 
ro override Mr. Clinton’s 
veto later this month. 

The one-day Pennsylvania 
trip is Sen. Dole's third visit 
in recent weeks. Polls show 
him lagging Mr. Clinton in 
this state, which has 23 
electoral college votes, 
making it a key election bat- 
tleground. 

In appearances here Satur- 
day as well as in his res- 
ponse to Mr. Clinton’s 
weekly radio address. Sen. 
Dole showcased his eco- 
nomic plan, which calls for 
a 15 per cent tax cut and 
halving of the capital gains 
tax. 

Sen. Dole promised he 
can deliver the tax cuts and 
balance the budget at the 
same time, without cutting 
social security or Medicare. 
The White House says Sen. 
Dole's plan will force big 
cuts in the popular- pro- 
grammes. 
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Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole addresses small business owners at the Gamma Sports Manufacturing 
firm in Pittsburgh. Sen. Dole criticised a federal law letting workers take unpaid leave to care for a new child or 
sick family member, as he preached a message of lower taxes and less government (Reuter photo) 


Pm no lame duck, says 

Okinawans give strong ‘Yes ’ vote in bases poll Hong Kong governor 


Belgian police charge former 
minister in murder case 


NAHA. Japan (R) — Oki- 
nawa residents Sunday con- 
vincingly backed a land- 
mark proposal to slim the 
huge U.S. military presence 
on the Japanese island, a TV 
exit poll showed, but low 
turnout deprived supporters 
of the clear mandate they 
sought. 

The outcome was expect- 
ed to affect relations bet- 
ween the two countries and 
the timing of a Japanese 
general election. 

NHK Television said a 
survey of some 2,200 voters 
showed that the measure 
had been approved by a 
wide margin, but it provided 
no specific numbers. 

The Okinawa Prefecture! 
Election Commission said 
that returns from 27 per cent 
of the 302 polling stations 
showed 8S per cent voting 
in favour. 

It added that 59.5 per cent 
of the island prefecture’s 
910,000 eligible voters took 
part in the plebiscite. Ja- 
pan's first provincial refer- 
endum on any issue. 

Supporters of shutting 
down the U.S. bases had 
hoped for a turnout of 70 
per cent to help fortify their 
campaign. 

The non-binding releren- 
dum demands the streamlin- 
ing of U.S. bases on the 
island and a review of the 
status of forces agreement 
which governs the legal 
standing of U.S. military' 
personnel in Japan. 

Approval was never m 
doubt since no one. except 
for a handful of ultra- 
nationalists, had cam- 
paigned for a ‘No’ vote. 

But the result failed to ser- 
tle the one-year-old con- 
frontation between Okina- 
wa and the central govern- 
ment over U.S. bases, 
sparked last September by 
the rape of an Okinawan 
girl by U.S. servicemen. 
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An elderly Okinawan woman casts her ballot with her family as voting gets underway 
in the first referendum on U.S. military bases in Okinawa's Naha city Sunday. 
Residents, vote on whether to “streamline” the bases in Okinawa, where 75 per cent 
of US. military facilities in Japan and an entire Marine Corps division are housed 
(Reuter photo) 


More than 75 per cent of 
all U.S. military bases in 
Japan are sited on Okinawa, 
occupying 20 per cent of the 
strategic island in the East 
China Sea and housing half 
of the 47,000 U.S. troops in 
Japan. 

The mixed result could 
take some of the pressure 
off Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto to deal first with 
the simmering Okinawa 
issue before calling early 
general elections. 

Mr. Hashimoto has said 
the Okinawa vote is a major 
factor in his expected deci- 
sion to dissolve parliament 
and call elections, although 
he need not do so until next 
July. 

Okinawa Governor Masa- 
hide Ota. a renowned schol- 
ar and survivor of the epic 


1945 battle of Okinawa, led 
the bitter campaign against 
the central government to 
have U.S. bases removed 
from the island. 

“This is an historic mo- 
ment because it is the first 
time that Okinawa residents 
are able to express their will 
over the military bases, 
which were more or less 
forced upon us,” he told 
reporters at a polling station 
in the provincial capital 
Naha. 

Mr. Ota is to meet Mr. 
Hashimoto in Tokyo Tues- 
day to discuss the result. 

It was not dear whether 
Mr. Ota would continue his 
campaign to block the 
forced appropriation of land 
for U.S. bases here. 

Mr. Ota lost a Supreme 
Court decision last month 
over the land appropriation 


issue but has so far not 
declared he would abide by 
the court’s decision. Mr. Ota 
faces two more Supreme 
Court decisions on the land 
appropriation issue. 

Senior Defence and 
Foreign Ministry officials 
from Japan and the United 
States were to meet on Sept. 
19 in Washington to discuss 
details of a plan to reduce 
some bases on Okinawa, 
first announced by Mr. Ha- 
shimoto and U.S. President 
Bill Clinton last April. 

Okinawa had opposed the 
Hashimoto-Clinton plan be- 
cause of relocation condi- 
tions. 

Mr. Hashimoto is due to 
meet Mr. Clinton at the end 
of September when he goes 
to New York to attend the 
annual opening session of 
the U.N. General Assembly. 


HONG KONG (R) — The 28th and last British governor 
of Hong Kong took aim at those who dismissed him as a 
lame duck, insisting Sunday he had his work cut out in the 
296 remaining days of colonial rule. 

“That familiar old pet, the lame duck, has come quack- 
ing out of the house of political cliches," Governor Chris 
Patten said in a Radio Hong Kong broadcast 

“Twenty-eighth and last governor means just that — 28th 
and last” Mr. Patten said, but insisted that a very busy 10 
months lies ahead in the countdown to the handover to 
China next June 30. 

“We couldn't simply close down the government for the 
next 10 months and hope that it could be switched on again 
like a sports coupe, under winter wraps, next summer." he 
said. 

The outgoing government has to protect the economy, 
see off “doomsters and any speculative sharks,” and com- 
plete the task of bringing Hong Kong’s laws in line with 
international covenants and the bill of rigbts, Mr. Patten 
said. 

China has objected to Hong Kong's human rigl bill 
and has threatened to water it down, but Mr. Patten 
declared no surrender. 

"‘Go quietly into the night' has never struck me as a very 
good motto or guide to leadership in a free society," Mr. 
Patten said. “So 1 shall continue to speak out. without, as 
they say, fear or favour, and I hope you will too.” 

Meanwhile Hong Kong’s top judge is considering relin- 
quishing his British knighthood in a bid to lead the territo- 
ry after the handover to China next year, the South China 
Morning Post newspaper said Sunday. 

Chief Justice- Sir Ti Liang Yang, who entered what had 
been regarded as a one-horse race for power last week, 
also told Hong Kong reporters in London he had no regrets 
about giving up his British passport — a precondition for 
the job. 

“It was not a big decision. I needed only five minutes to 
think about it,” Judge Yang, who is holidaying in London, 
told the Hong Kong press corps. 

He said he was checking whether he needed to drop his 
knighthood, awarded in 1988. the year in which he became 
the first Chinese head of Hong Kong's judiciary, the 
Morning Post reported. 

“I think there will be no conflict if I am not using it to do 
anything. I still have to clarify this,” the English-language 
daily quoted him as saying. 

Judge Yang, who announced his resignation as chief jus- 
tice Friday in order to pursue his bid, admitted he lacked 
administrative experience but dismissed this as "not the 
most important quality" needed to run the wealthy and 
sophisticated territory of 6.2 million people when the 
British depart. 

Hong Kong, a British colony for more than 150 years, 
reverts to China at midnight on June 30, 1997, now just 
296 days away. 

Few Hong Kong residents, however, share Judge Yang's 
views on administrative ability, a poll published by the 
Hong Kong Standard newspaper Sunday indicated. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — A 
former Belgian Minister. 
Alain Van Der Biest, was 
charged with murder Sun- 
day in the July 1991 killing 
of a former Deputy Prime 
Minister Andre Cools, the 
prosecutor’s office in Liege 
said. 

He is the fifth person to be 
charged with murder and 
attempted murder in con- 
nection with the Cools kil- 
ling. 

Mr. Van Der Biest, 53. was 
taken secretly to prison in 
Lantin, near the eastern city 
of Liege, his lawyer told 
Belgian public radio RTBF. 

Police had called him in 
from his home near Liege 
for questioning Saturday. 

He was former minister of 
the regional government in 
Wallon, the French-speak- 
ing area of Belgium. 

The other four charged 
with murder and attempted 
murder are Richard Tax- 
quet, formerly Mr. Biest’s 


private secretary, as well as 
Carlo Todarelio, Cosimo 
Solazzo and Domenico 
Caste llino. 

Mr. Cools, 63. also former 
head of the Belgian Socia- 
list Party, was shot several 
times in the early hours of 
July IS, 1991, as he left the 
house of a friend in a resi- 
dential area of Liege. His 
companion Marie-HeJene 
Joiret was wounded. 

He had given up his na- 
tional political career in 
1990 but retained great in- 
fluence over the affairs of 
the Francophone Socialist 
Party in Liege. 

Investigations into the kil- 
ling led to the discovery of 
a bribeiy scandal, which re- 
sulted in the resignation of 
several senior political fig- 
ures, including Belgian 
Wily Claes as secretary 
general of the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Oiganisation in 
October last year. 


Sri Lankan refugees 
short of food, water 

COLOMBO (R) — Thousands of Tamil refugees dis- 
placed by fighting in northern Sri Lanka are still^uffering 
from a lack of food and safe drinking water and from dis- 
ease. aid officials say. 

Food is not reaching some of an estimated 200,000 
refugees because of problems in distribution in the Tamil 
rebel-held northern Wanni mainland despite the resump- 
tion of daily food convoys, the aid workers said over the 
weekend. 

"Quite a lot of food is going across but some groups of 
refugees nor registered with government authorities and 
not entitled to food rations are not getting enough food.” 
said Frances Stevenson of Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF). 

“We’ve seen signs of under-nutrition, especially among 
children, because food distribution is patchy and some 
refugees not entitled to food rations go for days without 
proper food if they don't have money to buy it." she told 
Reuters. 

Many of the refugees, displaced by Fighting between the 
army and Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 
July- live in temporary shelters pur up by aid agencies! 
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Timely move 

THE GOVERNMENT’S decision to sell 31 million 
shares worth $152 million to the private sector is a 
significant, albeit belated, move that comes after 
years of talk about privatisation. Together with ear- 
lier measures, notably the lifting of bread and fod- 
der subsidies and the raising of water and electricity 
prices, the government seems to be determined to 
cross the point of no return in its quest to end its 
intervention in the economy and leave it to the effi- 
cient forces of the market. 

If the government continues to press ahead with its 
drive to privatise ill-managed entities, we will see 
greater numbers of services ending up in the hands 
of the private sector. And if we go by the experience 
of other countries and by what economists say. it is 
hoped that such drive will ultimately lead to a much 
healthier economy. 

Two points need to be taken into consideration 
while embarking on this tremendous task, however. 
Making sure that this would not affect the lives of 
the workers, who spent years with these corpora- 
tions. and ensuring that the abolition of state 
monopoly would not be replaced by the more 
destructive private monopoly. 

The case of the defunct Savrt A1 Shaab daily and its 
stranded 60 odd employees should not elude tbe 
minds of the planners and executors of the private 
sector takeover. The terms of the selling of state 
shares to the private sector should take note of the 
difficulties of the transitional period, especially in 
relation to employees who should be given new 
training in oder to enable them to either remain with 
the sold companies or find employment elsewhere. 

During these difficult times, we. .can ijl-afford.. 
adding even one more person to the ranks of the 1 
unemployed- Companies should be afeYe to train,' 
retrain and relocate employees instead of dismissing j 
them as has been the case in previous cases. 

Meanwhile. the monopoly that the | 
Telecommunication Corporation and the Public 
Transport Corporation used to have, for example, 
should not in any way be accorded to the private sec- 
tor. Monopoly, the capitalist societies have found 
through hard- won experience, is the anti-thesis to 
the market place and sound competitiveness. No 
individual nor group of individuals should be 
allowed to Form trusts or cartels. 

Transparency during the whole process of privati- 
sation and afterwards not only lends credibility to 
this massive undertaking but wins it support from 
ail those involved. Here, the media, both state and 
private, should help in the process through thor- 
ough, in-depth and accurate coverage. Privatisation 
is a desirable thing that, if executed in a proper and 
fair way. should lead to the well-being of society and 
the strengthening of state. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Ai Ra’i Sunday drew a contrast between the 
'.lands of the United Stales and France with regard to the 
Middle East question as apparent in the recent declarations 
in Washington and Paris. Differences in views between the 
two sides surfaced most recently on the Iraqi question when 
Paris opposed Washington's plans to extend the no-fly zone 
over Iraq and expressed dissatisfaction with the U.S. missile 
attacks on Ir.iq. said Hussein Abu Rumman. Indeed the 
American Ivhaumir in the Middle East has been embar- 
ui'tsing n- >t only France but Washington's other European 
allies m die question of imposing sanctions to punish 
Europe.in firms trading or investing in Libya. Iran and Cuba, 
said the w riter. French President Jacques Chirac has openly 
declared rive return of France to the Middle East area and has 
indeed taken steps towards that goal when his country inter- 
fered in the latest Israeli aggression on Lebanon and the 
shelling ol a U.N. position in Qana. killing 100 Lebanese 
civilians. In addition. Fr.uice has voiced its support for the 
need m resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict on the basis of the 
Madrid peace oonlcrence and the exchange of land for 
peace, noted the writer. Chirac, who has announced plans to 
lour the Middle East next month, seems determined to 
involve France, in deed rather than word, in die region's 
issues: and according to the writer, such development in the 
French stand is bound lo bring in new elements to the peace 
pnvess provided dial the .Arabs display a concerted stand in 
support of the French moves. 

A WRITER for .VI Dustour expressed the view that the cri- 
sis which resulted from the government’s decisions to lift 
bread subsidies marked the actual start of parliamentary 
election campaigns in the country. When the deputies 
demanded the government lo convene a special parliamen- 
tary session to discuss the question of subsidies they were 
motivated by the urge to air their views in Parliament in such 
a way that would contribute to their campaigns for the 1997 
parliamentary elections, said Mohammad Subcihi. Certain 
groups among the parliamentarians who adamantly insisted 
that the government rescind its decision on the subsidies 
w civ hoping that such scrnd would eventually benefit their 
effort-, toward:- rceliMi'Hi. lie charged. Some prevail and 
toiinet iLputie-. “.tL'i! together in order to secure the 
ilv-w n fall of their col league i serving .is ministers in the pre- 
sent uiv. eminent lor political or other reasons and so they 
arranged lor a campaign to Man in Parliament first and then 
move to the streets, continued the writer. He said whether 
the deputies w ho are also members of the Cabinet and those 
deputies who supported the government's stand would 
retain their seats in die |O07 election* is a matter on which 
tile puhlie will decide through the ballot. 


POLLUTION COMES in a variety of ways. Two of the 
most obvious forms of pollution in Amman are noise and 
dusL which have truly become a source of annoyance to 
the residents of this ever expanding city whose population 
and land seem to grow exponentially — something to 
which Maithus, the famous economist, never alluded. And 
since buildings seem to grow endlessly, maximising the 
welfare of the builders, the welfare of Amman's inhabi- 
tants are not to be concomitantly maximised. Von- 
Neumann and Morgenste-m (the forebears of the wonderful 
science of game theory) stared clearly in a mathematical 
law formulated in 1945. that we cannot maximise two 
things at the same time. In other words, the builders' hap- 
piness and our happiness cannot be maximised at the same 
time, which also means that Jeremy Bentham’s goal of 
“the greatest good for the greatest number" cannot be 
achieved — goodbye socialism. 

Furthermore, the unlikely maximisation of both the citi- 
zens’ and the builders' welfare mirrors the "tragedy of the 
commons." an important theory that is applied by econo- 
mists to problems of strategy and to situations of conflict 
of interest. 

The tragedy of the commons develops in the following 
manner. Imagine a field that is open to any one. Each shep- 
herd is expected ro keep as many sheep as possible on the 
common field. Each shepherd asks himself the question. 
“What do 1 gain from adding one more sheep to my herdT' 
The shepherd gains the proceeds from selling the addition- 


al sheep and the cost of overgrazing is shared by the other 
shepherds. In other words, as his welfare improves, the 
welfare of others will decrease. A sensible person will 
automatically add another sheep to his herd, and another 
and another and so forth. However, this is also the conclu- 
sion that is reached by all the other rational shepherds that 
are sharing the field with him. Herein lies the tragedy of 
the commons: Freedom leads to ruin as each individual 
rushes in the pursuit of his self-interest in a society that 
believes in the freedom of the commons. 

What happened to what Adam Smith called the “invisi- 
ble hand” of the market? It does not exist in the commons. 
People when given the freedom to acquire in the commons 
they will go on acquiring indefinitely, and hurt others 
while pursuing their self-interest. 

The tragedy of the commons can explain many phenom- 
ena: 

• Pollution where the rational person finds that the cost 
of placing his pollutants into the commons is shared by 
others while his gains (savings from not having to dispose 
of the waste in a more appropriate fashion) are private. 

• Wasta (the use of contacts to secure economic rent from 
the government) where interference to hire someone into a 
publicly owned organisation carries no private cost to the 
parties involved and carries a minimal private cost. 

• In addition to the above two phenomena, tourism 
between Jordan and Israel is an excellent example of the 
tragedy of the commons. Some sites such as the Red Sea. 


the Dead Sea and the Jordan River are shared by Israel and 
Jordan. BojJi countries thrive to attract tourists 10 their 
respective areas and are constantly looking for industries 
to benefit from tbe wealth that is afforded them by such 
sites. At the same time, each country wants to maximise i is 
welfare from tourism revenue, and mining, as in the case 
of the Dead Sea. while shifting part of the cost to the other 
party. Ln the case of the Jordan River, the story of Israel 
taking more than its fair share is testimony to the applica- 
bility of the tragedy to this situation where Israel behaved 
freely withour considering the welfare of Jordanians. Or 
building an airport in Aqaba that serves both Eilat and 
Aqaba.°in which case the pollution will be dumped on the 
Jordanian side while the benefits of increased tourism will 
be shared by both. One solution is to appeal to the con- 
science of both parties, but the problem here is the cultur- 
al diversity of the people in both countries and their 
response to different stimulus. 

So how can we resolve the problem of Amman becom- 
ing a quarry? First, we must recognise the very nature of 
the tragedy of the commons. Second, we must shift some 
of the social cost to the private party thar is polluting the , 
once beautiful city of Amman by imposing Fines and envi-P 
ron mentally friendly ordinances (recall that one source of 
the tragedy is the freedom to use the commons without 
regulation). Third, by appealing to the conscience of all 
those that love this city, to not turn it into a quarry. 


Attack against Iraq once again 
depicts U.S. double standards 


By Michael Jansen 

THE LATEST crisis between 
Iraq and the U.S. has 
exposed, once again, the 
curious contradiction 

between what people frankly 
say they are doing and what 
is perceived on the interna- 
tional scene. 

Thus. U.S. Pentagon 
spokesmen truthfully and 
frankly proclaimed that the 
U.S.. through its missile 
attacks last week, has 
destroyed a significant por- 
tion of Iraq's “air defences" 
in the southern part of the 
country. As a result the world 
heaves a- sigh of -relief and.; 
says.. ‘/Saddam catyiot launch 
another attack against ijs> 
neighbours.” As the 
Americans put it. 

But world opinion would 
be wrong. Pentagon spokes- 
men said nothing about Iraq's 
“offensive" capabilities, only 
its “defences." Iraq's very 
limited offensive capabilities, 
concentrated in units of the 
elite Republican Guards, 
remain intact and on the way 
home from massing on the 
edge of the northern Kurdish 
area. Iraq intervened only 
when it was clear that this 
zone was in danger of being 
dominated by Iran via one of 
the Kurdish parties, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). which is disputing 
control of the northern “safe 
haven” established by the 
Western powers in 1 991 with 
the Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP). 

American action has not 
stripped Iraq of offensive 
capacity but defensive capa- 
bility, leaving the Sunni cen- 
tre of the country open to 
straight forward 1 ranian 

attack or subversion. And this 
lack of defensive capability 
has been turned into a dan- 
gerous liability by the exten- 
sion of the U.S.-imposed and 
Patrolled aerial exclusion 
zone from the 32nd to the 
33rd parallel, shutting down 
two major “defensise" Iraqi 
airbases and putting out of 
action Iraqi raiiir cover for 
Baghdad. As a result the cen- 
tre of Iraq, the core of the 
populous, oil-rich heartland 
of the eastern Arab World is 
now open to attack or subver- 
sion from Iraq's traditional 
non-Arab antagonists. Shia 
Iran and dubiously secular 
Turkey. 

This policy of hitting Iraq 
in its “defensive” capability 
is a flagrant violation of the 
U.N, Charter. Chapter VII. 
Article 51. which reaffirms 
the right of every nation to 
self-defence. The U.S. action 
is also in violation of 
Security Council Resolution 
687 and 688 which state that 
nothing should be done to 
impair the "territorial integri- 
ty and sovereignty (and inde- 
pendence) of Iraq.” 

The U.S. and its ally 
Britain h:i\e long M risen to 
deprive Iraq of its power and 
authority in die Arab World. 
The regime of Saddam 
Hussein is only the current 
pretext for doing so. 
Traditionally these Western 
two powers have tried to 
destabilise Iraq by encourag- 



ing the traditionally fractious 
Kurds to oppose Baghdad. 
This politically profitable 
endeavour came to a tempo- 
rary end in 1975 when Iran 
and Iraq signed the Algiers 
agreement and the Kurds 
came close to reaching an 
accommodation with 

Baghdad which gave them 
full partnership in the Iraqi 
stale. An accommodation 
which, unfortunately failed, 
due to Western intervention, 
and split the Kurds into the 
present parties. 

The most recent problem 
with this policy is that the 
warring Kurdish factions are 
more determined to wipe 
each other out than to resist 
Baghdad or Tehran, consid- 
ered by Washington more of 
a threat to its interests than 
Iraq. Inconsistently, the U.S. 
sees as a threat the temporary 
and opportunist alliance 
between the KDP of 
Massoud B;irazani and Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 
The object of this alliance is 
to drive the Iranian-support- 
ed PUK of Jalal Tuiabani 
from control over the region- 
al capital of Erbil. captured 
by Talabani in 1994. The 
KDP-Baghdad and PUK- 
Tehrun marriages are mulu'a 
(Pleasure) marriages of con- 
venience. Bui Washington 
hi* recognised only one oF 
these, the most convenient, 
that between the KDP and 
Baghdad. 

This is a marriage which 
cannot be countenanced by 
the U.S. and U.K. which will 
do all they can to bring about 
a prompt divorce. They are 
prepared to tolerate Iranian 
interference in Iraq's inremol 
affairs as the price of break- 
ing the connection between 
Baghdad and the Barazani 
KDP. This means that the 
U.S. is ready to see Iraq’s 
"territorial integrity and sov- 
ereignty" subverted in the 
north while in the south the 
U.S. and Britain weaken 
Iraq's "defences" by extend- 
ing the aerial exclusion zone. 

And to add insult to injury 
the U.S. has. according to 
Stale Department spokesman 
Glyn Davies, approved the 
establishment by Ankara of a 
“security zone,” some 20 
kilometres deep, in northern 


Iraq along the common bor- 
der between Iraq and Turkey. 
This amounts to nothing less 
than an invasion of Iraqi ter- 
ritory by Turkey, a non-Arab 
power allied to the U.S. 
which is accused of long- 
standing designs on Iraqi ter- 
ritory in the oil-rich Mosul 
province. Ankara's rationale 
for this occupation is the 
existence of a dozen bases set 
up by Turkish Kurds seeking 
independence from the 
Turkish state. However, it 
would seem to be more rea- 
sonable and practical if 
Turkey were to set up its 
"security zone" on its side of 
the frontier in order to pre- 
vent Turkish Kurds from 
escaping into northern Iraq 
and then raiding back into 
Turkey from there. For it is 
up to Turkey to keep its “cit- 
izens" (however dissident) at 
home and not to breach Iraqi 
sovereignty because the 
Turkish army is inept and 
inefficient enough to allow 
large numbers of Turkish 
Kurd rebels to reach relative 
security in northern Iraq. 

U.S.-approved "security 
zones" have a tendency to 
become permanent and a 
source of instability, as the 
Israeli "security zone" in 
South Lebanon demon- 
strates. Such a zone in north- 
ern Iraq could, like the zone 
in Lebanon, become a focus 
of attacks by local Iraqi 
Kurds (and others) seeking to 
liberate Iraqi national territo- 
ry from Turkish occupiers. 
Thus, such a zone could pro- 
duce a wholly new conflict in 
an already conflict-ridden 
locale. 

The Pentagon, as naively 
honest as always, has also 
admitted that at least half of 
the 44 "cruise" missiles 
launched on Monday and 
Tuesday did not reach their 
targets. This means that 22 
must have gone astray: 
“Where have all the cruises 
gone?... long time passing.." 
if one was to adapt a hit song 
of the idealistic sixties. So far 
no one has traced these miss- 
ing missiles. Whom have 
they killed and why? The 
first question has yet to be 
answered but not the second. 
Not the why. The "cruise" 
smart missiles are not so 


smart as claimed by the 
Pentagon. This correspon- 
dent was in Baghdad in 
January 1993 when 
Washington made its last but 
one attack against the Iraqi 
capital. At that time 40 
"cruises” were launched at 
Baghdad. 21 landed on tar- 
get. six fell elsewhere in 
Baghdad, including in the 
garden of the Rashid Hotel, 
killing several staff and 
guests and nearly wiping out 
the CNN television team 
which was on the roof film- 
ing. And the rest. A few fell 
on poor quarters of the Iraqi 
capital killing people who 
have no claim to fame. The 
others. Who knows? Some 
fell in the sea. some in the 
desen. Did they do damage, 
cause casualties? No one 
knows and no one cares. 

All in all the latest 
American offensive against 
Baghdad has been a fraud 
and a failure. A fraud because 
it had nothing to do with 
Iraq's justified intervention 
in the dispute between the 
Kurds in the northern “safe 
haven” while it had every- 
thing to do with Bill 
Clinton's election campaign 
in the U.S. And a failure 
because the campaign 
wrecked the 19yi Gulf war 
alliance and demonstrated 
once again lo the Arabs the 
double standard practised by 
the U.S. in dealing with dif- 
ferent regional problems. 
Israel was strongly supported 
by Clinton in its assault on 
Lebanon, a foreign land par- 
tially occupied by the Jew ish 
state in April, while Iraq was 
attacked by missiles when it 
attempted lo intervene, at die 
invitation of half the Kurds, 
against Iranian-sponsored 
Kurds operating within Iraq's 
national territory. 

But. then, as Abdul Barri 
Atwan. editor of the London 
daily AI Quds. said recently. 
Iraq is a "cheap and soft” tar- 
get for American presidential 
candidates lo use to boost 
their popularity. But popular- 
ity' is ephemeral, quickly dis- 
sipated. Bill Clinton may 
have to act decisively, to 
make war. on rhis or another 
from before the November 
election if the electoral boost 
is to take effect. 


LETTERS 


Save Wadi Mujib! 

To tbe Editor: 

I REFER to the letter from Nadine ShubaiJat, Water versus 
Nature. August 28. The Royal Society for the Conservation of 
Nature shares Miss Shubailat's concern about the proposal ro 
extract 54 million metres of w-ater each year from Wadi Mujib 
(Letter, Jordan Times. August 28). The Wadi lies at the heart 
of the Mujib Nature Reserve which was established by RSCN 
to protect one of the best examples of natural habitat and 
scenery in Jordan. 

A recent ecological survey has revealed that Wadi Mujib is 
the single most important feature of the reserve, supporting 
several unique and endangered plants and animalsAi 
Furthermore, tbe Wadi is the most spectacular scenic feature 
along tbe Dead Sea coasL attracting thousands of visitors 
each year. The extraction proposal involves the construction 
of a diversion weir across the Wadi which will channel virtu- 
ally all the river water out of the reserve. leaving the lower 3.5 
kilometres of the Wadi, including the spectacular sandstone 
gorge fronting the Dead Sea, completely dry tor 80 per cent 
of the year. 

RSCN believes that this extraction scheme should be 
reassessed for three main reasons: First it contravenes the 
fundamental purpose of denature reserve, which is to ensure 
' that the area remains as near to its natural stale "as possible. 
Second. -iLposes 2 b serious threw to themiost .significant eco- 
logical feature of the reserve, which itself is of international 
importance. And third, it reduces greatly the tourism potential 
of the reserve and its surroundings. 

In essence the proposal to build the dam across one of the 
last wild and clean river systems in Jordan is about trading 
one national treasure (our natural heritage) for another (fresh 
water). RSCN fully understands the dilemma but feels that in 
this case it is important to ask whether the anticipated uses of 
the water (non of which is for drinking) can justify the envi- 
ronmental costs. Jordan has signed international conventions 
for the conservation of species and has an obligation tefj 
demonstrate its commitment to these conventions. For these^ 
reasons, RSCN is calling for the following actions to be 
taken: 

• The extraction scheme should be subject to a full 
Environmental Impact Assess me nL in line with international 
standards and practice. 

• The anticipated cost benefits of the scheme should be 
reassessed in the light of environmental losses. 

- The use of the water for arid-land agriculture should be seri- 
ously questioned. 

• The implications for tourism and recreation should be prop- 
erly assessed. 

■ The feasibility of alternatives and especially siting the dam 
ouLside the nature reserve should be immediately examined. 
•The public should be allowed to enter the debate and present 
their views. 

RSCN is very- keen to work constructively with the Jordan 
Valley Authority and other agencies to find another way to 
supply the water needed for projects around the Dead Sea, so 
that the Mujib River can stay in its natural state, maintaining 
its special ecology and bringing pleasure to thousands of peo- 
ple. 

Khaled Irani, 
Acting Director General RSCN 


Haimful habit 

To the Editor: 

RECENTLY my wife and I went to one of the coffee- shi 

^ there ' 3 of youngsters a* 
J 01 * 1 . ^* es came m ordered some hubt 
bubble, lopped with apple-perfumed, cherrv-perfuraed, 
huney-perfumed tobacco. At the same tinie. others w 
smokmn How do the youngsters get the habit of smoking 
^because they follow the example of other people an5 

'Voungsieis feel it makes them grown-ups when tf 

tng has on a person then acts to strengthen the habiL Tobar 
cancer-producing compounds. Smoking o^TtCSSet 

SSSS'iS;?? 

serious: but there can K' LOm Plaims may not 

tions associated u ith sr^ld^if ° f 600 

be consulted. ns ' If fte > P^ist. a doctor shot 


Husom Khaidi, 
Amman 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 9, 1996 



B River „r._ . . 

IU 1 ICG lllc 

tfe* fc> ■" 

MMUMiy ••• 

It . _ 

(Continued from page 1 1 

. ■ 

decision-making process is 

g&C. *dh! . 

essential for the development 

pvr , : ■ 

of political and social democ- 

W&w X.. 

racy. 

mt i« 

The Prince said that the 


availability of research and 

the -a, r. • 

information is essential for a 

dm ib.. 

suitable decision-making 

•. 

process but cannot be applied 


• - - alone because it might lead to 

: the p: ■?: 

decisions that do not take note 

of the nature of people and 

their ambitions. 

C itr • 

Nor will talcing the decision 

te' 

by the side which has the juris- 

be j ! T- . 

diction to take them ensure a 

Ml iv. - 

sufficient process because that 

i*- V„- 

might concentrate too much 

tvi?,* •; •; 

political power in the hands of 

ti?. f- . 

one authority which could 

4ft. “ 

• threaten the democratic 

n t*- • 

process. 

Waiii' .■ 

He also said the “public 

r- ■■ 

choice" should also not govern 


the decision-making process 


News 

Regent: Jordan is* committed 
to free market economy 



'adi Mujj'r 


-i - 
'■i i : 




T5. 


f •. • 


oftr 




\ * • 


ill'll! 


alone. 

What is needed, he said, is 
decision-making based on 
those three factors, respecting 
scientific research, acknowl- 
edging the laws and the sepa- 
ration of powers between the 
branches of government and 
understanding the choices of 
people. 

Prince Hassan recognised 
the role of the press in the 
building of civil society and 
the political process, saying 
that role of the press in mea- 
suring public opinion should 
be encouraged. 

But he warned that personal 
and partisan objectives of 
some journalists cannot be 
ruled out. He said laws alone 
cannot ensure an objective 
press and society. Members of 
the press must develop their 
own mechanism to maintain a 
respectable and professional 
media, he said. 

Prince Hassan said that all 
factors which should enable 
the Kingdom to build the soci- 
ety with which it wants to 
enter the next century such as 
education. . production, the 
..prevalence-ofulaw and-. open- 
ness to workhexist and the art 
of modern management on the 
basis of institutionalised, 
transparency and practical cri- 
teria is major element that is 
lacking. 

He said efforts should focus 
on building modem manage- 
ment because postponing deal- 
ing with problems can only 
exacerbate them. 

The Crown Prince said that 
since its establishment, the 
Kingdom has been blessed 
with leaderships who saw 
themselves as the arbiter to 
whom people refer and find 
comfort about their vision, 
neutrality and true desire to 
have justice prevail. 

He said the political stability 
which Jordan has enjoyed has 
enabled it to deal with the 
challenges it has faced without 
creating divisions in society. 

Prince Hassan said that the 
interests of Jordan dictate that 
it opens up to the world while 
it protects these inrerests by 
developing competitive eco- 
nomic performance and a 
political performance based on 
participation. These are basic 
conditions for maintaining 
national security and social 
stability. 

Stressing that Jordan has 
always sought strong ties and 
interaction with Arab coun- 
tries. the Crown Prince said 
th3t .Arab relations are going 
through a test, especially after 
Likud leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu was elected as 


Israeli premier. 

The Crown Prince said that 
Jordan made peace with Israel 
but not at the expense of ties 
with other Arab countries. 

He said that Jordan main- 
tained contact with the Israel 
opposition when it was led by 
Mr. Netanyahu despite the 
objections of many on the 
grounds that contacts with 
Jewish and Israeli leaders 
could mean compromising on 
rights. 

But the Crown Prince said 
that Jordan never lacked the 
courage to stand up for what it 
believes in. Also the ties which 
Jordan has developed with Mr. 
Netanyahu have come to serve 
other Arabs. 

The return of Likud to power 
in Israel has created new con- 
ditions which had to be dealt 
with wisdom. 

“But we will not build a rela- 
tionship with Israel at the 
expense of our Arab relations. 
This is a deep-rooted Jordan 
position and difference in 
opinion with our brethren will 
not stop us (from continuing 
this policy)," said the Crown 
Prince. 

Criticising Israel's policy on 
occupied Jerusalem and settle- 
ments as a provocation to Arab 
and Muslim feelings. Prince 
Hassan said that Jordan has 
worked to prevent the Judaisa- 
tion of Islamic shrines in the 
Holy City by keeping them 
under its jurisdiction. 

He said that even after Israel 
unilaterally and illegally 
annexed Jerusalem it respected 
Jordan's jurisdiction over reli- 
gious shrines and “we fought 
efforts that unintentionally 
aimed at putting the holy 
shrines under the threat of 
Judaisation." 

Yet some accused Jordan of 
trying to achieve personal 
ambitions from its position to 
keep the holy shrines under its 
jurisdiction, a position which 
was strengthened in the peace 
treaty with Israel, he said 


missed more in the future in 
two dimensions. The first is its 
role in keeping the balance of 
power in the Gulf area and the 
second is when comprehen- 
sive peace in the region is 
achieved. 

“Our relationship with Iraq 
is a stable human relation, not 
an unstable emotional one,” 
said Prince Hassan. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
recognises Egypt's ability to 
play a major role in the pursuit 
of comprehensive peace. He 
drew attention to Egypt’s 
assertive role in resolving 
problems resulting from the 
Israeli position and in seeking 
coordination with Arab states 
to reach a unified stand. 

“We in Jordan support this 
new role of the Egyptian diplo- 
macy and stress our concern 
for its continuity so that goals 
tor which it was started are 
achieved,” he said. 

Prince Hassan said that rela- 
tions with the Arab Gulf states 
should be based on futuristic 
new concepts that are based on 
consultation, mutual respect 
and useful exchange of goods 
and services. 

He said oil should not 
remain the main factor in rela- 
tions with the Gulf because the 
relationship should be based 
on equality and the ability to 
achieve mutual gains. What is 
required, he said, is opening 
the Gulf markets for Jordanian 
labour, goods and services 
while opening Jordan to Gulf 
investment and exports, espe- 
cially from countries that have 
diversified their economies. 

The Regent said the compli- 
cations that resulted from the 
Gulf war should end, especial- 
ly that it has become clear the 
Jordan's position during the 
war was misrepresented. 

Prince Hassan said it is 
wrong to assume that Gulf 
states do not favour "a reason- 
able relation with Iraq or 
Syria". The opposite is correct. 


"Such is always the case . j" «*M .and ties withtaq will 
.with . Jordan, 

anticipate the future but its 


goals are misinterpreted" 
intentionally by those who 
wish it harm and unintention- 
ally by the short-sighted, he 
said. 

He said Jordan has worked 
to make sure that its ties with 
the Palestinians are not gov- 
erned by the “zero-option" for- 
mula. 

“We wanted to give so that 
□ot to allow any difference 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority to reflect on our 
domestic front" said the 
Prince, who reiterated Jordan’s 
support for the establishment 
of an independent Palestinian 
state and the Palestinians' right 
to self-determination. 

He said the ties with Syria 
are based on mutual respect 
and the desire for a stable rela- 
tions. 

He said that as he had antic- 
ipated. Syria came under pres- 
sure from Israel after the 
Israeli elections but the Arab 
summit in Cairo in June and 
Syria’s coordination with 
Egypt, Jordan and the Pales- 
tinians played a role in reduc- 
ing this pressure. 

As for Iraq, “it saddens us, 
the Hashemites" to see Iraqis 
suffer "and we are looking for 
the solution that we believe 
will end the suffering of the 
people." 

Stressing the strength of Jor- 
dan's relationship with the 
Iraqi people. Prince Hassan 
said the Iraqi role will, be 


Sons with the Gulf which is 
something that is rejected by 
the Gulf states themselves. 

“We are at the threshold of a 
new start with the Gulf,” said 
Prince Hassan. 

The Prince stressed the 
importance of maintaining bal- 
anced ties with the Arab and 
Muslim World where by Jor- 
dan will enjoy good relations 
with Turkey. Iran and Iraq as 
well as Pakistan and India 
without compromising “our 
position but through respect- 
ing ail and dealing with them 
on clear and transparent basis." 

“The events that await us are 
many, and Jordan cannot face 
the challenges alone.” said 
Prince Hassan. But the coun- 
try, he said, can become a good 
example and an active centre 
of intellectual dialogue. 

“Responsible freedom, 
democracy and the balance 
between authorities are no 
longer a luxury that can we do 
without. They have become 
necessities and the vibrant 
people do not lie to itself or to 
its leaders," said Prince Has- 
san. 

“We, the Hashemite leader- 
ship, believe people and con- 
stitute to them the reference 
and the just governance,” he 
said. 

The challenges are many, 
said Prince Hassan, and “if we 
succeed in facing them will be 
able” to cope with the change 
of the next millenium. 


Washington does not rule out more strikes 

(Continued from page 1) 


to wrest territory from the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
which reported the fall of the 
two towns on Sunday, he said. 
Gen. Shaiikashvili said Bagh- 
dad had withdrawn all but 
“hundreds’' of its troops from 
the northern safe haven after 
the United States fired 44 
cruise missiles into southern 
Iraq because of its drive in 
support of the KDP last week. 

“I don't know to what degree 
there’s active assistance by 
President Saddam in the latest 
KDP offensive, Gen. Sha- 
iikashvili said. "But what 
vou're seeing is Kurdish fight- 
ing .... The United States, 
rather than siding with one 
Kurdish faction, against anoth- 
er. which I believe would have 
been wrong, has always put its 
effort on try ing to get the two 
sides together to resolve their 


differences so peace can once 
again return to the Kurdish 
area.” But. Gen. Shaiikashvili 
said, the United States will not 
stand “idly by” if President 
Saddam threatens his people 
or the region. 

Pressed on whether the Unit- 
ed States might intervene to 
confront President Saddam in 
the north, Gen. Shaiikashvili 
said Washington had always 
been very careful not to signal 
Baghdad what it would do. 

Iraq meanwhile continued to 
ridicule the U.S. saying the 
U.S. domination of the United 
Nations was over after the fail- 
ure of London and Washington 
to push through a Security 
Council resolution condemn- 
ing Iraq. 

“The U.S.-British failure 
amounts to a death sentence 
for U.S. hegemony over the 
(U.N.) Security Council,” the 
official government daily AI 


Jumhouriya said. 

“What happened at the Secu- 
rity Council was a major upset. 
The days where t United States 
Ambassador to the U.N. 
Madeleine) Albright only had 
to lift her little finger to make 
the other 14 members obey are 
over,” it added. “Russia said 
‘nyet’ (no), France supported it 
as did China. For the first time 
since 19S9 Russia has fought 
back, putting an end to 
AlbrighL’s threatening gesticu- 
lations, ’’ it said. 

Britain, whose draft was 
backed by the United States, 
on Friday abandoned efforts to 
secure a U.N. condemnation of 
the Iraqi militaiy incursion 
into the Kurdish "safe haven." 

The draft resolution from the 
outset faced fierce resistance 
from the three other permanent 
U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers with veto power — Chi na, 
France and Russia, 


KDP boosted by Iraqi army 


(Continued from page 1) 

PUK fighters and demand- 
ed the rest surrender.. 

The Iraqi army was now 
preparing an assault on 
Suleimaniyeh, the PUK 
appealed for international 
help to halt what it called 
an “Iraqi onslaught” 

“In die face of very 
heavy artillery and tank 
firepower, the assault suc- 
ceeded in overwhelming 
the Kurdish defences of 
Koi Sanjaq ” a PUK state- 
ment said. 

“Urgent and decisive 
help is needed. We call on 
the U.S. -led coalition to 
move urgently to stop the 
Iraqi onslaught.” 

There was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of direct 
Iraqi involvement in the 
clashes, which the KDP 
denied. 

An aid worker said more 
than S00 people had fled 
from Koi Sanjaq and that 
fierce fighting was contin- 
uing around the town for 
control of Haybiat Sultan, a 
mountain peak controlling 
access to Sulaimaniyeh. 

U.N. relief agencies in 
Sulaimaniyeh decided 
Sunday to halt operations 
for three days. Kurds in the 
area spat at U.N. cars 
because of the world 
body’s failure to intervene 
and stop the fighting. 


Mr.' Taiabani fled to 
Sulaimaniyeh after his 
base in Erbil. 200 kilome- 
tres to the northwest, fell 
on Aug. 31. 

KDP radio reported earli- 
er Sunday that its Peshmer- 
ga fighters were in control 
of Degala and pushing on 
towards Koi Sanjaq. 

A KDP statement said: 
“The operation is carried 
out by KDP forces to foil 
the PUK threat against 
Erbil." 

“There is absolutely no 
Iraqi military involvement 
and participation in the 
operation” it said, adding 
that PUK forces were 
“demoralised and have 
sustained heavy losses.” 

But the PUK said: “Sad- 
dam Hussein’s army 
remains in Iraqi Kurdistan 
in force. The world com- 
munity must not turn away 
as his henchmen attack the 
Kurdish people.” 

U.S. warships and war- 
planes fired 44 cruise mis- 
siles at military targets in 
southern Iraq on Tuesday 
and Wednesday to punish 
Baghdad for sending 
troops into the Kurdish 
“safe haven" set up after 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

Baghdad claimed to have 
pulled its forces out of the 
region after seizing Erbil 
from the PUK and handing 
it over to KDP forces. 


French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette said 
Sunday (hat there were no 
longer any Iraqi troops in 
the north of the country, 
according to his latest 
information. 

Speaking on private radio 
Europe 1, Mr. de Charette 
said that it was a “fact that 
all the indications that we 
have up to now anyway, 
confirm." 

“The Iraqis intervened 
for two days to allow one 
of the Kurdish factions to 
take over the town or Erbil, 
then they pulled out," Mr. 
De Charette said. 

“There is no desire in the 
international community to 
separate the north of Iraq 
from the rest of the coun- 
try” Mr. De Charette said. 

“We all believe that sta- 
bility in this region pre- 
sumes that Iraq is kept 
inside its frontiers ” 

France has strongly criti- 
cised the U.S. retaliatory 
strikes against Iraq, caus- 
ing a split between Wash- 
ington and some of its 
close allies. 

Opposiion members who 
fled Erbil after its capture 
by Iraqi troops appealed 
for political asylum 
abroad, saying suicide was 
better than falling into the 
hands of President Sad- 
dam. 

“We have no way out We 


are ready to commit sui- 
cide" said a man who 
identified himself only as a 
representative of Ahmad 
Chalabi, leader of the Lon- 
don-based Iraqi National 
Congress (INC) opposi- 
tion coalition. 

Most of the hundreds 
seeking asylum were allied 
for the past five years with 
the KDP, which controls 
the mountain town of 
Salahuddin, in opposing 
the Baghdad government. 

“We chose to side with 
the opposition in 1991 to 
fight Saddam Hussein and 
came here thinking it was a 
protected area," he added. 
“Now Saddam can attack 
us any time he wants," the 
INC official protected. He 
fled “by his own means” 
from Iraqi tanks as they 
entered Erbil, south of 
Sulahuddin. 

At the request of the 
KDP. which itself has 
some 200 members in the 
INC, he has moved into a 
Salahuddin hotel. the 
INC’s new headquarters 
after the sacking of their 
Erbil offices by the Iraqi 
military. 

About 600 other people, 
mainly families, took 
refuge in other towns 
under KDP control. 

The spokesman charged 
that the Iraqi military had 
killed 104 people. Around 


250 INC members were 
missing in Erbil, some of 
whom had been jailed in 
Mosul, outside the Kurdish 
“safe haven." 

The INC’s radio and tele- 
vision stations in Salahud- 
din have been cordoned off 
and its members in the 
town have opted not to crit- 
icise the KDP’s new 
alliance with Baghdad. 

“We chose of our own 
free will to come to Kur- 
distan. Nobody is bother- 
ing us. except from the 
military or geographical 
situation," the spokesman 
said. 

But “as the Iraqi opposi- 
tion, we feel uneasy. We 
are not free," he acknowl- 
edged. “We are asking the 
international community to 
help us as soon as possible 
to escape and to get politi- 
cal asylum.” 

The INC has in a state- 
ment called on its “dear 
KDP brothers to pursue 
their humanitarian action" 
while allowing contact 
with international organi- 
sations such as the United 
Nations and International 
Red Cross. 

Most of the INC mem- 
bers who fled to Salahud- 
din are Shiite Muslim 
Arabs who deserted the 
Iraqi army. 


Iraq warns Turkey 


(Continued from page 1) 

said that London was 
seeking details from 
Turkey about its inten- 
tions on the Iraqi border. 

Speaking to reporters at 
the EU foreign ministers' 
meeting, Mr. Rifkiad said 
he wanted to know 
whether Turkish moves 
on the border were 
designed to’ protect itr- 
Irbrn a sudden flow of 
refugees, or whether 
there was “some wider 


purpose. 

“We are still seeking 
further clarification." he 
said. 

On Saturday, Mr. 
Rifkind appeared to break 
from his EU partners by 
saying that countries 
would understand if 
Turkey took action on the 
Iraqi border to protect 
itself from a refugee 
surge. - 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher had 
said much the same in 


London earlier in the day. 
The EU ministers, how- 
ever, publicly stated that 
the territorial integrity of 
all countries in the region 
had to be protected. 

Meanwhile, Turkish 
security forces stepped up 
land and air operations 
against Kurdish sepa- 
ratists on Sunday after the 
rebels shot dead nine ; 
government troops in ari" 
ambush. - 1fI 

Security officials said 
up to 20,000 troops. 


backed by helicopters, 
were involved in the lat- 
est move against Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) 
guerrillas, waging a 12- 
year fight for self-rule. 
More than 20.000 people 
have died in the insur- 
gency. 

“Heavy clashes are con- 
tinuing since last night 
and 1 we* suspect the 1 death 
toll ’ and ’ casualties may 
mount,” said a military 
official who asked not to 
be identified. 


The theatre of opera- 
tions included a triangle 
formed by the provinces 
of Tunceli, Erzincan and 
Bingol, the security 
sources said. 

The state-run Anatolian 
news agency said two 
Turkish troops and two 
PKK guerrillas were 
killed in a clash on Sun- 
day in Gene township, 
Bingol. province. Three 
soldiers ■ “were also 
injured. 


Arafat, Mordechai 


(Continued from page 1) 

must be reciprocal. 

Following talks in Lon- 
don with U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, 
who urged Israel to take 
“concrete steps" after the 
meeting between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat. 
Mr. Levy said: “The ques- 
tion of reciprocity is funda- 
mental." 

Mr. Levy told a joint 
news conference with Mr. 
Christopher: "We will go 
as quickly as it takes to 
ensure success and to 
ensure reciprocal agree- 
ments.” 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Levy met at the Lf.S. 
ambassador’s residence 
ahead of talks in Washing- 
ton on Monday between 
Mr. Netanyahu and Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. Mr. 
Christopher, who was 
returning to Washington 
later on Sunday, will attend 
that meeting but Mr. Levy 
is not expected to be there. 

The secretary of stale 
said that, in addition to try- 
ing to keep the Israeli- 
Paiestinian peace process 
moving forward, the Unit- 
ed States was continuing to 
work with Israel and Syria 
to restart negotiations 
which broke down in May. 


“Both Israel and Syria 
have indicated a desire to 
resume discussions" and 
Washington is working to 
“find an appropriate basis" 
on which to do that, Mr. 
Christopher said. 

The Israeli and Palestin- 
ian chief negotiators are to 
meet on Monday to fix a 
timetable and agenda for 
talks on implementing the 
Oslo self-rule accords, 
Israeli Radio said. 

Israeli retired General 
Dan Shomron and Palestin- 
ian Local Government 
Minister Saeb Erekat will 
meet in the autonomous 
West Bank town of Jeri- 
cho, the radio said. 

The two men met for the 
first time two weeks ago 
after a three-month hiatus 
in talks following the elec- 
tion of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
hardline, right-wing gov- 
ernment. 

The joint committee 
headed by Mr. Erekat and 
Gen. Shomron is to oversee 
the implementation of parts 
of the Oslo agreements 
which have been suspend- 
ed, especially the Israeli 
army’s partial redeploy- 
ment from Hebron, 
already five months behind 
schedule. 


GCC condemns Turkey, Iran 


(Continued from page 1) 

Sunday that Baghdad had 
backtracked on its demand 
“in order not create a split, 
given that some Gulf coun- 
tries do not disapprove of the 
U.S. action.” 

“Baghdad believed that an 
objection from one of these 
countries would have dealt a 
blow to the Arab solidarity 
behind Iraq in the face of the 
U.S. attack,” the official said. 

In their statement on Sun- 
day the GCC states also 
called on Iran to end what 
they said was its occupation 
of three Gulf islands also 
claimed by the United Arab 
Emirates. 

The GCC statement said 
Iran was crying to maintain 
the “status quo by force” on 
the Abu Musa. Greater Tunb 
and Lesser Tunb islands, 
which lie near key oil ship- 
ping lanes. 

“The council of ministers 
expressed its condemnation 
for the continuous Iranian 
steps on the UAE islands.... It 
amounts to a violation of 
UAE sovereignty and aggres- 
sion on its rights...and puts 
the whole region in danger,” 
the GCC said. 

It told Iran “to stop its 
occupation of the three 
islands." 

The GCC statement said 
the group was also "con- 


cerned about Iran's inten- 
tion” to acquire conventional 
and non-conventional 
weapons “exceeding its legal 
defence needs.” 

The GCC ministers also 
voiced fears that Israeli poli- 
cies were leading to stale- 
mate in the peace process 
and increasing tension in the 
region. 

The GCC called for Israel 
to “seriously commir itself’ 
to implementing the agree- 
ments already concluded 
with the Palestinians. 

It also expressed hope that 
“the recent contacts between 
the parties concerned will 
end in a revitalisation of the 
peace process." 

The GCC statement said 
the group was worried by 
“the political direction of the 
Israeli government.” which 
“persists in its occupation of 
Arab land, continues its 
annexation of East 
Jerusalem, refuses to with- 
draw from the Golan 
(Heights) and is expanding 
Jewish settlements." 

The statement said the 
GCC is “worried that this 
Israeli policy is hampering 
the peace process and bring- 
ing tension into the area, 
with the dangers and conse- 
quences involved.” 

The GCC reiterated “the 
necessity of continuing the 
peace process and imple- 


menting all the agreements 
that have been concluded." It 
also called for the resump- 
tion of talks on the other 
peace process tracks with 
Syria and Lebanon. 

The GCC said that for “a 
just and complete peace" 
Israel needed to pull out 
completely from the Pales- 
tinian ■ territories, including 
Arab East Jerusalem, and to 
allow the Palestinian people 
to establish an independent 
state. 

It also called on Israel “to 
withdraw completely from 
the Golan and from southern 
Lebanon.” 

Bahrain said meanwhile 
Sunday it would boycott the 
next GCC summit due to be 
held in December in Qatar 
because of a territorial dis- 
pute with the host country. 

Bahrain told the meeting of 
GCC foreign ministers that it 
would be “difficult, if not 
impossible to take part in this 
summit given that Qatar has 
made a complaint (to the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice) against Bahrain.” 

The Bahraini ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia, Khaled 
Mohammad AI Mussallam, 
said his country had "put for- 
ward initiatives to solve this 
problem through Saudi 
mediation and the legal 
mechanisms of the GCC.” 


Experts present Jordan’s economic experience 


(Continued from page 12) 

modern world calls for flex- 
ible government institutions 
so that “public policies can 
absorb the shocks yet still 
provide a solid foundation 
on which the private sector 
can build and expand.” 

With focus on the private 
sector. Sam Wex, a senior 
visiting fellow at the Cana- 
dian Centre for Manage- 
ment Development, said: 
“Access to capital used to be 
the most valuable asset, and 
the most important manage- 
rial task was to allocate it to 
the most productive users. 


Now it is widely believed 
that knowledge is the most 
valuable asset and that the 
most important managerial 
job is to ensure that knowl- 
edge is generated and effi- 
ciently used." 

Minister of Administrative 
Development Kamal Nasser 
told reporters that the semi- 
nar was held to address 
means to achieve efficient 
administration, adding that 
an “efficient government is 
a small government with 
high production in short 
time." 

He said that only efficient 

administrations come out 


with successful develop- 
ment 

In the afternoon, a panel 
discussion was held with 
participants presenting their 
viewpoints on enhancing 
accountability and ethics in 
the public sector. 

Jeremy Pope, managing 
director of Transparency 
International (TI) in Ger- 
many, said that corruption 
should be seen by the com- 
munity at large. 

In his paper he added that 
the government should 
adopt a strategy that reduces 
opportunities for corruption, 
increases the likelihood of 


corruption being detected, 
and reduces the possibility 
of an individual being able 
to profit from such acts. 

Mr. Pope suggested that to 
reduce corruption govern- 
ments must enforce existing 
laws, design effective penal- 
ties for bribery, develop 
international support mech- 
anisms and scrutinise gov- 
ernment programmes. 

He also decried public 
cynicism regarding official 
corruption and suggested 
that efforts be made so that 
such acts are not simply 
accepted. 

Regarding the same issue. 


Ms. McQuiiian said govern- 
ments should adopt commu- 
nication . strategies which 
would help build momen- 
tum for change. 

The four-day seminar, 
which was organised by the 
Ministry of Administrative 
Development in cooperation 
with the World Bank, 
brought together ministers 
and officials from 13 Arab 
Countries. 

Participating were also 
members of the private and 
public sectors in Jor dan, 

officials from international 
organisations as well as 
donor countries. 
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Turkish , Jordanian 
traders are big losers 
in Iraq oil delay 


Bonanza for OPEC as oil rivals falter 


ANKARA (Ri — Turkish 
and Jordanian traders, chas- 
ing the lion's share of 
humanitarian trade with 
Iraq, have seen their hopes 
dashed after a surprise 
delay in the U.N. oil-for- 
food plan for Baghdad. 

Trade with Iraq — which 
has been under a U.N. 
embargo since its invasion 
of Kuwait in 1990 — was 
expected to start this month 
with the United Nations 
plan for Baghdad to sell oil 
worth S2 billion over six 
months to buy food and 
medicine. 

But last week the United 
Nations put the plan on 
hold indefinitely after Iraqi 
government troops inter- 
vened in Kurdish factional 
fighting in northern Iraq. 

Abdul Kadir Cikmaz, 
head of the Southeast Grain 
Exporters Union that has 
sold Iraq staples, mostly 
flour and pulses, worth $65 
million so far this year, said 
Turkey's total losses from 
food and medicine sales 
after the plan's suspension 
would be nearly S700 mil- 
lion. 

“We will lose SI 50 mil- 
lion from food and medi- 
cine sales to nonhem Iraq 
only. S400-S500 million 
from sales to Iraq itself and 
S50 million in pipeline 
transit fees." he told 
Reuters. 

Oil traders and analysts 
say the plan now has an 
uncertain future because 
U.N. officials suggested a 
“reopening of the terms” of 
the plan. 


Turkish trade firms, 
backed by trade officials, 
have visited Iraq several 
times to win a big share 
from Iraq's food and medi- 
cine purchases, to be worth 
a total of $1.3 billion. 

“We were looking for- 
ward to not only the trade 
with Iraq under the U.N. 
pfan but also hoping to 
reach trade levels we had 
before the Gulf crisis,” said 
Mehmet Yildirim. head of 
Istanbul Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Mr. Cikmaz said about 
300 trucks carrying mostly 
staples and vegetable oil to 
northern Iraq under a U.N. 
humanitarian permission 
since 1991 have been wait- 
ing at Dohuk and Zakho 
since Iraqi forces attacked 
the Kurds last weekend. 

“We now have no trade 
with Iraq whatsoever, it is 
down to zero," he said. 
'■Turkey wiU also lose rev- 
enues from Mersin and Isk- 
enderun ports that would 
serve the transit trade of 
sugar and rice into Iraq.” 

Turkey's state oil refiner 
Tupras Is had asked the 
Iraqi government to buy 2. 1 
million tonnes from the oil 
it would sell under the U.N. 
plan. 

Any delay in the U.N. oil- 
for-food deal was seen as a 
major blow to Jordanian 
traders, who were bracing 
for a substantial increase in 
trade to Iraq through the 
Red Sea port of Aqaba. 

Aqaba's proximity to the 
Suez Canal makes it a nat- 
ural port to unload Iraqi 


shipments from Europe. 
With better facilities than 
Iraq's Gulf port of Umm 
Qasr. it can also compete 
for imports from the Far 
East- 
'll 's quite a big loss to 
us,” said one businessman 
who imports wheat, rice 
and sugar, much of it for the 
Iraqi market. 

He said Jordanian traders 
had hoped that implementa- 
tion of the deal could lead 
to an extra 100.000 tonnes 
of wheat. 80.000 tonnes of 
sugar and 50.000 tonnes of 
rice a month passing 
through Aqaba towards 
Iraq. 

“In a small country like 
Jordan, those quantities can 
have a major impact," he 
said. “You employ more 
labourers and drivers, and 
the government gets sub- 
stantia] transit fees at the 
port.” 

Iraqi purchases of food 
from the new oil revenues 
was also expected to free 
up desperately needed cash 
for Baghdad to buy extra 
medicine, detergents and 
ferti Users — much of 
which Jordanian manufac- 
turers would be able to sup- 
ply. 

“Jordanian producers 
would have had a chance to 
compete internationally,” 
the trader said. “Being 
neighbours, we would have 
an advantage.” 
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THE Daily Crossword byLyew Rodieck 


ACROSS 

1 Biblical spy 

6 Garlands 

10 Reverberate 

14 Where the 
action is 

15 Badly 

16 Guinness 

17 Noble fish? 

1 9 Carry on 

20 Have a meal 

21 Kingston, 
perhaps 

22 Join 

24 Edible root 

25 Plumed bird 

26 Poet 
Teasdale 

29 More gaudy 

33 Cale — 

34 Type Of 
optimist? 

38 Biblical 
preposition 

39 Nevada lake 

41 Ono 

42 Tall, skinny 
person 

44 Cal. abbr. 

45 Became too 
large for, as 
clothes 

48 Gaelic 

49 Up high 

52 “A Doll’s House" 
mistress 

54 Suspicions 

56 Pound the 
poet 

57 Priest’s robe 

60 Troubadour's 
instrument 

61 NoWe dessert? 

64 Poetic land 

65 Anl of rock 

66 Chutzpah 

67 Great Barrier, for 
one 

68 Wild animals 

69 Gravely 
sober 

DOWN 

1 Dessert item 

2 — da capo 

3 Furnished 

4 Sch. subj. 

5 Sew lightly 


1 12 13 U 5 


6 7 a T9 


110 111 j 12 113 


126 127 128 


1 30 131 |32 


|35 1 36 137 


49 50 51 


1 57 158 1 59 
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6 Adam’s first 
wife, in folklore 

7 Sailor's patron 
saint 

8 Workmen’s gp. 

9 Thesaurus 
items: abbr. 

10 Noble 
beverage? 

11 Filmmaker 
Rene 

12 Therefore 

13 Musical group 

18 God of war 

23 Furtive glance 

24 Noble meat? 

26 Insult 

27 First-class 

28 Moreno or 

Hayworth 43 

30 Earthy color 46 

31 Court 47 

32 Freebie at 
motels 

35 Hold — horsesl 

36 Scrapes by 4£ 

37 Amount of 5 G 

medicine 

39 Small drink 51 

40 Math subj. 53 
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Greens stroke 
Pepsin or rennin 
Michael Dom on 
“Star Trek: the 
Next 

Generation" 
Polly or Alfred 
Donald Duck's 
nephew 
Bizarre 
Showers 


55 Smelting 
residue 

56 Mild cheese 

57 City on the 
Jumna 

58 Anthropologist 
— -Strauss 

59 Reared 

62 Computer 
language 

63 Fishing aid 


LONDON (R) — OPEC 
will benefit from higher 
than expected demand for 
its oil for the rest of this 
year and well into 1997 as 
supplies from rival sources 
fail to match earlier fore- 
casts. the International 
Energy Agency, (TEA) has 
said. 

The world’s oil supply- 
demand position must now 
also take into account the 
crisis in Iraq which will pur 
on hold that country’s 
return to the market. 

The Paris-based agency, 
which serves as the West's 
energy watchdog, revised 
down its projections for 
supply from producers out- 
side the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC ) for the last six 
months of 1996 by 300,000 
barrels per day (bpd). 

“primarily as a result of 
decreases in projections of 
non-OPEC supplies, the 
call (demand) on OPEC 
crude... has been increased.” 
the IEA said in its latest oil 
market report. 

The IEA raised its fore- 
casts for demand for OPEC 


oil by 300.000 bpd to 24.2 
million bpd in the third 
quarter and by 400,000 bpd 
to 25.6 million in the fourth 
quarter. 

“This is mildly bullish for 
OPEC. The IEA was the 
last source still holding out 
for a big rise in non-OPEC 
supply in the fourth quar- 
ter.” said Mehdi Varzi, oil 
analyst at Kleinwort Ben- 
son. 

“The rise is still going to 
be there but it's not as big 
as people thought." he 
added. 

A combination of weath- 
er-related disruptions, ter- 
rorist attacks in Latin 
America and tech meal 
problems at North Sea 
fields led the IEA to reduce 
its forecast for non-OPEC 
supply, which is still run- 
ning well above year-ago 
levels. 

“It looks broadly con- 
structive for the market due 
to the lower forecasts for 
non-OPEC production in 
Asia and Latin America 
which leaves a bit more 
room for OPEC.” said 
Chris Buckley, oil analyst 


at Morgan Stanley. 

World oil output in 
August averaged 71.9 mil- 
lion bpd. down from July's 
72.1 million bpd. Non- 
OPEC production dipped to 
43.4 million bpd in August 
while OPEC pumped an 
average of 25.81 million. 
70,000 bpd fewer than in 
July. 

With the IEA increasing 
its forecast for OPEC 
demand in the first quarter 
of 1997 by 300.000 bpd and 
the recent Iraqi crisis 
putting on hold Baghdad’s 
return to the market under a 
U.N. oil -for- food scheme, 
the group's members may 
see windfall revenues con- 
tinue despite producing 
consistently above self- 
imposed quotas. 

“There is clearly higher 
demand and lower than 
expected non-OPEC output 
combined with the loss of 
Iraqi oil. ..I would have 
thought the scene is set for 
further price strength." said 
Stephen O’Sullivan, associ- 
ate director of M.C. Securi- 
ties Ltd. 

Oil prices currently stand 


about $5 a barrel above lev- 
els seen this time last year, 
boosted by a combination 
of a cold 1995/96 northern 
winter, robust world eco- 
nomic growth, key supply 
disruptions and rising Mid- 
dle East tension. 

Analysts said it was high- 
ly unlikely that such a bull- 
ish cocktail would be 
repeated next year but 
warned that against a back- 
ground of low stocks and 
the approach of winter, 
prices could move higher 
again before returning to 
more normal levels. 

‘The upside is limited but 
now we're hostage to two 
things winter weather and 
the possibility of tension 
increasing again over Iraq." 
said Mr. Varzi. 

Oil stocks held by indus- 
try in the Organisation of 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECDi 
countries fell by 200.000 
bpd in July — the first time 
stocks fell in July for ! 1 
years — to stand 153 mil- 
lion barrels below the peak 
in 1995, the IEA said. 


Regional trading blocks may 
complicate global trade liberalisation 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
emergence of regional trad- 
ing blocks could complicate 
efforts towards the full liber- 
alisation of global trade, 
experts at an Asian Develop- 
ment Bank (ADB) confer- 
ence were told recently. 

ADB Vice President Peter 
Sullivan, speaking at the 
conference on the implica- 
tions of the emerging global 
trading environment on Asia, 
called for an “open world 
trading system" to counter 
this trend. 

While the Uruguay Round 
of trade talks have conclud- 
ed, paving the way for the 
setting up of the World Trade 
Organisation, several chal- 


lenges have emerged 
towards its full realisation, be 
said. 

Mr. Sullivan cited the set- 
ting up of the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Area among 
the United States. Canada 
and Mexico and the expan- 
sion of the European Union 
to comprise 15 countries. 

He also noted plans by the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 
form the ASEAN free trade 
area and suggestions to turn 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum, 
comprising 18 Pacific rim 
economies, into a trading 
block. 

v “It is not ; a forgone conclu- 


sion” that such regional trade 
groups will complement the 
global process for liberalisa- 
tion, be said. 

“While the agreements 
may liberalise trade among 
their member countries, 
many may make trade less 
open to outsiders. Further- 
more. once the countries 
become members of a 
regional grouping, it's possi- 


ble they could lose their 
incentives to push for multi- 
lateral liberalisation," Mr. 
Sullivan said. 

He to/d the delegates that a 
“critical viewpoint from 
developing Asia must be to 
maintain an open world trad- 
ing system" and that “for tills 
reason, preferential trading 
arrangements must be 
viewed with a healthy rnea- 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Httnri Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


IH gel rid a! 
Ihis today 


TROIB 


Than what you 
sold yosttmtay 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


CIM TttiM UaAi Spdco. tac 



STYTE 


TRIMPE 


MOYPLE 


WHAT THE 00^5 
GOT FROM HI5 
•SECRETARy. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer : AN 


“It bugs me when incompetent people 
get promoted at work and I don’t. I’m 
more incompetent than any of them!” 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FAITH MINUS QUAINT GALLEY 
Answer: An electrical diagram can become this — 
ILLUMINATING 


Peanuts 


HEY, FISH! DON T LET 
HER FOOL YOU ! THERE'S 
A HOOK ON THE END 
OF THAT LINE ! 


8 E QUIEtTsHE'S OUT TO 
MARCIE../ 6ET YOU ! RUN 

— y —Awhile you can ! 


Li* 


FISH DON'T 
| RUN, MARCIE. 




r DOS > 
PADDLE! 


Andy Capp 


O’MSmgn 

BST BY SW5XAHQN inn MtnONN. NOfffH 
UKIIU S¥*DOO¥ INC 


YOU MOAN ABOUT 1 

ME, BUT LOOK AT , 
7 ©IRLFRJENPS \ 


TCH/TC H/HOW \ 

GAN A MARRIED J 

.MAN DOSUCH > N 

l A THING fY He Wipes 

> - 'l GOTTWO J 

QCvQ 1 JOB S r' 


Mutt’n’Jeff 

Y M'LOVE, WHO P^THIS^^rrj lOH^IDID.O fwHV? 


MARK ON THE CAR? 




THATSTHE SPOT I KICK rs= 

n* wont starTjU^t; 


I’ 1 [V 






HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY SEPTEM- $ 
BER9. 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You have fine 
common sense today and 
you would also do very 
well in modem enterprises 
which are very important. 
Be wise in budgeting later 
this evening or you could 
find yourself low on funds 
when the necessity 
occurs. 

TAURUS: (April 20 tu 

May 2 1 > Listen to the sug- 
gestions today of a loved 
one who can help you to 
improve your appearance 
so that you will look suc- 
cessful to others. Later 
this evening you can gain 
the insight to complete 
your career activities. 
GEMINI: ("May 21 to 
June 21) Get vour ideas 
well -organised today and 
reach the right decision 
which later this evening 
should be okayed by advi- 
sors who have the ulti- 
mate decisions for your 
career activities in the 
days ahead and your 
progress. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Try to 
please those who are prac- 
tical today and on whom 
you depend for assistance 
in gaining goals which are 
important to your success. 
Later this evening you 
will discover a method of 
operation in your business 
dealings. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Get your outside inter- 
ests well-organised todavj 
and gain public admira- 
tion for your efforts. Be 
willing to go along with 
close friend's plans later 
this evening and you will 
find the answers to your 
career questions at this 
time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You want 
to add a new interest to 
■those you baVe'i today 
•which is fine if yew get 
well-organised and pro- 
ceed with your career 
activities. Later this 
' evening you can make this 
time romantic for your 
mate with some special 
gift. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be practical 
today and go along with 
the ideas of those who are.* 
expert in business and can*' 
be of great help. A cheer- 
ful message comes to you 
later this evening which is 
important to your success 
and career activities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) Be tact- 
ful with a fellow associate 
today and come to a better 
understanding with those 
whom you have business. 
An influential person 
helps with finances later 
this evening which can be 
of great assistance for 
your success. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) If you get your 
labour commitments han- 
dled wisely today you can 
gain fine benefits for the 
days ahead. Listen care- 
fully later this evening to 
a knowledgeable person 
who can be of great assis- 
tance for a new project. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Yo£- 
know exactly how to 
make your talents work 
efficiently today so devel- 
op a method of operation 
for your success. Show 
later this evening that you 
truly appreciate your mate 
and make every effort for 
his or her happiness. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19 1 Have a 
talk today with your loved 
ones and see how to have 
greater accord and organi- 
sation at home in the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
you can have a pleasant 
time with close friends 
and have fun at common 
recreations. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get your corre- 
spondence handled intelli- 
gently today so that you 
can get good results on 
your* career activities* 
Later this evening show 
understanding for your 
loved ones and close 
friends who have your 
best interests at heart 

Birthstone of Septem- 
ber: Sapphire — Lapis 
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Business & Finance 


Lebanon 

central 

bank 

takes up 

most of 

MEA 

shares 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Middle East Airlines 
([MEA) said Saturday that 
the centra] bank has taken 
up most of the $100 million 
worth of shares in a capital 
increase agreed in July to 
pay for the ailing airliner's 
debt 

MEA Chairman Khaled 
Sal am told a news confer- 
ence after a shareholders' 
meeting that the Bank of 
Lebanon, which covers 
MEA’s $100 million debt, 
took up 90 per cent of the 
shares as most other share- 
holders did not participate. 

In July, MEA launched an 
operation to increase its 
capital by $215 million, to 
rehabilitate the airline, 
upgrade its 14-plane fleet 
and pay its debts. 

Shareholders have agreed 
to carry out a SI 00 million 
debt for equity swap as the 
first stage of the increase 
and MEA last month invited 
shareholders to subscribe. 

The central bank was to 
take up shares not taken up 
by other shareholders. Mr. 
Salam said MEA employees 
have subscribed to two per 
cent of the shares. 

But Air France, which 
held 28.5 per cent of MEA, 
and Intra Investment Com- 
pany. a holding company 
owned by the Lebanese 
government • and the 
Kuwaiti and Qatari govern- 
ments and investors which 
owned 62.5 per cent of 
MEA, did not take part, be 
added. 

“Air France's sharehold- 
ing has become 0.5 per cent 
because under the deal it 
will sell its shares to the 
central bank. As for Intra, it 
is about nine per cent now 
while for the Bank of 
Lebanon, it is 90 per cent.” 
Mr. Salam said. 

MEA flourished before 
the 1975-90 Lebanese civil 
war but the fighting and the 
devaluation of the Lebanese 
pound have reduced its 150 
million pound capital to 
596,000 before the last cap- 
ital increase. Mr. Salam said 
that an additional increase 
of $125 million in capital 
will be agreed at a share- 
holders meeting on Ocl 11. 
MEA officials have said 
that the $125 million will 
come from cash contribu- 
tion from shareholders. 


Israeli firms discreetly join 
Egyptian agricultural fair 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli 
firms taking part in an agri- 
cultural fair in Egypt have 
restricted their presence to 
displays of goods at a rime 
when Arab-Israeli relations 
are strained. 

“This year Israeli agricul- 
tural firms prefered a dis- 
creet participation at the 
fair and are represented 
only through Egyptian 
agents,” one of the organis- 
ers told AFP. 

“And unlike previous 
years, no Israeli official has 
visited the fair,” the organ- 
iser said. 

Six Israeli firms are par- 
ticipating in the ninth edi- 
tion of the four-day Sahara 
97 international agricultural 
exhibition in Cairo. 

Egypt's government press 
gave wide coverage to the 


fair but ignored Israel’s par- 
ticipation. 

The participation of 
Israeli companies in fairs 
organised by Cairo since 
the historic Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty 1 in 1979 has 
always depended on the 
state of political relations 
between die rwo countries. 

“Israeli products are high 
in quality and among the 
cheapest and this helps 
their sale in EgypL" said 
Rasha Magdi. marketing 
manager of the Agrotech 
Company. 

Ms. Magdi’s firm sells 
fertilizer, seed, irrigation 
systems and insecticides 
produced by Israeli firms 
such as Haifa CbemicaJs 
Ltd. Schacham Givat and 
Zeraira Gedera. 

“A small amount of fertil- 


izer produced by Haifa 
Chemicals sells for one 
pound (33 cents.) while the 
same amount produced by 
other countries sells for 
about $1.” Ms. Magdi said. 

Mohammad Al~ Sayed, 
chairman of Agroland, an 
Egyptian company which 
imports Israeli products, is 
likewise satisfied with 
doing business with the 
Jewish state. 

"The number of Egyptian 
clients who chose Israeli 
products increase annually 
despite anything you hear,” 
Mr. A1 Sayed said 

He was referring to strong 
criticism by Egyptian oppo- 
sition parties who systemat- 
ically slam the close coop- 
eration that exists between 
the Egyptian and Israeli 
agricultural ministries. 


Egyptian Agriculture 
Minister Yussef Wall is 
considered the key partisan 
of closer Egyptian-Israeli 
relations inside the govern- 
ment. 

He has regularly denied 
reports in the opposition 
press suggesting that 
Egyptian banana and cotton 
harvests perished because 
Israeli fertilizers, seeds or 
insecticides were used. 

Mr. A1 Sayed said he was 
currently examining the 
possibility of exporting 
Israeli products to other 
Arab countries. 

Egyptian companies who 
have resisted dealing with 
Israeli agricultural firms, 
continue to have reserva- 
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Beat 


A review ol news from the Arabic press 


Saudi, Nabulsi lash out at each other 


** HANI SAUDI, a moneychanger and a 
critic of the monetary policies pursued by 
the Central Bank, described as “ironic” a 
statement by former Central Bank Gover- 
nor Mohammad Nabulsi, who wrote in 
the A1 Sharq A1 Awsat daily that the poli- 
cy of issuing certificates of deposit at 
high interest rates was damaging to the 
bank and the national economy. Accord- 
ing ro Mr. Saudi, the former governor said 
that the Central Bank lost JD 78 million 
in interest paid by the treasury without 
financial return to the bank or benefit to 
the national economy. 

“What's ironic is that Nabulsi himself, 
during his long governorship, is the one 
who issued these certificates and even 
raised interest on them from 3.5 per cent 
in 1993 to 8.75 per cent in 1995" the 
moneychanger wrote, pointing out the 
difference in the words and deeds of offi- 
cials when they are in office and when 
they leave their jobs. 

Noting that he has always been against 
the policies of high interest rates and 
other measures and against the policies of 
Dr. Nabulsi in general. Mr. Saudi called 
for a fundamental reform based on a new 
Central Bank law that would create an 
independent and efficient board of direc- 
tors that can shoulder the great sensitive 
responsibilities. 

He assailed the present situation where 
the management is “a one-man show” and 
the board of directors is only a “facade 
subject to the influence of the big banks.” 

Mr. Saudi said be wished that the pre- 
sent management of the Central Bank 
would listen to the advice of Dr. Nabulsi 
now and move to cancel the certificates of 
deposits and lower interest rates and. as 
such, “give our troubled economy a great 
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service." 

Dr. Nabulsi counter-attacked today 
(Sunday) by first denying having made a 
press interview since he left office and, 
second, by noting that the (old) article in 
A1 Sharq A1 Awsat carried unclear ideas 
which “surely do not reflect the views I 
bold about the monetary policy.” 

The former governor refuted the Saudi 
allegation that the policy was the belief of 
only one person and stressed that it was 
“adjustment measures" which were 
adopred by the consecutive governments 
and international organisations and which 
resulred in monetary stability and solid 
reserves. 

Dr. Nabulsi accused Mr. Saudi of con- 
tinuously criticising him for personal rea- 
sons because he refused to give the mon- 
eychanger a licence for a business in his 
own name under the new law. The former 
Central Bank chief said Mr. Saudi's pre- 
vious record was full of violations and 
that the board had to warn him on many 
occasions. 

Noting that Mr. Saudi's information and 
his monetary education have not realised 
that the interest rate policy is the basic 
tool and the main weapon to maintain 
monetary stability and defend the value of 
the currency. Dr. Nabulsi wrote sarcasti- 
cally that Mr. Saudi might have reached a 
higher degree of knowledge in economics 
and banking. 

He concluded by saying that he would, 
not comment any more on whatever Mr. 
Saudi writes about and that his comment 
was only necessitated by bis inability to 
explain the matter in the past because of 
his responsibilities as governor of the 
Central Bank (A1 Ra’i ) 
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KW Dinar 3.3389 4.995 2.14179 4.07332 365.898 

*m. mm mm mm 

CY Pound 2.1604 3.2255 1.3831 2.627 235.916 


CofTce (c/lbs)^ ^ 119 ^ __ Spoi ^ j 

Sugar (S/ton) 362 Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 24.2 Spot 


^Bark yg^h) ^ 




* JOD Cross Rates 

US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

i>E Mark 04738 04762 

FR Franc 0.1387 0.1394 

'iisse® ms mm 

NL Guilder 04227 04248 


11 Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop$ ' 
6th circle, Amman . 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 J 


Happtj i ? 

“PatcAiffUe 

Sou&i & SsbuU 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A-M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Dmffl Utbalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professiona] Qusltty| in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your 1 colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pboto 
dM 30 % targmr 

• Fret tfllarff 
Mat 20 x 20 cm 


SbmeisanL* QpP- Grindtayi 
Bank. Phoner604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 

& 

crown HOTEL 

OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 

•TENNIS COURT ft 1 'x\ 

• HEALTH CLUB j IWHWi 


• SAUNA & JACUZZI 




ShebA 

Suites 


• }(, COMFORTABLY & 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

• FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

a SATELLITE TV. 4 DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE LINES. 

• PARK ON PREMIS ES. 

• TV. HALL. 



owmm 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 

THE WEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & E4MHJES 

StYC£/9<fS 

* SPECIAL PRIcii ^ 

FOR LONGTERM - STAY J 




c FOR 
j REINT 


Deluxe Vi (iris; 


JLf) Appan munis 
I in Amman 


Fbr details plaase call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


ALHASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 


Offices for rent in an excellent central location 
Anas 120, 250, 450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 


DOLLAR 


■DfT A CM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 


Teppanyaki 


Sushi 


FOR 

RENT 

\ FLATS 
\VILLAS 


g SERVICES 

BYBLOS 


■ ( Interflora Membership ) I 
.* Fresh &-Dry Flowers ■ 
Production & Designe 


! Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 
Telefax '. (811395)* 


f^k 


Leonardo da Vinci 
Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Qp&n: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30 -11:30 
Locatedin Amman 
Rnancial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 

Free Vallfit Parking 
Rsservatlon Required 


A 

fmdJ^Cwsim 










io Sports 


Chang, Sampras advance 


to U.S. Open men’s final 


NEW YORK <R) — Pete 
Sampras sprung back from 
his gut-wrenchine victory 
two days ago to beat Goran 
Ivanisevic in a booming ser- 
vice battle Saturday that set 
up a showdown in the U.S. 
Open final against Michael 
Chang. 

Sampras, sick to his stom- 
ach and barely able to stand 
during a fifth-set tiebreaker 
win over Spaniard Alex 
Corretja in the quarters, 
showed no ill effects against 
Ivanisevic as he thundered 
his way to a 6-3 6-4 6-7 (9- 
11)6-3 victory. 

Ivanisevic, who served 30 
aces and saved four match 
points in the third-set 
tiebreaker, was not sur- 
prised by Sampras's revival. 

“I knew he was going to 
be strong. He had one day to 
recover." said the fourth- 
seeded Croatian, who was 
aced 24 times by the top- 
seeded defender. "He only 
threw up. He didn't die." 

Sampras said: “This is the 
U.S. Open. I have one more 
match. I have to forget 
about fatigue and go out and 
play." 

Chang crushed Andre 
Agassi 6-3, 6-2. 6-2, in a 


shockingly easy victory to 
reach his first U.S. Open 
final. Chang overwhelmed 
the game’s premier returner 
with his service and also 
outplayed the renowned 
backcourt slugger from the 
baseline. 

“Things just really went 
well for me. Today every- 
thing clicked.” said Chang, 
who finished the rout with a 
1 1 6 miles-per-hour ( 1 87 
kphl ace. his 16th of the 
match. 

The semifinals results sent 
the top two seeds into cham- 
pionship Sunday, which will 
also have the leading 
women's players battling 
for the title. 

Earlier on Saturday, 
defending champion Steffi 
Graf, the top seed, fought 
off five set points id the 
opening set on her way to a 
7-5 6-3 win over Swiss 
teenager Martina Hingis in 
the completion of a match 
begun on Friday. 

<5raf will face second seed 
Monica Seles in a rematch 
of last year’s championship 
showdown. Sampras 
looked set to copy Chang's 
straight-set advance. He 
used single service breaks to 


claim the fust two sets and 
then seized a 6-3 lead in the 
tiebreaker for triple match 
point. 

But Ivanisevic slugged a 
backhand passing shot win- 
ner to save the fust and then 
was the beneficiary of a 
double fault 

“I basically choked on the 
second serve," Sampras 
said. 

The Croat, in his first 
open semifinal, foiled the 
third successive match point 


when Sampras ended a long 
rallv bv sailing a forehand 


'*5 
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Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia bites his racquet in disgust 
after losing a point to Pete Sampras of the U-S. during 
their U.S. Open semifinal match. Sampras won the 
match 6-3 6-4 6-7 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


rally by sailing a forehand 
long. 

Sampras held a fourth 
match point at S-7 in the tie- 
break that Ivanisevic saved 
with a volley following up 
his 129 miles-per-hour (208 
kph) serve. 

Sampras saved two set 
points hims elf with aces 
before finally succumbing 
on an Ivanisevic service 
winner at 10-9. It took 
Sampras a few games to get 
back on track after the 
tiebreaker turnaround. 

“I wasn't mad at myself. I 
was just a little bit rattled." 
he said. "The first couple of 
the games of the fourth set I 
couldn’t believe I was still 
out here. I was so prepared 
to win the match at 6-3 in 
the tiebreaker/' 

Sampras settled down and 
claimed the fourth-set ser- 
vice break he needed in the 
eighth game, although 
Ivaniseyic used a pair of 
aces to battle back from 0- 
40 and reach deuce. 

That helped to lift the spir- 
its of Sampras. 

“I feel like I’m a lot bet- 
ter.” said Sampras, who 
needed two litres of intra- 
venous fluid after his gru- 
elling match with Corretja. 
“Yesterday I was a little 
tired, a little sore. ‘Today I 
feel fine:”.-. ‘ 

Chang felt On top of the* 
world about., his perfor- 
mance. 

He was a step quicker 
than Agassi in getting to 
balls early and dictated 
points. He hit the ball more 
crisply and mixed up his 
serves brilliantly — spin- 
ning some and bashing oth- 
ers to the bewilderment of 
the flamboyant Las Vegan. 

“I didn't put any pressure 
on his second serve so be 
kept on going for his first 
serve and he found his 
range,” said Agassi, whose 
black-and-blue outfit befit- 
ted the beating he suffered. 


A Four Story Building Under Finishing , Area of the 
plot of land 1104m2 , built area : 2100m2 , deluxe 
finishing with following specifications : 


T- Located on two streets , Category A Residential in a very and beantifnl area - Jubaiha^ 

2- Basement includes cars park, services for the bnfldisg, two rooms as play ground 
for kids, and office room and watchman room . 

3- Ground floor : Complete apartment, area 400zn2 with private and distisgoished a 
villa like containing ; one master bed Room with bath room, three bed Rooms with a 
bath room in between * large salons 9X7 + living - room 7X6 + large kitchen 8X5 
+bath room for gnests + house maid room with bath room + and washing room . 

4- First Floor : Complete apartment, area 400m2 with private and distinguished a 
villa style containing : one master bed room with bath room + three bed rooms with a 
bath-room in between + one large salon 9X7 + living room 8X5 with an overlooking 
terrace 5X5 * large kitchen 8X5 + bath - room for gnests, house - maid room with 
bath room + and washing - room . 

5- Second Floor : Two apartments each with an area 200m2, and each one contains : 
one master bed-room + two bed rooms with bath room in between + one salon 8X5 + 
living room 4X4 with veranda + kitchen with veranda + Guest bath room + house - 
maid room + washing room . 6- Third Floor : As No : 5 

7- Boilers type chapee and radiator east c ha pee and Italian type . 

8- Water and central heating pipes are German made . 

9- The Bonding is equipped with an elevator typ OTIS . 

10- All flooring of salons and living rooms are covered with Italian marble , 

1 1- Bath Roams and kitchens are provided with foreign ceramics . 

12- All Rooms and salons are decorated with gypsum . 

13- Bach apartment has a separate under ground water tank . 

24- The building is polystyrene - insulated . 

15- An intercommunication system is installed in the building . 


16- The Building may be sold in whole or in part . 


v ° r : / 

Location : AL Jubaiha - opposite Royal Scientific 
Society fence close to University Schools . 


'Note : Please make an appointment to view the building 
before inquiring about the price. Thank yon . 


Tel : 639540 Fax : 656830. 


CINEMA 


TEL 634144 


CINEMA 


PHILftDELPHIR 



Sixth seed Andre Agassi, from the United States, reacts 
to a missed point during his U.S. Open semifinal match 
against second seed Michael Chang;- Chang defeated 
Agassi 6-3 6-2 6-2 to advance to the finals 
(Reuters photo) 


“Usually I'm taking good 
clean shots but 1 couldn’t 
even make good errors on 
his second serves today.'* 
moaned Agassi, who com- 
mitted 45 unforced errors to 
23 for Cbang. 

Chang, who won the 
French Open at the tender 
age of 17, finally got back 
to a Grand Slam final again 
last year at Roland Garros 
and reached this year’s 
Australian Open final. 

Now he is knocking at the 
Grand Slam door again. 


T’m pretty excited,’* 
Chang said about his 
prospects. “I think I have a 
pretty good shot/' 

Sampras, who holds a 10- 
7 career record against 
Chang including wins in 
eight of the last "nine meet- 
ings. is hoping to avert a 
Grand Slam whitewash this 


season. 

“This is my last chance to 
win a major." said Sampras, 
who won two majors in 
each of the last three years. 
“It’s crunch time." 


Furnished Semi Villa For Rent 


j Ground floor consists of salons, dining room. * 
1st floor consists of 3 bedrooms (1 for services). 
New furniture, heating, garage, garden, 
i telephone. Located in Khalda. 

Interested call 836861 686552 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe Furnished Apartments In Shmeisani 


1. Ground floor, garden, garage, 3 bedrooms | 
(master+2 bedrooms), 2 salons, dining, separate! 
living maid's quarter, area 260 sq.m., separate i 
entrance. JD 12,000 annually. 

2. 4th floor, 3 bedrooms, salon, living, dining, lift. 
Area 165 sq.m. JD 7,000 annually. 

Tel 698100 - 664950, Dr. Abidi 


' Abdodrt. 

&$E ent / Sale - FuiyUn Fuiy; 


Deluxe, well located near U.S. Embassy. 
Excel!, finish., A/C, living area 305 sqm / 737 sqm 
Comprises 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 Irvings 
dining, garage & satellite T.V. + maid's 


facilities basement 


Tel: 829509 Offers 


No Agents Please 


Baltimore shut out Tigers, Yankees lose 


BALTIMORE (R) — Mike 
Mussina fired a six-hitter 
and Rafael Palmeiro and 
Bobby Bonilla each drove 
in two runs in the first 
inning as the Baltimore 
Orioles blanked the Detroit 
Tigers 6-0 Saturday for 
their first shutout of the sea- 


j 699238 


CINEMA TEL~677420~~^ 

v CONCORD ^ 

CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwarzeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLRZR 


JADE 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki.. ..in 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Naser 56 


i a 
f - ir 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


CONCORD “2” 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


son. 

The Orioles climbed back 
within four games of the 
first-place Yankees in the 
American League East. 

Mussina 1 19-9) walked 
one and struck out a season- 
high 11 for his 11th career 
shutout and joining New 
York’s Andy Pettitte as the 
league's only 19-game win- 
ners. Pettitte has 20 wins. 

“I didn't consider it that 
big a deal to shut someone 
out,” said Mussina. ‘1 just 
didn't want to make any 
dumb mistakes. Eveiythiog 
happened the way it was 
supposed to and we won/’ 

Mussina matched his 
career high for wins, set last 
season. He has won eight of 
his last nine starts. 

In New York, emergency 
starter Paul Quantrill 
allowed four hits over six 
shutout innings and the 
Toronto Blue Jays scored all 
of their runs in the first and 
held off the Yankees 5-2. 

Otis Nixon and Shawn 


Green led off with doubles 
to open the scoring. Joe 
Caiter then hit a 1-0 pitch 
from David Cone for his 
28th home run and a 3-0 
lead. Carter has 101 RBI. 
the ninth season in his 
career he has reached the 
century mark. 

In Chicago, Alex 
Fernandez pitched 7 2/3 
strong innings and Danny 
Tanabull horaered as the 
White Sox edged the 
Boston Red Sox 4-3 to 
maintain their lead in the 
wild card race. 

Fernandez allowed one 
run and five hits in winning 
for the first time in four 
starts. Roberto Hernandez 
got his 36th save despite 
allowing two runs and four 
hits over 1 1/3 innings. 

With Robin Ventura 
aboard in the second, tartab- 
ull hit a 2-1 pitch from 
Roger Clemens ('8- 12) over 
the right-field fence for his 
22nd homer. 

In Milwaukee. Ken Hill 
mid four relievers combined 
on a four-hitter and Dean 
Palmer snapped a sixth- 
inning tie with an RBI sin- 
gle as the Texas Rangers 
edged the Brewers 2- 1 . 

Hill (15-8) allowed one 
run and three hits over 6 2/3 
innings. Mike Henneman 


Smoltz gets 21st win as Braves beat Mets 


ATLANTA (R) — John 
Smoltz fired a seven-hitter 
for his Major League- lead- 
ing 2 1st win and Jermaine 
Dye added a three-run 
hocner as the Atlanta Braves 
stifled the New York Mets 
6-1 Saturday. 

Smoltz (21-7.) won for the 
first time-in four starts and 
recorded his league- leading 
sixth complete game. 

Tm trying to create a 
playoff atmosphere/' said 
Smoltz. 

“What counts is the play- 
offs. If I win 22, 23 or 24 
and don't perform well in 
the playoffs it will just be a 
selfisb year" 

Smoltz $ 13 strikeouts 
marked the 11th time this 
season he has struck out 1 0 
or more batters and the third 
time he has struck our 13 
this season. He leads the 
majors with 250 strikeouts 
and his strikeout of Andy 
Tomberlin in the seventh 


was the 1.500th of his 


career. 

In Los Angeles. Hideo 
Nomo came within one out 
of a complete game and 
Raul Mondesi hit a three- 
run homer as the dodgers 
regained sole possession of 
first place by holding on to 
beat the Pittsburgh Pirates 
4-3 on Tommy Lasorda 
nighL 

Los Angeles has won 12 
of its last 15 games and 
moved one game ahead of 
San Diego in the NL West. 

Lasorda. who retired as 
manager last month due to 
health reasons, was hon- 
oured before the game, and 
received several standing 
ovations from the crowd of 
50.862. 

Nomo (14-10) allowed 
Three runs and four hits with 
three walks and nine strike- 
outs in 8 2/3 innings, his 
longest stint since April 13. 
The win was bis 14tb. sur- 


passing his total of 1995 
when he was National 
League rookie of the year. 

In St. Louis, Donovan 
Osborne hit the first grand 
slam by a Cardinals pitcher 
in over 10 years and the 
Redbirds extended their 
winning streak to eight 
games with an 8-3 victory 
over the San Diego Padres. 

The victory enabled the 
first-place Cardinals to take 
a two-game lead over 
Houston in the National 
League Central. 

In Cincinnati, Kevin 
Mitchell’s three-run homer 
with two out in the sixth 
snapped a tie and lifted the 
Reds to a 7-5 ‘victory over 
the San Francisco Giants. 

Roger Salkeld (8-4) 
pitched two scoreless 
innings for the Reds, who 
have won five of their last 


FOR RENT 

A brand new, furnished apartment for rent with the 
roof. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 3 sitting 
rooms, separate heater, private entrance. Location 
on high hill in Dabouq. 

Please call: 079-39485 


Scandinavian Ladies of Amman 

The 10th Anniversary Celebration will take 
place at the first annual meeting 
at the Marriott Hotel 

on Wednesday 1 1 September at 10: 00 a.m. 


FOR RENT 

New villa. Mecca street, super deluxe, basement. 2 floors, 
5 bedrooms, (3 master, one with Jacuzzi), 2 kitchens, 6 
bathrooms, terraces, garage, central heating. 

Annual rent JD 25,000 (contract for 2 years paid in 
advance). Appropriate for diplomatic personnel. 

Please call 810950 (4 to 6 p.m.) 


FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
(Um-Assumaq Af Janoubi) 
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got his 28th save. 

Ivan Rodriguez had three 
hits and scored the tie- 
breaker for Texas. 

At Minnesota, Matt 
Lawton's sacrifice .fly in the 
fifth scored Todd Walker 
with the go-ahead run as the 
twins beat the California 
Angels 6-3 before 51.011 
on Kirby Puckett night. 

Puckett, who led the twins 
to world series champi- 
onships in 1987 and 1991 
and was likely the most 
popular player in team his- 
tory. was forced to retire 
July 12 due to irreversible 
damage to the retina in his 
right eye from glaucoma. 

In Oakland. Mark 
McGwire belted his Major 
League-leading 4Stb home 
run and Tony Batista went 
4-for-5 as the Athletics 
pounded out a season-high 
19 hits in a 13-6 rout of the 
Kansas City Royals. 

The A's trailed 4-0 before 
scoring three runs in the 
fourth ~and three in the fifth 
to chase Tim Belcher (13- 
9). 

In Cleveland, the game 
between the Seattle 
Mariners and the Indians 
was postponed due to rain 
for the second straight day. 
No reschedule date has been 
set. 



130 sq.m. 2nd floor. 2 bedrooms, guest room, dining room. Jiving 
room. 2 baths, veranda, with independent central heating, spa- 
cious kitchen. Luxurious furniture with all electrical appliances. 
Apartment is to be rented monthly/yeariy. 

Please call 822787 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


six games. 

Desi Wilson hit his first 
Major-League borne run in 
the ninth for the Giants, 
who have lost seven of their 
last eight. 4 

At Florida. Mark Leiter 
(8-10) pitched 6 2/3 score- 
less innings, allowing just 
four hits, and Mike lansing 
had three hits including ah 
RBI triple in the fifth that 
propelled the Montreal 
Expos to a 2-1 win over the 
Marlins. 

The Expos took a one- 
game lead over San Diego 
in the wild-card race. 

In a span of five at-bats in 
the third and fourth innings. 
Marlins left fielder Joe 
Orsulak threw out three run- 
ners on the bases. 

In Houston, Orlando 
Miller homered to break a 
sixth-inning tie and Bill 
Spiers had a two-run single 
to cap a four-run third 
inning to help the Astros 
edge the Colorado Rockies 
5-4. 

Darryl Kile (11-8) 
allowed four runs and nine 
hits in seven innings, 
including a three-run homer 
to Andres Galarraga, his & 
club-record 41st. Galarraga 
also set a team mark with 
130 RBr, topping Dante 
Bichette's 128 a year ago. 
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Exquisite Flat / Duplexes for tvnt 


1. One flat 290 sqm. 3 large bedrooms (1 master;, Opcn/Oosed 
balconies, 3 bathrooms. Luge HLQ Italian marble Salons, Dining room, targe 
Kitchen with a Family room, covered garage, maid’s room. PVC Windows. 

2. Two duplexes (Furnished/Unfuraished). 120 sqm each. Open 

space Kitchcn/Uving room/Dining area. Two Bedrooms . 2 bathrooms, small 

font garden (ground flour). H.Q Italian Ceramics covering all Doors. 

-Prime location 4th circle near Prime Minister Cabinet . 
-Soluble Tor Diplomats/ Comraaed International SufC. 


-Tdephaoe Availability. 

- ■ : :. . Eormore. information :0 (h 672270 


In Philadelphia, pinch-hit- 
ter Ruben Amaro’s RBI 
double snapped a seventh- 
inning tie and Wendell 
Magee and Mickey 
Morandini added solo home 
runs to lead the Phillies to a 
4-2 victory over the 
Chicago Cubs. 

Amaro is batting .357 (10- 
for-28) with 10 RBI as a 
pinch-hitter this season. 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 61 8274- 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Nabil & Hisham's nusatre/'S 




Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Sports 

Schumacher wins Monza 
GP as Hill spins out 

i/nVT'T * T*T7* T 1 r _ 


MONZA. ITALY (R) — Double world 
champion Michael Schumacher of Ger- 
many sent more than 150.000 fans into 
ecstacy at the Italian Grand Prix Sunday 
when he drove to his first win for Ferrari in 
Italy since joining the team this season. 

Schumacher's virtuoso performance 
overshadowed the battle for the world dri- 
vers' championship between Williams duo 
Briton Damon Hill and Canadian Jacques 
Villeneuve. 

Hill, looking for the win that would virtu- 
ally seal his first championship, made a 
brilliant start from pole position but spun 
out of the race on only the sixth lap of the 
53-lap contest. 

Villeneuve also failed to add to his points 
total by struggling home seventh after mak- 
ing three pitstops in a disappointing race 
for the Wiliams team. 

Schumacher notched his second succes- 
sive victory, his third of the season and 
22nd of his career, comfortably ahead of 
Frenchman and former Ferrari driver Jean 


Alesi who was driving for Schumacher's 
former team, Benetton. 

Finland's Mika Haldnen in a McLaren 
was third ahead of the two Jordans driven 
by Briton Martin Brundle and Brazilian 
Rubens BarricheUo. Another Bazilian, 
Pedro Dizin, finished sixth in a Ligier. 

Schumacher's victory gave Ferrari their 
first cause- for the mass celebrations which 
filled the track below the rostrum since 
Austrian Gerhard Berger won for the 
Marinello-based team in 19SS. 

The result left the two top positions in the 
drivers championship unchanged. But with 
only two races now rem ainin g. Hill's lead 
of 13 points looks more commanding than 
it had before the start Hill has SI points, 
Villeneuve 68 and Schumacher 49. 

Villeneuve now has a minimum target of 
one victory and a third place finish in the 
final two races in Portugal and Japan, with 
Hill failing to score in either, if he is to stop 
him taking the title away with him from 
Williams at the end of the season. 


Stars likely to ignore plea to 
compete in Sarajevo 


MILAN (Rl — Many of the 
world’s top athletes are 
likely to ignore pleas to 
take part in an international 
meeting in the war-tom 
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo 
on Monday. 

Despite a request to elite 
athletes from Primo Nebio- 
lo, president of the 
International Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation. who 
together with the 
International Olympic 
Committee have organised 
the solidarity meeting for 
Sarajevo, only about 50 are 
expected to compete. 

IAAF officials were 
putting a brave face on mat- 
ters on Sunday before a 
specially chartered plane 
left Milan, the venue of Sat- 
urday's final grand prix 
meeting, for the 90-minute 
flight to Sarajevo, venue of 
the 1984 winter Olympics. 

The meet will be held at. 
the Kosevo Stadium, stage 
for the opening and closing 
ceremonies of those games 
12 years ago but which was 
extensively damaged dur- 
ing the four years of the 
Bosnian war when it was 
used as an army base. 

Although die former 
restaurant in the stadium is 
now an empty shell, the 
electronic scoreboard has 
been destroyed and the 
floodlight pylons out of 
operation, a new track has 
been laid and between them 
the IAAF and the IOC have 
provided SI. 5 million to 
start the long job of restor- 
ing the stadium to its for- 
mer glory. 


Nebiolo. IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
President AJija Izetbegovic 
will be present at Monday’s 
event which is regarded as 
having an important politi- 
cal and social significance 
by the IAAF. 

With no entry charge 
being made, a capacity 
crowd of 50,000 is expect- 
ed for what the IAAF and 
IOC hope will be the 
biggest sports meeting in 
Bosnia, not only since the 
end of hostilities but also 
since the 1984 winter 
games. 

But while mainly eastern 
European and African ath- 
letes such as Olympic 
1.500 metres champion 
Noureddine Morceli of 
Algeria and Daniel Komen 
of Kenya, who set a world 


3.000 metres record last 
weekend and won the 
men’s overall grand prix 
title on Saturday, have 
pledged themselves to the 
meeting, many others have 
noL 

American Dennis 

Mitchell, die American 100 
metres champion and a 100 
metre finalist at the 
Olympics last month, said 
he was staying away 
because he feared for his 
safety. 

"Although track and field 
is my life, it’s not worth ray 
life,” he said. 

‘1 don’t believe it is safe 
for me to go there and a few 
other athletes feel the same 
way. I would like to one 
day. but I have talked this 
over with my family and 
we have decided it 


VILLA FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

PLEASE CALL 614597 , 


FOR RENT IN AL-RABIA 

Unfurnished or semi-fumished building fit as: 

1. One unit for embassy or big company or diplomatic 
missions. 1 

2. Or as apartments of different sizes (2,3,4 bedrooms) 
with salons. 

Location: In a distinguished area with very beautiful 
view 

Tel. 836700 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The inauguration of the Arab Center for 
Social Development under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Al-Hassan is now 
brought forward to 11.00 hrs on Tuesday 
10th Sept., 1996 at Al- Yadoudeh Village, 
Airport Highway. 

All our distinguished invitees are welcome 


FEMALE PUBLIC RELATIONS 
HOSTESS NEEDED 

A new formal restaurant in West Amman has a job 
vacancy for a Female Public Relations Hostess, with 
good command of English, presentable and friendly 
personality. 

— Good command of English is necessary. 

— Must be below 35 years of age. 

For those interested, please contact Mr. Osama 
Tel: 669467 -Amman, between 10:00 a.m. - 1:30 
p.m. and 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 


Deluxe Furnished Flat For Rent 
For Businessmen & Diplomats and Foreigners) 

teluxe furnished flat. 100 m from Al Youbeel Circle. Tla’a Al AIL 3 
edrooms, salon, living room, dining room, 3 toilets, wide complete- 
i furnished kitchen, central heating, satellite, telephone. Furnished 
/rth good standard furniture. Approx, annual rent JD 6,000 , 

Tel.: 686954, Mr. Zaki j 
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Rangers 
turn down 
Barcelona’s 
bid for 
Laudrup 

GLASGOW fR) — Glas- 
gow Rangers have turned 
down a 9.0 million pound 
sterling (S14.1 million) 
bid for striker Brian Lau- 
drup from Spanish giants 
Barcelona. 

“The player is not for 
sale,” Rangers chairman 
David Murray, said on 
Sunday. “Barcelona were 
talking in terms of nine 
million, but you would 
have to wonder what 
Brian would be. “We told 
them simply that he is not 
for sale. Brian is a fantas- 
tic player, a fantastic guy 
and Rangers aren't inter- 
ested in selling him.” 

The 27-year-old Danish 
international signed from 
Florentine of Italy in 
1994 for 2.2 million 
pounds ($3.4 million) 
and was Scotland's play- 
er of the year in his first 
season. His contract runs 
until the end of next sea- 
son. 

“We would hope he 
would eventually stay 
longer than the four years 
for which he is contracted 
to us.” Murray said. 


TVson wins heavyweight title 


LAS VEGAS (R) —A furi- 
ously charging Mike Tyson 
stopped a dubiously hurt 
Bruce Seldon at one 
minute, 49 seconds of the 
first round to win the World 
Boxing Association 

(WBA) heavyweight title 
on Saturday. 

Tyson came out fast at the 
sound of the first bell of the 
scheduled 12-round fight, 
charging Seldon but miss- 
ing with wild roundhouse 
punches. Seldon tried to 
keep Tyson away with a 
jab, but when Tyson kept 
coining Seldon grabbed 
onto him. 

Tyson was credited with 
two knockdowns, but the 
first one was a phantom 
punch for most of the 
crowd of about 9.000 fans 
who shouted “fix, fix. fix” 
after the fight was stopped. 

Seldon went down the 
first time after Tyson 
missed him with a right that 
sailed over his head But 
Seldon fell down anyway. 

Referee Richard Steele 
did not begin counting, as 
he appeared to think Sel- 
don had slipped. 

Seldon got up quickly 
and Tyson charged him, 
landing a left hook on the 
top of Seldon ’s head send- 
ing Seldon down to the 
canvas where he bounced 
before getting up quickly 
again. 

On his feet, Seldon shook 
his head as Steele began 
counting. Then Seldon, in a 
delayed reaction, staggered 
back into the ropes and 
Steele waved the fight off. 

Tyson referred to Cus 
d‘ Amato, his late trainer 
and surrogate father, say- 
ing: “Cus, two down, one 
to go.” 

Tyson was referring to 
having added the WBA title 
to his World Boxing Coun- 
cil championship. 

“I was just trying to set 
him up for the knock- 
down,” Tyson said. “I felt 
the power of the jab. I just 


' for rent. 

1- Deluxe furnished apartment in Tla’a Al Ali. Consisting of 
4 bedrooms, salons, 3 verandas, with telephone and all 
the electrical appliances 

2- Furnished flat at Rabieh district. Consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, salon, 3 bathrooms 

Call Tel: 674197 


HOUSEKEEPER KURNTED 

A new five star hotel in Petra is in need of 
an executive male or female housekeeper 
with minimum 5 years experience. 

For interview send CV with a recent 
photo to Personnel Manager, 
P.O.Box 15126, Amman - Jordan 


nm 


Royal Jordanian Airline RJ is 
offering five lockheed L1011-500 Aircraft and three 
RB-211-524B4 Spare Engines for Sale & 
Lease Back for a period of 36-48 months 


JY-AGA 

1217 1 

SEP 1981 

JY-AGB 

1219 

OCT 1981 

JY-AGC 

1220 1 

MAR 1982 

JY-AGD | 

JY-AGE | 

1229 ! 

1238 j 

JUN 1982 
OCT 1982 



All above Aircraft have been operated 
and manitained by Royal Jordanian since 1 new. 
Terms of reference of the offer and Aircraft detailed 
specifications are available on request. 
Interested parties are invited to submit their offers, 
no later than October 15,1996 directly to :- 

KOTAL JOBDANIAN AUtliNK. FINANCE DEPAKTMKNT 
AMMAN -JORDAN 
TEL No 

FAX No : 5(62-6-686210 
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World Boxing Council heavyweight champion Mike Tyson stands over World Boxing 
Association champion Bruce Seldon in the first round of their bout at the MGM 
Grand Garden in Las Vegas. Tyson beat Seldon by technical knockout after 1:49 of 
the first round (Reuters photo) 


wanted to keep moving to 
avoid his jab. The jab was 
very powerful. 

With the boos of the 
crowd ringing in his ears. 
Seldon said: “So you know 
how hurt 1 am right now. I 
came to fight. 1 came to 
win. I did not realise how 
hard he hits, or bow fast he 
is. 

"He is a destroyer, and 1 
am witness to that. The 
shot rattled my eyes and I 
couldn't see straight. I did 
not train 12 weeks to come 
here and take a dive. I'm 
already a millionaire. It's 
not about money. I’m sony. 
I tried my best. He is a 
great fighter. He is a bad 
man.” 

It was Tyson's fourth 
fight since his release from 


prison in March 1995 after 
serving three years on a 
rape conviction. 

Tyson easily dispatched 
amateurish Peter McNee- 
ley in the first round of 
their fight in August of that 
year. Tyson stopped Buster 
Mathis Jr in the third round 
in December 1995 and 
Briton Frank Bruno last 
March to win the WBC 
title. 

Seldon climbed into the 
ring wearing white trunks 
trimmed in red and blue. 
One of Seldon 's cornermen 
carried a small picture of 
Seldon’s lace mother over 
his bead, apparently as 
inspiration to Seldon. 

Tyson, now 45-1. was a 
22-1 favourite to beat Sel- 
don, who lived up to his 


reputation of having a glass 
jaw. Seldon. now 33-4. 
won the vacant WBA title 
in April 1995, stopping a 
faded Tony Tucker on cuts 
in the seventh round. 

Seldon was paid $5 mil- 
lion for showing up against 
Tyson, 30, who was guar- 
anteed $15 million for the 
Seldon encounter. 

Tyson’s WBC crown was 
not at stake on Saturday. 
Tyson is expected to sur- 
.render the WBC title with- 
in a couple of days as part 
of an ageement stemming 
from a New Jersey lawsuit 
filed by Lennox Lewis, the 
former WBC champion. 

Tyson is expected next to 
fight former champion 
Evander Holyfield on 
November 9. 


A leading company in the field of Chemicals & Scientific Supplies and Equipment 
announces the fbllpwing.vacancies: ^ .. . 

' v 

Administrative Staff: 

Executive Secretary : 3 years minimum experience, fluent in English , proficiency 
in Ms Based programs (WP & Excel) . 

Accountant : Business Administration university degree. Major Business, Minor 
Accounting, Fluent in English -No experience required. 

Sales Staff: 

Chemical Engineers : Fresh university graduates, fluent in English, own a car. 

For further information, please contact : 613523 between 4:00 - 5:00 daily - 
or submit your application to: P. O. Box 6886 - Amman 11118 - Jordan 


A TASTE OF JAPAN 


AT FORTE GRAND'S CHINA TOWN ? 



At China Town we have established a Japanese Tepanyaki Bar that 
provides delicacies and savoury flavours of 
Japanese cuisine. Explore colourful 
Japanese dishes in a fun filled and 
exciting atmosphere. So please join us at 
our Japanese Tepanyaki Bar at the 
Chin a Town in the Forte Grand Amman. 


FORTE 



Oma 

Town 


AMMAN 



P.O.Box 950629 Amman IlllO Jordan Tel 962 6 696511 Fax 962 6 674261 

Forte Grand and Le Mfridlen Hotels & Resorts in the Middle 
Other properties in your area include Le M&ridlen Damascus, le Meridien Lanakia. 
Le Meridien Heliopolis, Le Meridien Cairo & Forte Grand Pyramids 

Travel companion of Air France 
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Regent urges school-parent 
cooperation to help children 
accept right moral values 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness- Crown Prince ,jssan. the 
Regent. Sunday called for a greater 
measure of cooperation between 
schools and families of students 
towards implanting moral values in the 
hearts of students and in a bid to steer 
them away from violence and misbe- 
haviour. 

"Educational reform should not be 
restricted to school or the Ministry of 
Education. It should also involve the 
local community and the parents and 
must be directed towards helping die 
youth to adapt to the requirements and 
changes in socio-economic life.’’ said 
Prince Hassan in an opening speech to 
a seminar on violence in school which 
opened at the Social Development 
Centre of Hay Nazzal. 

"Violence could be the result of the 
youth's ignorance of ways to move 
from school to public life but this 
could be overcome through dialogue 


and through adequate civic education.” 
added Prince Hassan. 

He urged schools to adopt pro- 
grammes' by which teachers would 
guide students and help them to solve 
problems. Violence at schoot often 
reflects weakness in teaching methods 
in class because teachers could be 
lacking appropriate methods in deal- 
ing with the pupils, especially 
teenagers and could be the result of 
weakness in creating an amicable 
atmosphere inside the classroom, he 
said. Prince Hassan underlined the 
importance for the ministries of educa- 
tion. social development and youth to 
join hands with the Public Security 
Department, universities and other 
concerned institutions in addition to 
parents to help teach correct and 
healthy practices to the children. 

“It is important to encourage 
researchers to help us meet the vari- 
ous neteds of students at different 


stages,” said the Regent. “We have to 
remember that we are dealing with 
humans in school and not mere. num- 
bers and facing children with varying 
tendencies and interests.” 

Calling for a revision of laws and 
regulations connected with the educa- 
tional process, the Regent said that 
ample provisions should be made on 
how to HmI with violence in school 
and for educational counsellors to be 
stationed in police, centres to enhance 
cooperation between police and 
schools. 

Dr. Sari Nasser, bead of the social 
development centres society, spoke at 
the outset of the two-day meeting 
reviewing the centres' objectives, 
which, among other things, foster 
cooperation among members of the 
local community, encourage handi- 
crafts among youths and monitor 
social problems with a view to con- 
tributing to their solution. 


Experts present Jordan’s economic experience 
and plans to conference on good governance 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to i he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A seminar on 
“Good Governance for 
Private Sector Development 
and Investment” opened 
Sunday with participants 
presenting their different 
experiences on public 
administration development 
and the re*le of the govern- 
ment in creating a suitable 
climate for the private sec- 
tor.. 

Jordan's experience was 
presented by Director 
General of the Institute of 
Public Administration 
Zuheir Kayed. who said 
Jordan was working on 
developing the performance 
of government departments 
and civil servants in order to 
cope with the international 
developments in terms of 
institutional and individual 
performance. 

Dr. Kayed reviewed the 
history' of public adminis- 
tration in Jordan with focus 
on economy, investment, 
legislation. judiciary’, 
administration and public 
funds. 

He said Jordan had car- 
ried out a comprehensive 
study on existing legislation 
adding that some legislation 
were amended to support 
the judiciary in the 
Kingdom. 

"One of the main causes 
for legislative reform is to 
ensure transparency that 
will lead to accountability 
and check corruption in 
state bureaucracy.” he said. 

Dr. Kayed added that 
Jordan had also created a 
suitable climate for invest- 


ment that caters to compre- 
hensive development based 
on scientific foundation. 

Jordan has introduced 
measures to ensure protec- 
tion of public funds and 
simplify work procedures to 
contribute to the accelera- 
tion of economic develop- 
ment, Dr. Kayed said. 

Reducing the role of the 
public sector and enhancing 
that of the private sector 
was a step the Kingdom 
took in order to encourage 
competition and help the 
private sector participate in 
the decision-making 

process, added Dr. Kayed. 

Dr. Kayed said the 
Ministry of Administrative 
Development, which organ- 
ised the seminar, had 
finalised a number of pro- 
jects that focused on prepar- 
ing job descriptions for civil 
servants and initiating a uni- 
fied system for salary 
increases. 

Secretary General of the 
Invesnnent-Promotion 
Department Taleb Rifai 
reviewed the Jordanian 
economy during the 80s. the 
impact of the Gulf war and 
the Kingdom's economic 
restructuring policies as 
well as the investment cli- 
mate in the Kingdom. 

He said that Jordan had 
embarked on an aggressive 
programme of legal and 
institutional reform with 
emphasis on the income and 
sales tax laws. These laws 
"shift the burden from the 
procedures to consumers 
via higher sales rax and 
lower corporate and individ- 
ual income taxes.” 

The Investment 


Promotion Law. Mr. Rifai 
said, provides a number of 
incentives such as exemp- 
tion from customs and fees 
for fixed assets and spare 
parts needed for expanding 
modernising or developing 
a project. 

He added that hotels and 
hospital projects were 
granted extra exemptions 
from taxes and fees on their 
purchases of furniture and 
supplies for the purpose of 
renovation once every seven 
years. 

Any increase in the value 
of imported fixed assets is 
exempted from taxes and 
fees if the increase results 
from the rise in prices, 
freight charges or changes 
in exchange rates, he added. 

Mr. Rifai said that guaran- 
tees to non-Jordanian 
investors stipulate that they 
own all or any part of any 
“economic project.” 

However, he added, 
investors may not own 
more than 50 per cent of 
projects including: land and 
air transportation, construc- 
tion contracting, commerce 
and commercial services, 
banking and insurance, 
telecommunications, min- 
ing, and agricultural pro- 
duction. 

Reviewing Jordan’s politi- 
cal and economic situation. 
Mr. Rifai said the Kingdom 
played a pivotal role in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa region in attaining 
integration of the political, 
economical and social 
spheres. 

Jordan has exerted contin- 
uous efforts in carrying out 
structural and legal reform. 


it has also sought the glob- 
alisation of its economy and 
achieved a private sector-led 
economic growth. 

Ahmad B. Ahmad, assis- 
tant director of the JabalAli 
Free Zone Authority in 
Dubai, presented the expe- 
rience of the free zone area 
and die United Arab 
Emirates’ (UAE) contribu- 
tion to private sector devel- 
opment and the motivations 
and facilities provided for 
investors to establish indus- 
trial and commercial pro- 
jects. 

Claire McQuillan, director 
of the Institute on 
Governance in Canada, 
presented a paper entitled 
“Lessons from Canada and 
Commonwealth” saying 
that “Canada has achieved 
an enviable degree of stabil- 
ity and has developed func- 
tional models of program- 
ming which have benefited 
the development of the pri- 
vate sector.” 

She added that internal 
changes in government are 
important in providing the 
basis for good policies 
which in turn create the 
kind of environment needed 
for private sector develop- 
ment. 

“The civil service in effect 
breathes life into a govern- 
ment's policies,” said Ms. 
McQuillan. 

She stressed the "impor- 
tance of government finding 
a path between private sec- 
tor development and public 
interest.” 

Ms. McQuillan added 
that the swift pace of the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Muslim Brotherhood seeks PNA 
approval for legalising its activities 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
iRi — The Muslim 
Brotherhood movement in the 
West Bunk, parent organisation 
of the militant group Hu mas, 
has a4eJ the Palestinian 
National Authority iPN'Ai to 
legalise iin activities, n leading 
olfici.il of the group said on 
Sunday. 

"There i> a necessity for us to 
carry out our religious, s*x;ial 
and preaching activities with- 
out any tension." Said Bilal 
told Reuters. “Wc have asked 
the authority to license the 
Muslim Brotherhood in 
Palestine so it can work in the 
open." Mr. Bilal said the 
Broth-erhood “has always been 
a peaceful movement — it does 
n»>i believe in violence nor in 
confrontation with any 
regime.” 

A PNA official confirmed (he 
movement had asked for a 
licence, and said the authority 
was study jne the request. 

Other members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
Hamas strongly opposed the 
move initiated by Brotherhood 
officials in the West Bank city 
of Nablus, saying it would split 
the Islamic movement. 

"Such a step w ill leave a very 
negative effect on tile Islamic 
arena.” said Jamal Mansour. an 
Islamist close to the 
Brotherhood and Hamas. 


Political analyst Khalil 
Shiquqi said the move could 
lead to an internal rift in the 
Brotherhood in the West Bank 
and divide it from the 
Brotherhood in Jordan. 

The Muslim Brotherhood in 
Palestine has historically been 
pan of the Jordanian 
Brotherhood. It was licensed as 
a charity group by the 
Jordanian authorities in the late 
lv»4l)s. "A movement licensed 
by the Palestinian (National) 
Authority would attract tradi- 
tional Muslim Brotherhood 
members who would be will- 
ing to cooperate with the 
authority and would be similar 
to passive movements in other 
Arab countries." Mr. Shiqaqi 
said. 

One Brotherhood member, 
vvhn opposes a licence from the 
self-rule administration, said: 
“It means that the Brotherhood 
and Hamas, which is pan of the 
Brotherhood, will have an 
independent leadership in 
Palestine — and this is reject- 
ed." After Israel seized the 
West Bank from Jordan and 
Gaza from Egypt in the 1967. 
the Brotherhood continued lo 
function openly in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The Brotherhood prevented 
its members from actively 
resisting the Israeli military 
authorities at a rime when other 


Palestinian groups fought 
occupation. The movement 
flourished, widely expanding a 
network of social and religious 
institutions. 

When the Palestinian upris- 
ing ■ started in 1937, the 
Brotherhood spawned the 
Islamic resistance movement 
Hamas as its military arm. 

Hamas, opposed to Israel i- 
Pal&srinian peace deals, carried 
out a wave of suicide bombings 
against the Jewish state last 
year killing scores of Israelis. 

Under a recent crackdown 
against Hamas, the PNA has 
taken over administration of 
mosques and restricted reli- 
gious and political activities of 
Islamic groups. 

“A debate within the Islamic 
movement started after the 
crackdowns to find ways to 
protect our institutions." said 
one Hamas member. He said 
some activists believe a return 
to the non-violent teachings of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
would best protect Islamic 
interests and avoid destruction 
of a social and economic infra- 
structure built over decades. 

Others would like to see cre- 
ation of a new Islamic political 
pony, still under the umbrella 
of the Brotherhood, but includ- 
ing Hamas. "The debate con- 
tinues," the Hamas member 
‘said. 


High voter 
turnout in 
S. Lebanon 

SIDON (AFP) — Voter turnout 
in southern Lebanon was the 
highest yet in the country's stag- 
gered elections, despite a Syrian- 
imposed coalition between the 
two main Shiite Muslim groups, 
officials said Sunday. 

An estimated 50 per cent of 
registered voters went to the polls 
in southern Lebanon in the fourth 
of five region-by-region elections 
held on successive Sundays, sur- 
passing Mount Lebanon’s 45 per 
cent turnout, northern Lebanon's 
40 per cent and Beirut's 31 per 
cent. The last round of legislative 
elections to the 128-seat parlia- 
ment will be held SepL 15 in the 
eastern Bekaa Valley for its 23 
seats. 

Some 522.000 registered vot- 
ers were eligible to choose the 
mostly Shiite south's 23 mem- 
bers of parliament. 

The field of candidates nar- 
rowed to 70 after Damascus bro- 
kered the coalition between Iran- 
backed Hizbollah and the Syrian- 
supported Araal Wednesday. 

Under Lebanon's confessional 
quota system, 14 of the seats are 
reserved for Shiite Muslims, 
three for Sunni Muslims, cine for 
a Druze. two for Maronite 
Christians, two for Greek 
Catholics and one for a Greek 
Orthodox Christian. 


Israel parliament members visit 
PLO’s Jerusalem headquarters 

Netanyahu says he wants to check status of 
closed PNA offices in Arab East Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
CRj — A handful of law- 
makers on an Israeli parlia- 
mentary committee visited 
the Orient House, the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisations (PLO) 

Jerusalem headquarters, on 
Sunday in defiance of gov- 
ernment policy. 

The visit, the first by 
Israeli legislators, coincided 
with Israeli diplomatic 
efforts to persuade the fact- 
finding *‘trovka” of the 
European Union (EU) for- 
eign ministers not to hold 
talks with Palestinians at the 
Orient House. 

Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring said on 
Saturday it was vital the 
troika visit Israel in the near 
future and also hold talks 
with the PLO. 

Knesset Interior 

Committee Chairman Salah 
Tarif of the opposition 
Labour Party organised the 
visit, hosted by Faisal A1 
Husselni, the top PLO offi- 
cial in Jerusalem. 

“We came to visit the 
Orient House to hear the 
problems of the residents of 
East Jerusalem,” Mr. Tarif. a 
Druze Arab, told reporters. 

He said the visit was “very 
official” and that a majority 
of committee members had 
voted in favour of it 
Mr. Tarif was accompa- 
nied by other Labour legis- 
lators on the 15-member 
co mmi ttee, but right-wing 
and religious members boy- 
cotted the visit. 

Mr. Tarif said afterwards 
he “regretted their absence." 

The" government of 
Benyamln Netanyahu has 
threatened to' dose the 
Orient House, insisting the 
PLO must stop all its politi- 
cal activities in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who last 
week rejected criticism 
from hardliners in his own 
Likud party who main- 
tained the offices remained 
open, said on Sunday he 
had conflicting information 
and was checking into the 
matter. 

“It is worthwhile that the 
other side understand that 
we will stand firm that these 
institutions be closed — 
truly be closed," Mr. 

Netanyahu told Israel’s 
Channel Two television. "It 
is a fundamental principle 
for the continuation of the 
(peace! process.” 

Asked if his visit was a 
recognition of the Orient 
House, Mr. Tarif said: 

“There is no need for me to 
do that. The Orient House 
has been here since before 
1967.” 

He attacked the mayor of 
Jerusalem, Ehud Olmert, a 
right-wing member of par- 
liament, saying: “Any 



Faisal Husseini (right), the top Palestinian official in 
Jerusalem, with Salah Tarik from the Israeli opposition 
Labour Party, stands outside the Orient House in Arab 
East Jerusalem on Sunday (Reuters photo) 


mayor of Jerusalem who 
does not recognise that the 
Orient House is present and 
does not deal with its prob- 
lems should resign." 

Mr. Tarif said his visit 
sought “to create a new 
atmosphere after the meet- 
ing of Mr. Netanyahu and 
(PLO head Yasser) Arafat” 
last Wednesday. 

Far-right Deputy Benny 
Eton, who refused to enter 
the the Orient House with 
the other committee mem- 
bers, slammed Mr. Tarif for 
not "protecting the prestige 
and sovereignty of 
Jerusalem” and “encourag- 
ing (.the PLO) to stay” in the 
city. 

Mr. Husseini. meanwhile, 
praised Mr. Spring for his 
stance on the Orient House, 
saying, “the Europeans 
choose their own sovereign 
policy and they have chosen 
the best way to promote the 
peace process.” 

Mr. Spring's announce- 
ment in Tralee. Ireland, on 
Saturday flew in the face of 
requests by Foreign 
Minister David Levy, who 
he met earlier last week. 
Israeli officials said on 
Sunday. 

“Levy expressly asked 
that the troika abstain from 
such actions, underlining 
that contacts with the 
Palestinian (National) 


Authority should take place 
in Gaza or Jericho,” not East 
Jerusalem, foreign ministry 
spokesman Ygal Palraor 
told AFP. 

Israel will “give its reac- 
tion ar the proper time,” he 
said, adding that Mr. Spring 
had not set a date for his 
visit to the Jewish state. 

Previously the Mr. 
Netanyahu government has 
warned it will refuse to 
receive European diplomats 
if they act on their intention 
to pass by the Orient House. 

The 15 foreign ministers 
of the EU decided on July 
15 in Brussels that any 
future EU visits to Israel 
should include a stop at the 
Orient House. The EU troi- 
ka currently includes, along 
with Ireland, Italy and the 
Netherlands. 

After an Israeli demand, 
Mr. Arafat agreed to close 
three .offices in East 
Jerusalem just before his 
meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu last Wednesday 
on the Israeli border with 
Gaza. 

But right-wing Israeli 
“hawk.” Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel Sharon, casr 
doubt that the Palestinian 
offices were truly closed 
during a cabinet meeting on 
Friday, saying; “Their doors 
are closed, but that doesn't 
stop them working." 


No return to Peres’ stand on Golan 
talks with Syria, Netanyahu asserts 

Israeli premier, on eve of U.S 
wants to restart talks without 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyomin 
Netanyahu underlined 
Sunday that there was no 
going back to the policies of 
his Labour predecessor 
Shimon Peres towards 
Syria. 

"I must point out that my 
government was elected on 
a programme different from 
that of the previous cabi- 
net” Mr. Netanyahu said 
before leaving for the 
United States on a visit in 
which Syria is high on the 
agenda. 

“Those who want us to 
adopt the same positions as 
our predecessors do not 
understand a thing about 
Israel's democratic process- 
es," he told journalists. 

Mr. Peres, the architect of 
the peace process whom 
Mr. Netanyahu defeated in 
May elections, favoured a 
territorial compromise with 
Syria over the Golan 
Heights. 

But Mr. Netanyahu said 
he hoped for a resumption 
of talks with Syria, frozen 
for the past six months. 

“We have presented vari- 
ous reasonable and loeical 


proposals” for talks, he said, 
adding that contacts were 
under way with Syria 
“through the mediation of 
the United States." 

Mr. Netanyahu is to meet 
President Bill Clinton in 
Washington Monday, then 
address a Jewish organisa- 
tion in New York Tuesday. 
He is also to meet 
Republican Party vice pres- 
idential candidate Jack 
Kemp. 

"The goal is to win a 
resumption of negotiations 
on the Syrian track, but 
without any preconditions." 
an official close to Mr. 
Netanyahu said Sunday. 

“lip to now the Syrians 
have demanded an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
as the price to pay for talks, 
but this is unacceptable.” 
said the official, who asked 
not to be identified. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa stressed 
last week that Damascus 
was "disposed to restarting 
talks” where they stopped in 
February as long as they 
continued "on the basis of 
land-for -peace.” 

Under Mr. Peres, talks 


. visit, says he 
preconditions 

focused on security 
arrangements to be put in 
place on the Golan after a 
nearly total Israeli with- 
drawal from the strategic 
plateau. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused to negotiate on 
these bases, ruling out the 
handover of any land, the 
Israeli daily Haaretz said. 

Instead, he has put for- 
ward a "Lebanon first " plan 
by which Israel would with- 
draw from its occupied 
security zone in South 
Lebanon in return for 
Syrian and Lebanese com- 
mitments to prevent attacks 
across the border. 
Damascus has ruled out the 
initiative. 

Israel's ambassador to 
Washington. Eliahu Ben 
Elissar. said Saturday that 
the Lebanon first option 
did nor rule out discussion 
of other topics, such as the 
Golan. 

He said talks would 
resume despite the deep dif- 
ferences. probably after the 
November presidential elec- 
tions in the United States 
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Charles hires 
masseuse as 
personal assistant 

LONDON (AFP» — Prince 
Charles, heir to the British 
throne, has hired hj s 
masseuse as his new per- 
sonal assistant, the News Of 
The World reported Sunday. 
Clair Southwell 28 wui 
replace Tiggy Legge- 
Bourke who will hereafter 

concentrate on looking after 

the Prince of Wales’s two 
sons. Princes William. 14 
and Hurry J l, the paper 
said. Ms. Southwell a 
divorced mother of two. is a 
qualified masseuse who has 
created the prince for recur- 
ring back-ache for many 
years. She met Prince 
Charles several years ago 
during a skiing holiday m 
Switzerland and helped to 
treat him after he was 
injured in a fail from his 
horse during a polo match 
five years ago. 

‘Diana being 
wooed for ad 
campaigns’ 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana is being 
wooed by two American 
companies to front then- 
advertising campaigns, the 
Sunday Business newspa- 
per said. The paper, citing 
industry expeas, said die 
campaigns could earn the 
recently divorced princess 
at least £2 million (S3 mil- 
lion) and propel her into the ^ 
supermodel class. It said the 
first offer eame from . 
Ornnipoim Communicatio- 
ns which is launching a new 
mobile telephone network. 
Omnipoint President 
George F. Schmitt said the 
campaign would recall the 
princess’s problems when 
her phone conversations 
were picked up by an eaves- 
dropper. “My idea is that 
Diana will be holding a dig- 
ital phone and declare if I’d 
had one of these, I could 
have been queen."’ The JIJU'fL' 
paper said the other offer 
came from American 
Airlines which would seek 
to use one of the world' 
most recognisable women 
in a series of discreet pro- ! 
motions and personal . 
appearance. It said the air- f. 
line would begin by making 
a goodwill contribution of 
£250.000 (4390.000) to 
London AJDS charities sup- 
ported by the princess, who 
has now finalised her 
divorce from British heir-to- 
the-throne Prince Charles. 


Police beat 
mourning fans 
of dead film star 
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DHAKA (AFP) — Police 
beat their way through 
mourning crowds as the 
body of Bangladesh film 
star Salman Shah was 
returned to his home district 
for burial while one fan 
committed suicide, reports 
said Sunday. Shah. 30, was 
found dead Friday in his 
Dhaka apartment and sui- 
cide by hanging is reported- 
ly suspected but police are 
investigating. Troubles,* 
erupted as thousands of fans'* 
massed around the body of 
Shah as it was taken for bur- 
ial Saturday to his home 
district in SylheL southeast 

Bangladesh. Police had to 
use batons to get through. A 
16-year-old fan committed 
suicide after reading of her 
hero's death. Lipf Shaha 
hanged herself at her home 
in Narsinghdi district 
clutching a a picture of her 
idol, news repo as said. The 
schoolgirl left behind a note 
saying: “I do not want to 
live anymore. Like salman. 

I am also bidding farewell 
to this world." Doctors said 
hanging was the most likely 
cause of Shah's death, but 
that they were waiting for a 
forensic; report His parents 
have alleged that he was 
killed and sources in the 
Bangladesh Film Producer^ 
Association have said h& 
was depressed because of 
differences with his wife 
and problems with col- 
leagues. The association 
said the release of 17 unfin- 
ished films starring Shah 
was now uncertain. 
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